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   FRANKLIN FAMILY TENDS FARM LEGACY OLDER THAN AMERICA 

By Mark Di Ionno  

Mark Di Ionno is a columnist at the Star-Ledger and the author of the new novel, The Last Newspaperman.  

 

FRANKLIN — Robin Suydam calls her relationship to the family farm “visceral” and, true enough, the soil 

has a red, dried-blood tint to it. 

     “It’s from the shale, which makes it good for field crops, like wheat and hay,” said her brother, Ryck         

Suydam, who runs the farm. 

     Their father, Abram “Abe” Suydam calls the land “the core 

of the being. This is where it all starts and ends.” Abe is 83 

now, but his hands are still farmer strong and his back unbent 

from the decades of hard work. He still climbs up on the         

tractor pretty regularly. 

     “When he’s out here, and my sons are here, when three            

generations are together, well, it’s pretty neat,” Ryck Suydam 

said. 

     Those three generations of Suydams represent the 11th, 

12th, and 13th to work the same land. Three hundred years 

now, day in, day out. Through too much or too little rain. 

Through killer frosts, early or late, or insect infestations, or all 

the other things that can go wrong when nature is your            

business partner. All those days, from before dawn to after 

dark, turned into years, then decades, then centuries. Same 

family, same land, for 300 years.  

     “I think of all the people who have gone before me, there is 

this very strong sentiment, this image of generation after generation, getting up to work, and somebody            

making breakfast or baking in the kitchen, their lives centered around farming and the church,” Robin                

Suydam said.  

     It is fall in New Jersey, the season where we most acknowledge the garden in the Garden State. Halloween 

does that, with all the weekend pumpkin picking, corn mazes, haunted hayrides, and all that other                        

agri-tourism stuff farmers do to survive. 

     The Suydams tried it, but don’t do it anymore. First, their farm is different. It’s not in the scenic, getaway 

countryside of Sussex, Warren, or Hunterdon counties. It’s right off Route 27 in Franklin Township, less than 

five miles from downtown New Brunswick. 

     Second, the farm is only part of their livelihood. They branched out long ago with a successful insurance 

business and are active in community affairs. Abe, a 1951 Cook College graduate, is on the Rutgers board of 

trustees. Ryck is president of the New Jersey Farm Bureau, which sounds like a government agency but is a 

     Abram Suydam feeds sheep at his farm located at 

Route 27 and Skillmans Lane in Somerset, circa 1900. 

Photo courtesy of the Star-Ledger 

http://connect.nj.com/user/mdiionno/posts.html
http://connect.nj.com/user/mdiionno/posts.html
http://www.nj.com/somerset
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The Board of Directors meets on the third  
or fourth Saturday of March, May, September, 

and November at designated  
historic and museum member  

sites in the region. The Executive Committee 
meets in January and in June. 

The next scheduled meeting of the  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

will be held on Saturday, November 16 at 10:00 a.m. at 

the United States Equestrian Team Foundation,                                  

1040 Pottersville Road, Gladstone, NJ 07934  

(908-234-0848)  
Representatives from all Alliance sites are  

encouraged to attend.   

 
FROM THE NORTHEAST: From I-287 South take Exit 22 to 

Route 202/206 North (look for brown USET signs). Proceed 

North on Route 206 to Pottersville Road aka Route 512 (sixth 

traffic light-approximately 5 miles). Turn left at the traffic light. 

Follow GENERAL DIRECTIONS BELOW. 

FROM THE NORTHWEST: Route I-80 East to Exit 27, Route 

206 South. Approximately 4 miles south of Chester make a right 

at the light for Pottersville Road, aka Route 512. Follow GEN-

ERAL DIRECTIONS below.  

FROM THE SOUTH: NJ Turnpike Exit 10, I-287 North. Take 

Exit 22B off Route I-287 for Route 202/206 North (look for 

brown USET signs). Proceed North on Route 206 to Pottersville 

Road aka Route 512 (sixth traffic light-approximately 5 miles). 

Turn left at the traffic light. Follow GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

BELOW.  

FROM THE WEST: Route I-78 East to Route I-287 North. The 

second exit on I-287 will be #22B for Routes 202/206 North (look 

for brown USET signs). Proceed North on Route 206 to Potters-

ville Road aka Route 512 (sixth traffic light-approximately 5 

miles). Turn left at the traffic light. Follow directions below.   

