
  

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

-Treasurer- 
Rett Zabriskie, who has been a Board member 
of the Alliance since its inception, was our first 
President, and has most recently served as the 
Treasurer of the organization, is retiring from 
the Board.  He has been a tireless and dedi-
cated member and his advice is simply irre-
placeable.  We wish him well.  We welcome 
Shirley Smoyak as the new Treasurer. 
 

-Committees- 
The Alliance welcomes your participation.  Sev-
eral committees, including Program, Fundrais-
ing, and Publications, are looking for partici-
pants.  Anyone interested in serving on a Com-
mittee, please contact the Committee Chair or 
me at 732-247-8880. 

 
- Board Meeting  - 

Please join us for the monthly Alliance Board 
meetings, the next of which will be on Novem-
ber 16, 2006 at East Brunswick Historical Soci-
ety, Milltown Road.                                
 

 - Executive Committee - 
The Executive Committee will meet on the 
first Thursday of each month at 1:00pm at 415 
Cleveland Avenue.  All Alliance Officers and 
Committee Chairs should attend. 
  

 

- RMHA Website - 
If you haven’t seen our new website, visit  
www.raritanmillstone.org.  The Guidebook, 
event calendar, previous issues of the Link, and 
links to other preservation organizations are all 
available on our site! 
 
   - Peter A. Primavera 

The Link 
joining the sites along the rivers 

           

              NEW JERSEY’S DARKEST HOUR  
 

Our story begins with Princeton’s most legendary 
American Revolut ionary fami ly ,  the Stocktons.  Historic 
Morven, an imposing Georgian house in the center of 
Princeton, on Route 206, was the home of Richard 
Stockton I I I ,  s igner of the Declarat ion of Independ-
ence, and his wife,  Annis Boudinot Stockton. I t  stands 
on land purchased by his great-grandfather, Richard 
Stockton, cal led “The Sett ler ,” or “First Immigrant,” in 
October 1701 from Wil l iam Penn, a Proprietor of 
West Jersey.  The west wing,  the earl iest surviv ing sec-
t ion of the house, was bui lt  in 1758. Four successive 
generat ions of the Stockton family l ived here.  
 
In those days,  a lthough Princeton was a smal l  v i l lage,  a 
constant stream of travelers passed by Morven, con-
venient ly situated on the King’s Highway, which ran 
from El izabeth Point across the Raritan River at In ian’s 
Ferry (New Brunswick) to the Fal ls of the Delaware 
River at Trenton. This main thoroughfare of Princeton, 
now cal led Nassau Street , is bel ieved to fol low the 
orig inal Native American trai l  between the Raritan and 
Delaware Rivers. Princeton was named Prince-Town in 
honor of Prince Wil l iam of Orange and Nassau. 
 
Annis Boudinot Stockton was the s ister of El ias 
Boudinot IV, President of the Continental  Congress,  
who resided at Morven during the Princeton session 
of the Continental Congress in 1783. Between June 
and November 1783, Princeton Borough was the de 
facto nat ional  capital  when the Continental  Congress,  
threatened by unpaid soldiers in Phi ladelphia , moved 
its del iberat ions to Nassau Hal l  on Nassau Street .  
And it  was during that session that Congress thanked 
Washington in person for his conduct of the war.  
El ias Boudinot had also served as President when the 
Continental  Congress rat i f ied the Treaty of Paris ,  
making peace with Great Brita in and ending the war.  
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2006 Raritan Millstone Heritage  
Alliance Guide Book  

The latest edition of the Guide to Historic Sites in Cen-
tral New Jersey is now available.  The Guide comprises 
listings for 141 historic, cultural, and environmental 
sites including libraries, museums, gardens, historic dis-
tricts, and historic houses throughout  Middlesex, Som-
erset, and Mercer Counties.   
 
Copies are available at many member sites and area lo-
cations.  If you would like a copy sent to you, please 
forward $2 to cover postage to RMHA, PO Box 5583, 
Somerset, N.J. 08873-5583.  For more information, 
contact the Link editor or email us at 
info@raritanmillstone.org.  Encourage your friends and 
family to pick up a Guide and explore our shared heri-
tage!  