GENERAL DIRECTIONS: Travel on Pottersville Road for ap-

proximately 3/4 of mile. On left is white USET sign, turn onto 

School House Lane. Follow this road, after the third speed bump 

the USET headquarters are on the right. After parking, enter the 

stable through the central grand rotunda; the offices are on the 

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the 
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.  
 

   News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next 
issue must be mailed to the editor no later than October 15, 
2013. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North Bridge 
Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 (908-722-7428) or to Ann          
Suydam, Associate Editor, 54 Skillman Lane, Somerset, NJ 
08873 (732-846-7448). 
 

   Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth, 908-           
722-7428; barths@att.net. Material submitted electronically 
should be in WORD format. Photographs will be scanned            
and returned.  

IN THIS ISSUE:  
 

George Washington and the Flying Camp, p. 3 

Spotlight on Woodbridge, p. 4-5 

Calendar of Events, p. 4-6 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON  

AND THE FLYING CAMP 
by Donald Johnstone Peck 

       
     On March 17, 1776, after enduring Washington’s Continental troops’ nearly year-long siege, the British 

army boarded warships and transports in Boston harbor and sailed for the Royal Navy base at Halifax, Nova 

Scotia.  

     Washington lost no time in moving from Boston to New York City with his wife Martha. Smallpox, to 

which Martha was vulnerable, became endemic in the city. In May 1776, while still in the city, Washington   

predicted the British invasion of New Jersey because of the colony’s  bountiful food, wood for fuel, and feed 

for animals. Washington now needed to move on again. Having little else in their arsenal, the Continental 

forces would have to perform miracles against the world’s best-trained and best-equipped soldiers.  

     On May 21, Washington left the city by ferry with Martha for Perth Amboy. They spent the night of May 22 

at the King’s Arms Tavern, which was the best-known hostelry both before and after the Revolution. Built           

before 1743, portions of the original two and one-half story building survived until 1969, when a fire destroyed 

its final incarnation, the Hotel Packer. During “public times,” when the courts were in session, the tavern was 

the center of social, political, and business activity. It stood on the northwest corner of Smith and High Streets. 

     While at the King’s Arms Washington dispatched eight regiments from his already-meager force to protect 

the exposed coastline from Perth Amboy to Elizabethtown Point. These were regiments General Washington 

could have used to defend New York, but he had no choice in the matter. It was essential that he prevent a               

British strike into the New Jersey interior. 

     On May 23 the Washingtons left for Philadelphia, arriving there 

the next day for the general to meet with the Continental Congress. 

Martha met with her doctor whom she allowed to infect her success-

fully with a smallpox inoculation. By June 8, Washington was again 

in New York, briefly leaving Martha behind to recover                   

completely.  

     In June 1776, at George Washington’s urging, the Continental 

Congress voted to raise a mobile reserve. Militias were recruited to 

serve until December. Washington hastily organized a “Flying 

Camp” at Perth Amboy under Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, after 

whom Mercer County is named. With his regiment he marched to 

Perth Amboy and was headquartered with his officers, including two 

alumni of the College of William and Mary, future president James 

Monroe and future chief justice John Marshall. Headquarters were 

established at the Proprietary House just after royal governor William 

Franklin was removed on June 19. 

     Over a period of time Washington came to understand the conflict 

as a test of political endurance, and while he might lament missed 

opportunities, he played the fox more often than the lion. 

“Perseverance and spirit have done wonders in all ages,” he wrote in 

August 1775.  

     Biographer James Thomas Flexner has called Washington “The Indispensable Man.” For twenty-four years 

(from his election as Commander-in-Chief until his death) Washington was the most conspicuous and influen-

tial man in the United States. 

     In 1896, the Danish community in Perth Amboy gifted a life-size commanding terra cotta statue of George 

Washington at Market Square. This statue commemorating the visit of the first President of the United States 

was the work of local sculptor Nels Alling. Washington Street and Washington Park in Perth Amboy are named 

in the general’s honor. 
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CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS 
 

     The New Jersey Historical Commission and the New Jersey Historic Trust are pleased to bring back “Capacity Build-

ing for Boards,” with cultural nonprofit consultant Brian Crockett offered in two different locations on December 4 and 

6, 2013. Cosponsored by the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey, the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Com-

mission, the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission, and the Morris County Heritage Commission. 