    

Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance 

P.O. Box 5583 

Somerset, N.J. 08875-5583 
 

an organization of individuals and 

 historic sites working 

 to promote and preserve the heritage of  

Central New Jersey 

 

officers 
 

President: Peter A. Primavera 

1st Vice President: Ann Suydam 

2nd Vice President Donald Peck 

Secretary: Sarah Israel 

Treasurer: Shirley Smoyak 

 

directors 

 

 Ann Suydam 

 George Dawson 

 Marilyn Rautio 

 Donald Peck 

 Dr. Paul Jennings 

 Sarah Israel 

 Michael Boylan 

 Constance O’Grady 

 Harvey Brudner 

 Carol Natarelli 

 Peter Primavera 

 Elizabeth Reeves 

 John Allen 

 Paula Henry 

 Shirley Smoyak 

 Jan ten Broeke 

 Kathryn Stryker 

  

 

 

The organization meets the 

third Thursday of each month, with the 

exception of July and August, 

at designated historic and museum sites 

in the region. 
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Annis Stockton was an ardent patriot and fr iend of 
George Washington. El ias Boudinot and others 
regular ly placed her poems to George Washington 
in print .  Her poem “Addressed to General  George 
Washington, in 1777, after the Batt les of Trenton 
and Princeton” invokes a tone of mythic prophecy 
st i l l  common in mi l i tary tr ibutes today.  
 
The Stocktons social ized with prominent fami l ies 
such as the Burrs,  whose son Aaron Burr,  Jr . ,  would 
become Vice President of  the United States,  and 
Wil l iam Frankl in , Royal  Governor of New Jersey.  In 
1768 Frankl in appointed Richard Stockton to the 

Governor’s Counci l  and in 1774 named him to New Jersey’s Provincia l  Supreme Court.  A moder-
ate,  he would eventual ly opt for separat ion and be selected as a delegate to the Continental  
Congress and signer of the Declarat ion of Independence. 
 
The New Jersey legis lators convened in Nassau Hal l ,  at  the Col lege of New Jersey in Princeton 
on August 30, 1776 to choose a chief executive.  Two names came quickly to mind: Richard 
Stockton of Princeton and Wil l iam Livingston of El izabeth.  Stockton seemed an ideal  choice. 
Scion of a notable New Jersey fami ly ,  he was a dist inguished young lawyer and was fervently l ib-
eral .  The vote spl i t  evenly on the f irst bal lot but later in the day the legis lators chose Liv ingston 
as wart ime governor. He was descended from a great New York fami ly of Scott ish Dissenters.  
Indeed, a lmost hal f  of  the s ignatories of the Declarat ion of Independence were of Scott ish ances-
try.  L iv ingston would later become an it inerant with a price on his head. 
 
As socia l  leaders of Princeton, the Stocktons’  home was a center for act iv it ies of the Col lege of 
New Jersey,  the name by which it  was known for 150 years,  ( i t  later became Princeton Univer-
s ity) .  Chartered in 1746 by Presbyterian Jonathan Dickinson, Pastor at El izabeth, and Aaron 
Burr,  Sr . ,  Pastor at Newark churches,  among others,  i t  was the fourth oldest inst itut ion of 
higher educat ion in Brit ish North America and the oldest in New Jersey.  Of the f irst s ix Col lege 
of New Jersey graduates in 1748, f ive became Presbyterian ministers .  The s ixth,  Richard Stock-
ton, became a lawyer. 
 
In 1762 Stockton led a group of townspeople to bui ld the First Presbyterian Church ( later to 
become the Nassau Presbyterian Church) on land owned by the College.  When Sir Wil l iam 
Howe’s forces under Major General  Lord Charles Cornwal l is  arr ived in Princeton, December 7, 
1776, soldiers str ipped the pews and gal ler ies for f irewood, which they burned in the sanctuary. 
 