     If you missed the Best Practices workshop with Brian Crockett in February 2013, don’t miss this opportunity to partici-

pate in an engaging learning experience this December. The workshop is designed for board members who will learn about 

enhancing basic governance skills and become familiar with assessment and standards programs. The three-part workshop 

will cover board roles and responsibilities, national standards, and assessment programs and offer an open discussion fo-

rum where peers can share and learn from each other. 

    Join us in January 2014 for Capacity Building for Boards 2.0. Please note that participation in Capacity Building for 

Boards 2.0 will be by invitation only for those who attended the February 2013 workshop and for those attending one of 

the December programs. The content will be the same, but it is being offered in two locations in order to make it broadly 

accessible. Choose to attend from one of the following two options and register through the link provided. 

December 4, 2013 -- Middlesex County College, Crabiel Hall, 2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, NJ 08818.  

Register at 732-745-4489 or culturalandheritage@co.middlesex.nj.us   

Directions:  http://www2.middlesexcc.edu/map#directions 

December 6, 2013 -- Morris County Cultural Center, 300 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ 07960; Free refreshments 

and lunch provided by the Morris County Heritage Commission.  

Register at Heritage@co.morris.nj.us  Directions: http://morriscountynj.gov/mchc/directions.asp 

    The New Jersey Historical Commission and New Jersey Historic Trust are grateful to our co-sponsors for their efforts to 

collaborate and make these workshops possible. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 10 - “John Adams” and “Thomas Jefferson” Debate the Role of Government, Sunday, Novem-

ber, 10 at Bedminster’s Historic Jacobus Vanderveer House, River Road Park, 3055 River Road, Bedminster, NJ. 

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 pm -- Free 

   The role of government is debated in the news every day.  On, Sunday, November 10, visitors to Bedminster’s historic 

Jacobus Vanderveer House will have an opportunity to hear what our country’s founding fathers had in mind during a de-

bate between actors portraying John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The Jacobus Vanderveer 

House will be open for tours from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

    John Adams was pivotal to the American Revolution, devoting his legal talents to the cause of freedom and liberty. His 

bulldog tenacity and political acumen served him well as Washington’s Vice President, as the U.S. Surgeon General and as 

the second President of the United States.  

    His sharp legal mind enabled him to frame key precepts for the emerging United States, but Adams shrewdly recom-

mended that Thomas Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence in order to secure southern support. Adams wrote the 

Massachusetts Constitution, which served as the model for the United States Constitution, advocating three equal branches 

of government: executive, legislative and judicial. He encouraged an end to slavery and promoted education for both men 

and women. 

    Actor Joe Doyle portrays Adams with intelligent confidence and artistic honesty.  

   Thomas Jefferson was an American titan who led by charisma and conversation. The first United States Secretary of 

State, the second Vice President, and the third President, Jefferson was most proud of penning the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, founding the University of Virginia, and shepherding the Statute of Religious Freedom. 

   Actor Steve Edenbo offers his audience Thomas Jefferson’s gifts with eloquence in a performance that engages and in-

spires.  

    The Adams-Jefferson debate is free, but registration is suggested. Phone (908) 396-6053 or visit 

www.jvanderveerhouse.org. The Jacobus Vanderveer House is located at 3055 River Road (in Bedminster’s River Road 

Park), Bedminster, NJ 07921.   

   The Jacobus Vanderveer House is located at 3055 River Road (in Bedminster’s River Road Park), Bedminster, NJ 

07921.  For information about these and other upcoming events, phone (908) 396-6053 or visit 

www.jvanderveerhouse.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, November 14 – Morven Museum & Garden Announces the Exhibition: The Age of Sail: A New Jersey 

Collection -- Opening Reception: Thursday, November 14th -- 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

    Morven Museum & Garden is proud to present the first public appearance of this unmatched collection of New Jersey 

maritime artifacts and art assembled by New Jersey collector Richard W. Updike. This exhibit, featuring over 100 objects, 

http://www2.middlesexcc.edu/map#directions
mailto:Heritage@co.morris.nj.us
http://morriscountynj.gov/mchc/directions.asp
http://www.jvanderveerhouse.org/
http://www.jvanderveerhouse.org/
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explores the history of American shipbuilding, sail-making, naval warfare, shipwrecks and rescue. This exhibition also 

reveals the daily life of American sailors with a never-before-seen collection of American sea chests and scrim-

shaw. Views of New Jersey maritime history will also be displayed including engravings and paintings by George Essig 

(1838-1926), Frederick Schiller Cozzens (1846-1928), and Gerard Rutgers Hardenberg (1855-1915). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Saturday, November 16 – Meadows Foundation Presents “Gateway to History” 