After the Batt le of Princeton, January 3,  1777, both the church and the nearby Nassau Hal l ,  bui l t  
in 1756, served as barracks and hospita l  at di f ferent t imes for both the Continental  and Brit ish 
troops.  Nassau Hal l ,  the large stone bui ld ing of  Princeton’s col lege (named at the request of  
Royal Governor Jonathan Belcher in memory of King Wil l iam I I I ,  Pr ince of Orange-Nassau, who 
was from Nassau, a former duchy in Western Germany now included in Hesse) ,  was the scene in 
the Batt le of Princeton of the last stand of some 200 Brit ish garrisoned there unti l  an art i l lery 
battery led by young Captain Alexander Hamilton dislodged them. A cannonbal l  f ired by Hamil-
ton at Nassau Hal l  neat ly decapitated the paint ing of King George I I ,  convincing the Redcoats in-
s ide to surrender.  

 
Hamilton, an i l leg it imate chi ld born on Nevis in the West Indies,  orphaned as a boy, had made 
his way to New York as a teenager and studied law under El ias Boudinot at h is law of f ice in 
El izabeth.  

The portrait  of  George I I  was replaced by one of George Washington painted by Charles Wil lson 
Peale.  Earl ier in 1776, the f irst Legis lature of the State of New Jersey had convened in Nassau 
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Hal l .  And early in 1776 Hamilton attained the 
rank of L ieutenant Colonel and was appointed 
to Washington’s staf f .  Later George Washing-
ton named him the f irst  Treasurer of the 
United States.   
 
The Presbyterians, largely of Scots- Ir ish an-
cestry,  and united against Angl ican Loyal ists ,  
were in the forefront of the independence 
movement. Some of the Scots-Ir ish had emi-
grated from the North of Ireland in 1730. 
They had told their chi ldren stories of atroci-
t ies in f l icted in Ireland and Scotland by the 
government of King Charles I .  By 1770, one-
third of the churches in New Jersey were 
Presbyterian.  
 
E lected to the Continental  Congress in 1776, 
the Reverend John Witherspoon, a long with 
Richard Stockton of the Princeton Presbyte-
r ian congregat ion, s igned the Declarat ion of 
Independence. Witherspoon served as Presi-
dent of the College of New Jersey and Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church for a quarter 
of a century.  
 
Unquest ionab ly  the lead ing Presbyter ian 
statesman in America in the eighteenth cen-
tury,  Witherspoon gave leadership to the 
movement for the organizat ion of the nat ional 
Presbyterian Church. But the greatest impact 
of his leadership of the Patr iot cause was v iv-
idly evidenced by the test imony of John Ad-
ams, a v is itor to Morven on August 24, 1774, 
who described Witherspoon as “high a Son of 
Liberty as any man in America.” His strong 
advocacy of c iv i l  and rel ig ious l iberty provided 
the intel lectual  foundat ion for his support of 
American independence. 
 
John Adams could v ividly describe the Monday 
of Ju ly 1, 1776, at the Pennsylvania State 
House, about four o’c lock in the afternoon. 
While he was speaking, the door of the hal l -
way f lung open and three men entered, 
booted, spurred, rain dripping from their 
coats .  I t  was the radical  members from Jersey,  
come to vote for independence.  
 
Judge Richard Stockton, speaking for New Jer-
sey,  asked to hear the af f irmative argument 
before the vote should be taken in Committee 
of the whole.  John Adams got up, went pa-
t ient ly through the argument again as brief ly 
as he could. The opposit ion then brought 

forth two more speechmakers,  both vehement 
and abusive.  
 
President Witherspoon stepped boldly forward, 
his coat st i l l  streaked with rain and his c lergy-
man’s bib ly ing wi lted against his chest .  He then 
said,  “The dist inguished gentleman from Massa-
chusetts remarked as we came in that the colo-
nies are r ipe for independence. I  would l ike to 
add that some colonies ( looking pointedly at Al-
sop of New York) are rotten for the want of i t !” 
 
The del iberate,  agoniz ing debate that preceded 
the decis ion of the thirteen colonies to declare 
their independence probably typif ied the genuine 
feel ings of most people more than the rhetoric 
of John Witherspoon or Patr ick Henry.  I t  was as 
i f  a l l  the pass ionate oratory of Virgin ia and al l  
the overt rebel l ion of the New Englanders had 
merged in the persons of Stockton and 
Witherspoon. In a r inging preamble, drafted by 
Thomas Jef ferson, the Declarat ion of Independ-
ence declared it  “sel f -evident” that “al l  men are 
created equal ,” and were endowed with the 
“unal ienable” r ights of “ l i fe ,  l iberty,  and the pur-
suit  of  happiness .” And to this noble end the 
delegates pledged their l ives, their fortunes,  and 
their sacred honor. 
 
With the arrival  of Admiral  Lord Howe’s f leet in 
early Ju ly 1776, the war had certainly become a 
real i ty for the cit izens of New Jersey. The 
Americans knew that they had to block r iver ac-
cess to New England and so constructed Fort 
Lee and Fort Washington on opposite s ides of 
the Hudson River.  Fort Lee was named for Gen-
eral  Charles Lee, second in command to Wash-
ington, and Fort Washington for George Wash-
ington. The moment had come for Great Brita in 
to end the war. The cris is  neared as October 
turned into November,  New Jersey braced for 
inevitable invasion. 
 
The inexperienced Americans were unable to de-
fend these precarious forts against the wel l -
equipped and profess ional ly tra ined Brit ish and 
Hessian soldiers .  Fort Washington in New York 
fe l l  to Brit ish troops on November 16, 1776, as 
both Washington and Greene agonized over 
their decis ion not to have abandoned it earl ier . 
I t  cost some 2600 American men and with a l-
most 3000 Americans surrendering and the Brit-
ish capturing quant it ies of  ammunit ion,  suppl ies 
and cannon. 
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Two days later,  Washington evacuated his 
troops from Fort Lee, located about 300 feet 
above the Hudson River in New Jersey. The 
Brit ish invasion of New Jersey occurred on No-
vember 20 under the command of Major Gen-
eral  Lord Charles Cornwal l is .  He led his 6,000 
troops across the Hudson in whaleboats and 
a long a steep, l i t t le-used path that s loped up 
the rocky Pal isades at about a 45-degree angle,  
scal ing the steep cl i f fs  of New Jersey’s Bergen 
County at Closter.  I t  was a daring attack very 
l ike the one Howe had led up the steep s lopes 
of Quebec in the French and Indian War. This 
bold act ion forced General  Nathanael Greene’s 
garrison to abandon Fort Lee and leave behind 
stores of  badly needed tents ,  cannon and sup-
pl ies .  

 
Heading west ,  outf lanked and out manned, Gen-
eral  Greene quickly led the poorly c lothed and 
equipped Continental  Army of 2 ,000 across the 
strategic Hackensack River,  crossing at historic 
New Bridge Landing by the Von Steuben House, 
River Edge,  on November 21, leaving behind 
their much needed suppl ies .  Washington hoped 
to make a stand but the v ig i lance of the enemy 
did not a l low t ime for this .  The only escape 
route was this narrow bridge, and the Ameri-
cans f led over it .  Washington rode at the rear 
of the column, a fact long remembered by James 
Monroe, a newly arr ived eighteen-year-old l ieu-
tenant from Virgin ia .     
 
Washington worried about the health of his 
men and about rumors of a Brit ish invasion at 
Perth Amboy. Brit ish General S ir Henry Clinton 
had in fact argued that he and his forces land at 
Perth Amboy and thus outf lank and destroy and 
cripple the rebels before the onset of  snow. 
 
Heading southeastward to Newark in a driv ing 
cold rainstorm, pursued by the enemy, the 
Americans arr ived there on November 23, re-
maining there unt i l  the 28. They continued their 
two-and-a- hal f -week “Long Retreat” through 
El izabeth,  New Jersey’s f irst Engl ish sett lement, 
to Rahway and then Woodbridge.  
 