   Please join us at 2 p.m. when we welcome Meadows favorite Gordon Thomas Ward and Dr. Jude M. Pfister to the          

Van Wickle House, 1289 Easton Ave., Somerset . They will present different perspectives on the era of the American 

Revolution as it relates to the Morristown area. First, Dr. Pfister (author of The Jacob Ford Jr. Mansion and The Fords         

of New Jersey) will discuss the Ford family of Morris County, New Jersey, along with their mansion in Morristown. Both 

the Ford family and their home participated in and witnessed some of the most trying times of the first century of the 

American pageant. The multilayered family history is tangibly represented in the multi-floored and memory-laden man-

sion, which stands to this day as a testament to the passage of time and the enduring power of place. Following this, 

Gordon Thomas Ward (author of local history books A Bit of Earth and Ghosts of Central Jersey) will discuss the 1779-

80 encampment of the New Jersey Brigade in Jockey Hollow and their encampment site, which was discovered in the 

1960s. He will also entertain you with several, seldom-told ghost stories connected with local historic sites from the time 

of the American Revolution. Projected photos will complement the entire presentation and books will be available for sale 

and signing. Tickets are $10/person, payable at the door. Reservations to chrisflp@aol.com. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, November 16 – The Hidden Treasures of the North County -- Two tours - 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
     Join the Heritage Trail Association on Saturday, November 16th for a rare look at some of northern Somerset County’s 

hidden treasures. This two-and-a-half hour bus tour in celebration of the county’s 325th anniversary will visit the Kate 

Macy Ladd estate at Natirar, the James Cox Brady stables and Trophy Room at Hamilton Farms, and the Fireman’s Mu-

seum in Somerville.  

    The tour will run at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and leave from the historic Van Horne House at 941 East Main Street in Bridge-

water. Reservations are required.The cost is $15 with advanced payment and $20 with payment at the door. Reservations 

may be made at www.heritagetrail.org or by calling 732-356-8856.  

     In 1905 Walter Graeme Ladd and his wife “Kate” Everit Macy Ladd began acquiring small farmsteads in the Somerset 

Hills, soon creating one of the largest estates in the area. They named their estate “Natirar” – Raritan spelled backwards. 

The magnificent mansion, designed by the prominent architects Guy Lowell and Henry J. Hardenberg, eventually became 

a home for convalescing women, and 50 years after Mrs. Ladd’s death was sold to King Hassan of Morocco. 

     Rebuilt in 1899 to replace a wooden shed that had housed the hand-drawn fire fighting apparatus, the fancifully styled 

Fireman’s Museum in Somerville was supposedly constructed with bricks and a stained glass window from a mansion 

taken down to build Borough Hall. The building also housed the first horse-drawn fire truck and Macky, the horse pur-

chased to pull it.  

     James Cox Brady also bought land in the Somerset Hills at the turn of the 19th century. At its zenith, his estate, Hamil-

ton Farms, claimed 5,000 acres and stretched over three counties.  Its jewel was Mr. Brady’s stables, which during his 

lifetime housed some of the best driving animals in the United States as well as a collection of magnificent carriages. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 17 – ANNUAL AUTUMN WINE TASTING TO BENEFIT OF THE METLAR-BODINE HOUSE 

MUSEUM, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at LOLA, 87 Central Ave., Metuchen, NJ.  This year, quality wines will be selected by pro-

fessional sommelier Brian Maher. These wines will be perfect for your Thanksgiving or holiday dinner and will include 

some gems for sophisticated wine palates! Mr. Maher’s engaging style assists the novice and/or seasoned oenophile to 

appreciate wines to their full potential. Delicious hors d’oeurvres and pastas complimenting the wines will be served and 

The New Brunswick Jazz Project will perform. The Wine Chateau of Piscataway is a sponsor of the event. $40 in ad-

vance; $50 at the door. The deadline for advance payment rate is November 15, 2013. To assure advance payment rate, 

call the museum at 732-463-8363 or e-mail metlarbodine@gmail.com. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, December 8 – Reservation deadline: November 30 -- METLAR-BODINE HOUSE MUSEUM HOLIDAY 

TEA, 3:00 -5:00 p.m. Due to the temporary closing of the Metlar-Bodine House Museum, our HOLIDAY TEA tradition 

will continue at a different location! We invite you to enjoy the holiday spirit and join us on the other side of the Raritan 