Continuing v ia the present Route 514, (the 
King’s Highway) they crossed the Raritan River 
at Piscataway’s r iver port ,  ca l led “Raritan Land-
ing,” into New Brunswick on the morning of 
November 29, c lattering across the 1772 
wooden Landing Lane Bridge (New Jersey’s f irst 

covered bridge, and one of the earl iest in the 
nat ion).  At the foot of  Hamilton Street towns-
people gr imly watched as f lames part ia l ly de-
stroyed that structure to s low down the Brit-
ish pursuit .  
 
A s ite marker on Rutgers’  Queen’s Col lege 
campus by Kirkpatrick Chapel describes how 
Washington spent three days and two nights at 
Cochrane’s Tavern,  New Brunswick,  whi le un-
heralded young nineteen-year-old Captain of 
New York art i l lery Alexander Hamilton, who 
had left  King’s Col lege (now Columbia Univer-
s ity) to serve in the Cause, and his art i l lery 
company cannoned Brit ish and Hessian soldiers 
on the opposite s ide of the Raritan River who 
had arrived by late Sunday afternoon of De-
cember 1. The cannon f ire fended of f  the ap-
proaching enemy long enough for Washington 
to mount his New Brunswick strategy.  
 
Here Washington sent troops ahead to scour 
the Delaware for Delaware River boats ,  espe-
cia l ly the big Durham boats from as far north 
as Coryel l ’s  Ferry (present day Lambertvi l le) 
and as far south as Burl ington to bring them to 
Trenton, twenty-s ix mi les southeast of New 
Brunswick, for his strategic withdrawal cross-
ing of the Delaware. Al l  other boats were to 
be removed to the far s ide away from the Brit -
ish.  
 
When the Brit ish troops pressed into New 
Brunswick the next morning, the Americans 
had already gone. Washington and the main 
body of the army had marched through the 
night reaching Trenton by December 2. The 
ragged army, stopped by the cold waters of the 
wide, swift  Delaware, crossed over,  causing 
Washington’s foes to label him a master of 
“defeat and retreat.” 
 
Thomas Paine, an immigrant corset-maker from 
England who had joined Washington’s l i tt le 
army, l imped along on the journey across New 
Jersey and scribbled at every stop. His words,  
written under extreme duress,  became “The 
Cris is ,” whose st irr ing paragraphs begin: 
“These are the t imes that try men’s souls .  The 
summer soldier and the sunshine patr iot wi l l ,  
in this cr is is ,  shrink from the service of the 
country;  but he that stands it  now deserves the 
love and thanks of man and woman.” 
Paine’s cry proved al l  too true.  On the last day 
of November when the enl istments expired, 
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with Stockton’s arrest ,  on November 30, as 
peace negotiators as wel l  as mi l i tary command-
ers,  Admiral  Lord Richard Howe and General 
S ir Wil l iam Howe issued a proclamation of fer-
ing pardon to al l  who would submit to Brit ish 
rule and take an oath of a l legiance to the King 
within 60 days.  Thousands in New Jersey 
f locked to the Brit ish camps to declare their 
loyalty .  
 
Richard Stockton was later released by accept-
ing a pardon from Brit ish Commander General 
S ir Wil l iam Howe as he gave his “word of hon-
our that he would not meddle in the least in 
American af fa irs during the war.” Richard 
Stockton thus became the only S igner to re-
cant, marking, arguably ,  the lowest point of the 
American Revolut ion. 

 
 

By 

Donald Johnstone Peck 
President Emeritus, Proprietary House Association 

Director, Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

 
 
 

General Greene declared the Jerseymen acted 
“scurri ly ,” ignoring the fact that New England-
ers and Southerners had left  the army as their 
enl istments had expired. 
 
With Washington and what was left  of the 
Continental  Army having crossed the Delaware 
River at Trenton into Pennsylvania ,  the inva-
s ion was complete.  The crossing was as gr im as 
the more famous one of Christmas,  1776, but 
safe from further chase because every boat for 
mi les around had been moved to the west s ide 
of the r iver at Washington’s direct ion. 
 
New Jersey was now at the mercy of the Brit-
ish with Washington and his troops on the 
western shore of the Delaware facing Tren-
ton. Fearing the Brit ish would seize Phi ladel-
phia , the Continental  Congress f led to Balt i -
more where it  would remain unti l  March. 
American troop morale was very low and 
troop desert ion was a major concern. 
 
On December 13, at Trenton, S ir Wil l iam 
Howe made one of the fatefu l  decis ions of the 
war.  He decided he and his army would ret ire 
to winter headquarters in Perth Amboy and 
New York, leaving only a str ing of outposts in 
New Jersey.  
 
By December 20, Howe and Cornwal l is sta-
t ioned Hessians at Burl ington, Bordentown 
and Trenton, moving the main Brit ish army 
back to New Brunswick and Perth Amboy, 
with an outpost at Princeton. 
 
Reports on December 22 showed only 4,707 
American soldiers f i t  for duty at the Pennsyl-
vania encampment, a drop of more than 1000 
men in two weeks.  Washington reported many 
of his men were “entirely naked and most so 
thin ly c lad as to be unf it  for service”. By De-
cember 19, the f irst of Tom Paine’s “Cris is” 
essays appeared. Washington ordered it  to be 
read to every regiment camped along the 
Delaware.  
 

Returning to Morven on November 29, with 
the Brit ish pursuing the retreat ing Americans 
down the King’s Highway in Princeton on De-
cember 3, the Stocktons f led to Tory Mon-
mouth County where in early December Rich-
ard Stockton was taken prisoner and handed 
over to the Brit ish in Perth Amboy and where 
he received brutal treatment.  Coincidental 

Your Link to the Public 
The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule, with copies distributed in 
February, May, September, and November.  News of major upcoming 
events for possible placement in the newsletter may be mailed, emailed or 
faxed to the address below. Any questions, please contact: 
 
Catherine Bull , Editor, CRCG, 415 Cleveland Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 
08904 
cbull@crcg.net  
732-247-2888 fax 
732-247-8880 phone  
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MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP HISTORY 
 

The Van Harlingen Historical Society has reissued 
Montgomery historian Ursula Brecknell’s highly ac-
claimed history of the township - 

 
 

Montgomery Township: An Historic 
Community — 1772-1972.   

 
 

Mrs. Brecknell wrote her book in 1972 to celebrate 
the bicentennial of Montgomery Township’s inde-
pendence from Hillsborough and what was known 
as the Western Precinct.  Thanks to the dedicated 
help of Candy Willis working with Ursula, the book 
has been reprinted with at new outer wrap, new 
introduction, index, notes and corrections and map 
of the township.   
 
Copies for $10 each to benefit the society are avail-
able at all Society events, at the Gulick House dur-
ing library hours the second Staurday morning of 
each month (10am-noon) and at Mray Jacobs Li-
brary.  Copies may also be ordered by mailing 
$10.00 per book, plus $3.00 shipping to VHHS, P.O. 
Box 23, Belle Mead, NJ 08502.   

ABRAHAM STAATS HOUSE 
 

November 19, 2006 
Tailgate the Canoe Races of the 22nd Annual 
D&R Canal at the Staats House 
Join us as we sit in the back yard of the House by 
the Canal for a spell as the Canal Race floats by.  
Sunday 10:00 a.m.—2:00 pm.  
 

December 16 & 17, 2006  
Holiday at the Staats House 
Community organizations decorate rooms of the 
Abraham Staats House for the holidays; the nearby 
Hendrick Fisher House (located at eh St. Andrews 
Ukrainian Church grounds, Franklin) will also be 
decorated for the holidays.  Saturday 11 a.m.—4 
p.m.,  Sunday 12:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 
For more information, go to www.staatshouse.com.  
The house is located at 17 Von Steuben Lane, South 
Bound Brook, New Jersey 08880 

 

African American Symposium  
DVD Available 

 

Copies of the DVD from the African American Symposium 
held on October 1, 2005 are available for sale for $25.  The 
subject of the symposium was the Role of the African American 
in the American Revolution & Genealogical Workshop.  The 
program included Dr. Giles Wright speaking on Black New Jer-
seyans and the American Revolutionary War, Fred Minus’s dra-
matic account of the The Testimony of Samuel Sutphin, Arthur 
Lefkowitz’s presentation on William Lee, Washington’s per-
sonal bodyguard throughout the war, and Michael Boylan’s 
presentation of Middlesex County Cultural & Heritage Com-
mission’s traveling trunk “Time of Turmoil” which detailed the 
experience of Private Oliver Cromwell, an African American 
soldier.   
 