River at the historic VAN WICKLE HOUSE, 1289 Easton Avenue, Somerset, NJ, for a relaxing afternoon spent with 

friends. The menu features tea sandwiches and savories, scones with cream and jams, fresh fruit salad, a variety of freshly 

brewed tea and a numerous scrumptious desserts. Limited seating, reservations required. $28.00 per person. Please re-

serve by November 30th. Telephone: 732-463-8363. 

mailto:chrisflp@aol.com
mailto:metlarbodine@gmail.com


6 

 

 

Sunday, December 8 -- At The Conference House, we are having a “Colonial Christmas” on Sunday, December 8th from 

12 p.m. to 4 p.m. located at 7455 Hylan Boulevard, S.I., N.Y. 10307. There is a donation of $3.  

   Candlelight Christmas market featuring the Conference House Collection: fine crafts, Steve Nutt redware, wooden toys. 

Free hot apple cider and cookies. Home-baked goods made from 18th century recipes by the Conference House Auxiliary. 

There also will be seasonal music, and raffle drawings at 4 p.m. 

   At the Visitor’s Center: Staten Island Herb Society's herbs, crafts and baked goods. For more information: visit our web 

site : www.conferencehouse.org , call 718-984-6046 or email  

ConferenceHouseEvents@gmail.com  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, November 30 – Sunday, December 1 -- Thursday, December 5 – Sunday, December 8  -- Colonial Christ-

mas 2013 -- Celebrate Christmas Past and Present in Bedminster. Step back in time (to the winter of 1778-79) and 

visit Bedminster’s historic Jacobus Vanderveer House & Museum, which opens its wreath-clad doors for the eleventh an-

nual Colonial Christmas show house and tour for two weekends.  

     The fundraiser features:  house tours, artisans selling handmade items, Colonial holiday decorations, Colonial musicians 

and re-enactors, Santa visits, and permanent exhibits -- The Kitchen Hearth, The Vanderveer Parlor, The Knox Bedroom 

and the Lumber Room.  A champagne tour of the home, followed by a gala reception sponsored by Investors Bank at 

Trump National Golf Club, will be held Friday, December 6.  The gala will feature the premier of a digital representation of 

the Pluckemin Cantonment (where Gen. Henry Knox established America’s first military training academy).   

     Admission is $10 (children 12 and under, free). The house is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Saturday and Sunday, Novem-

ber 30 and December 1 and Thursday through Sunday, December 5-8.  The Jacobus Vanderveer House is located at 955 

U.S. Highway 202/206 in Bedminster’s River Road Park.  For tickets and information about Colonial Christmas and Fri-

day’s gala, phone (908) 396-6053 or visit www.jvanderveerhouse.org. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  November 27-January 5 – Festival of Trees -- Morven Museum & Garden 

    Morven’s annual Festival of Trees has become a must-see Princeton holiday tradition. Enjoy the museum’s elegant thir-

teen galleries decorated for the holidays and adorned with trees artfully decorated by local businesses, garden clubs, and 

non-profit organizations. This year’s Festival of Trees exhibitors include: The Arts Council of Princeton, Stony Brook Gar-

den Club of Princeton, Dogwood Garden Club, Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton Doll & Toy Museum, Vicki 

Trainer, Rutgers Master Gardeners of Mercer County, McCarter Theatre, Keris Tree Farm & Christmas Shop, Barbara L. 

Mulea, Landau’s, Hulit’s Shoes Inc., and One Simple Wish. 

      Morven Museum & Garden, 55 Stockton Street, Princeton. Cost: $5 and $6; Friends of Morven, Free. No reservations 

necessary. Wednesdays through Fridays, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. Visit Morven’s website, 

www.morven.org or call 609-924-8144, x106 

Upcoming meetings: Saturday, Jan 18: Abraham Staats House -- Sunday, Feb 9: Fiddler’s Elbow Golf Club  

     The Abraham Staats House was built c. 1740 on the Raritan River in what was then unincorporated land of Somerset 

County, which became the county’s Eastern Precinct, and after that Franklin Township. By 1769, owner John Staats conveyed 

the house and its 272 acres to his son Abraham, most likely in anticipation of Abraham’s marriage to Margaret Dubois in 1770. 