NJ State DAR Registrar Karen Stroever conducted a Genea-
logical Workshop and Hollis Gentry spoke on black genealogy 
from 1850 back to the Revolutionary era. 
 

For information, please contact Marjorie Freeman at 609-452-
0642. 

RARITAN MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE and  

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS present 

Folktales of Franklin 
In memory of Betty Scott, local historian 

 
Several long-time Franklin Township residents from 
Griggstown, East Millstone, Kingston, Middlebush, and 
Franklin Park have volunteered to share their memo-
ries with third graders in the Franklin School system.  
The students will hear stories of life when Franklin was 
a more rural community, and will write about the 
things they have learned.  The program is organized by 
Phyllis Bruno, Director of Social Studies and Work 
Readiness, and Ann Suydam, Vice-President of RMHA. 
  
A long-time resident of Franklin and an avid historian, 
Betty Scott researched and wrote on several topics of 
local significance including the historic Dutch homes in 
Franklin and the history of Franklin’s founding families.   
She served on the Board of the Alliance for eight 
years.  She was an active volunteer with many area 
organizations including East Jersey Olde Towne, the 
Metlar/Bodine House Museum, and the Meadows 
Foundation.  She died in early 2006. 
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2006 SCHEDULED  
BOARD MEETINGS 

 

November 16, 2006 
 East Brunswick Historical Society 
 73Milltown Road, East Brunswick 
 
The East Brunswick Historical Society was organized to stimulate an inter-
est in history, and particularly East Brunswick’s history, and to protect and 
preserve historical sites and structures, artifacts, memorabilia and docu-
ments in East Brunswick, in order to create an identifiable cultural heritage 
for the community. 
 
December 21, 2006 
 Winants Hall, Rutgers University 
 7 College Avenue, New Brunswick 
 
Designed by New York architect Van Campen Taylor and constructed in 
1890, Winants Hall served as the University’s first dormitory.  Funded by 
Garrett E. Winants, a wealthy philanthropist from Bayonne, the building 
was the only dormitory until 1915.  In the 1940s, Winants Hall was 
adapted for administrative and department offices.  The building under-
went restoration in the late 1980s. 
 

all meetings start at 1:30 unless otherwise announced 

 

Blackwells Mills Canal House 
 

November 11-12 AUTUMN SALE 
Skip the crowded malls!  Select holi-
day gifts at the Canal House.  Find 
antique treasures, collectibles, china, 
lace, and household items for family, 
friends, and yourself.  Saturday 10 
a.m.—4 p.m., Sunday 12 p.m.—4 
p.m. 
 

Corner of Canal Road & Blackwells 
Mills Road, Somerset, N.J. 
 
For more information about events at 
the Canal House visit the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal website at: 
http://www.dandrcanal.com/friends_b
wm.html 

 

Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Fall Sunday Program Series 
 

Celebrating the First Five Presidents of the United States  
Patriots in New Jersey during the American Revolution 

 
 
November 12, 2006 
1:00pm: Champagne Brunch at O’Connor’s Beef ‘N Chowder House, 1719 Amwell Road 

(Route 514), Somerset, N.J. Cost is $20  per person. 
2:00pm: Princeton University historian, Darren Staloff, author of Hamilton, Adams, Jeffer-

son, The Politics of Enlightenment and the American Founding will speak on 
President John Adams.  Suggested donation of $10. 