In addition to farming, Staats taught mathematics, surveying, and navigation. In the late spring of 1779, one of Washington’s 

generals, Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a Prussian military officer who so effectively trained American troops and was 

known as the “Drillmaster” of the army, used the Staats House as a headquarters during the Middlebrook Cantonment 

(Encampment). On May 1, 1779, General and Mrs. Washington and about sixty of his military officers visited the Staats House 

for an outdoor reception and military review arranged by von Steuben for the visiting French and Spanish ambassadors. 

     The Staats and their descendants owned the property for more than 200 years. In 1999, the house and remaining four acres 

of land were acquired by the borough of South Bound Brook as a municipal historic site. The house is listed on the State and 

National Registers of Historic Places and is a fine example of 18th- and early 19th-century Dutch and Federal architecture.   

     The tours, programs, and events at the house, such as the Battle of Bound Brook and Tory Jack Day, are planned and run by 

the Friends of Abraham Staats House, a not-for-profit organization. 

     Directions to the January 18 meeting will be given in the January issue of The Link. 

Saturday, Mar 15: Hillsborough Reformed Church -- Saturday, Apr 19: Annual Meeting - U.S. Golf Association 

http://www.conferencehouse.org
mailto:ConferenceHouseEvents@gmail.com
http://www.jvanderveerhouse.org/
http://www.morven.org
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trade association of 11,800 members in 

agricultural businesses. Robin chaired the 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary 

building committee, and broke ground for 

a new school in August. 

     Still, the farm, as Abe said, is the core. 

The insurance office is built on what once 

was their farmland, just 200 yards from 

the farm retail store, where they sell their 

vegetables, brown eggs, and sausage made 

from their pigs. They had a dairy herd  

until the mid-1960s, then beef cattle for     

another decade, but they now primarily 

grow hay for the state’s equestrian and 

racing farms. 

    “We have about 200 acres of Timothy 

hay, which is high-protein hay for              

high-end horses,” Ryck said. On the other 

100 acres they grow Jersey staples:             

tomatoes, zucchini, eggplant, peppers,    

cucumbers, summer squash. There’s a blackberry patch and beehives for honey. 

     “My image of the land is like that of a stiff cotton fabric — the more you wash it and iron it, it softens,” 

said Robin, who pitched bales and raked hay as a girl. “It becomes pleasant to the touch. That’s how I see our 

farm.” 

     Suydams began farming in the area in 1713, after 50 years of farming in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn. 

“In 1713, this was the frontier,” Ryck said. The first parcel was off South Middlebush Road, in the Six-Mile 

Run valley. The historic Van Liew-Suydam house is near the original farm, but that is not included in the           

Suydams’ current 300 acres. 

     “The eldest son got the farm, so my ancestor, who was not the eldest son, moved next door,” Ryck said. 

Over the years, the farm grew. Selling corn to George Washington’s army was one financial windfall. Selling 

timber and whisky to the army during the War of 1812 was another. But the enduring fabric of the family             

history is more personal. 

     “What happened was that everybody married the boy or girl next door,” Robin said. “In our family line we 

have Van Liews, Beekmans, Pumyeas, and Skillmans (the farm entrance is on Skillman’s Lane). At one point, 

there was a large parcel across Route 27 in South Brunswick, but it had to be sold during the Depression. 

     “My great-grandfather had to sell it off to preserve the main farm,” Ryck said. It is that desire to keep   

farming that has spun years into centuries and created a patchwork quilt of family history older than the nation.  

     “In 1943, when I was 13, I was ushered into the presence of my grandfather, who was dying of cancer,” 

Abe said. “And he asked me if I had an interest in farming, because if I did, he was going to leave the farm to 

my father, and if I didn’t, he’d leave it to his other children.” 

     Ryck said he had that same conversation with his grandfather, who was Abe’s dad. Just as Abe had it with 

Ryck’s sons. “I got my two youngest grandsons together awhile back and asked them,” Abe said, “and they 

indicated they were interested.” He said this with the slight smile of a man who knew the answer. He will be 

84 soon, and in the span of his life, has been the grandson and grandfather of the farmers, a firsthand witness 

to five generations of Suydams working their land.  

     “Like they say, they’re not making anymore (land), and once you let it go, it’s gone,” Abe said. “I believe 

we all recognize that.” 

 

 

     Ryck Suydam is the 12th generation of Suydams to farm in New Jersey, dat-

ing back to 1713. Today he takes a 90-minute break from the Suydam Insurance 

Agency to plow his field where corn had been harvested this summer in prepa-

ration for planting winter rye. Somerset, NJ 10/14/13 (John Munson/The Star-

Ledger) 
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