 
December 10, 2006 
3:00pm: Practitioners of Musick, John Burkhalter, English flute, Janet Palumbo, harpsi
  chord, and Mark Trautman, organ will perform a concert in memory of Eugene 
  Roan, “Musick from the Age of Thomas Jefferson” at historic Christ Church, 5 
  Paterson Street, New Brunswick.  Suggested donation of$10.  
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ARCHIVES WORKSHOPS 
 
Grants, CAPES, and Fundraising 
Monday, November 6, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. New 
Jersey State Archives, Trenton 
Presenters: Sara Cureton, Grants Assistant, 
New Jersey Historical Commission, Mary Mur-
rin, Director of Grants Program, New Jersey 
Historical Commission, Karl Niederer, Direc-
tor, New Jersey Department of Archives and 
Records Management, and Ben Primer, Associate 
University Librarian for Rare Books and Spe-
cial Collections, Princeton University Li-
brary. 

Members of the New Jersey Historical Commis-
sion staff will discuss the Commission's 
various grant programs for historical organi-
zations and history projects. This session 
will provide information on both the general 
operating support grant program and funding 
for projects, as well as the Caucus Archival 
Projects Evaluation Service or CAPES. 
 

Included in the presentation will be tips for 
preparing successful applications and ample 
time for audience questions. Ben Primer will 
cover fundraising in a general way, dealing 
with the press and media, marketing, anniver-
sary celebrations, friends organizations, 
outreach, and other sources of income. There 
will also be a segment on applying for grants 
from the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission. 

 
Discover a Whole New World: Researching in 
Religious Archives 
Friday, November 10, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Burlington County Historical Society, Bur-
lington 
Presenters: L. Dale Patterson, Archivist-
Records Administrator, United Methodist 
Church Archives,  Margery N. Sly, Deputy Di-
rector and Assistant Stated Clerk, Presbyte-
rian Historical Society, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), and Russell Gasero, Archivist, Re-
formed Church in America 
 

The topics to be presented in this workshop 
are genealogy, social issues in religious ar-
chives, unexpected material, and ecumenical 
material (material not just related to a spe-
cific denomination or religion).  
 

For information, contact Barbara Pepe at 
(609)777-3598 or bpepe@att.net. 

Announcements 

CROSSROADS OF THE  
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 

On September 29, 2006, the U.S. Congress 
officially designated the Crossroads of 
the American Revolution National Heri-
tage Area in New Jersey. This legisla-
tion has been signed by the President, 
and New Jersey's pivotal role in the 
American Revolution is at last nation-
ally acknowledged. 
 

National Heritage Areas are special 
kinds of national parks – living land-
scapes where people live, work and play. 
Networks of partnerships among munici-
pal, county, state and federal govern-
ments, environmental commissions, his-
torical commissions and societies, busi-
nesses, recreational groups and private 
landowners work together to promote and 
preserve their heritage. New Jersey's 
new National Heritage Area stretches 
from the heights of the Palisades at Ft. 
Lee in Bergen County through the 1700 
acres of Morristown National Historical 
Park in Morris County to the southern 
shores of the Delaware River at Red Bank 
Battlefield in Gloucester County.  It 
encompasses all or parts of 14 counties, 
214 cities and towns and several hundred 
National Registered Historic sites. 
 

Crossroads Association President Kevin 
Tremble points out that, "The Heritage 
Area will help us develop a coherent vi-
sion for the more than 250 Revolutionary 
War sites in New Jersey that are recog-
nized as nationally significant. We will 
link them together to tell the overall 
story of New Jersey's important role in 
the Revolutionary War." 
 

Crossroads of the American Revolution 
Association is designated in the legis-
lation as the managing entity for the 
National Heritage Area. Founded in 2002, 
the Association is actively pursuing six 
priorities in our Heritage Area: heri-
tage education, ethnic and cultural con-
servation, environmental conservation, 
historic preservation, recreational 
heritage trails and heritage-based eco-
nomic development. For more information, 
go to www.revolutionarynj.org. 

 



Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

P. O. Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

                                                               The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and organizations representing sites within the region of 
the Raritan and Millstone River systems.  In an area that has continually contributed to the strength of the United States, we seek, 
through our programs, to promote, protect and preserve an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational 
heritage as we work to be a model for current and future generations by promoting the rich heritage of our American society. 

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
Membership Application 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contact (if organization): ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:   _________________________________      Email:  ________________________________ 
 

$30 _____ Individual            $30 _____ Site 
 

Please make check payable to Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
Please return: Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ  08875-5583 


