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The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance

Celebrating 30 Years!

Celebrating its 30th anniversary,
September 19, 2026, Board Meeting
of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage
Alliance will be held at the main
restored barn of the Hagaman
Farm  Complex, 209  South
Middlebush Road, Somerset, NJ
08873 between 10 AM and Noon.
This site in the Fifth Edition of the
RMHA “Historic Sites in the Raritan | = _ : '

& Millstone Valleys” is listed in the , —— == 7_1___:? .
National and New Jersey Register : T~

of Historic Places as part of the Six-
Mile Run Historic District and is

N

The Historic-Hageman Horse Barn,

managed by The Meadows hosting events since 1876!
Foundation. All individual and site (and for people since 2009!)

members are welcome to attend.
www.themeadowsfoundation.org

Guest Speaker at Board Meeting

In keeping with the RMHA’s 2026 celebration of the Semiquincentennial of the United States of America.
the RMHA is honored to welcome back its guest speaker, Paul F. Soltis, New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection historian for Rockingham State Historic Site, George Washington’s final wartime
headquarters in 1783. Paul contributes to “Revolution NJ,” New Jersey’s official observance of the 250th
anniversaries of the American Revolution from 2024-2033.

Continued on page 2.
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Joining the Sites Along the Rivers

RaritanMillstone

HERITAGE
AALLIANCEAS

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

WELCOME NEW MEMBER:
Sam Davis

Continued from page 1

Guest Speaker at Board
Meeting

The topic of Paul Soltis’s talk is “Affirming
Independence: An Agreeable Excursion”
Across New Jersey, September 1776.”

Soltis will speak about the historic Peace
Conference of September 11, 1776, held at
another RMHA historic site, the
Conference House Tottenville, Staten
Island. See www.theconferencehouse.org
and info@theconferencehouse.org .

Two months after the Declaration of
Independence, as British forces pressed
against George Washington and the
Continental Army in New York, John
Adams joined Benjamin Franklin and
Edward Rutledge on a journey across New
Jersey for a conference at to meet with
the High British Admiral and Peace
Commissioner Lord Howe at his
residence, the Billop House, circa 168b5.
Soltis will follow the delegates on an
“Agreeable Excursion” across New Jersey,
encountering high diplomacy and tavern
entertainments as they affirmed the
independence of the United States.

Raritan-Millstone

Heritage Alliance

P.O. Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

An organization of individuals, organizations,
and sites working to promote preservation and
understanding of the rich, eventful, and cultural
sites located in Central New Jersey.

OFFICERS

President, Brian J. Franklin

Vice President, Brian Armstrong
Secretary, Anurag K. Singh
Treasure, John Keithler

DIRECTORS
Janena Benjamin, Barbar ten Broeke, Donald J.

Franklin, PH.D., Susan C. Keating, Donald J. Peck,
Nancy A. Piwowar

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:

The Link is published on a quarterly basis. News of
major upcoming events for possible placement
in the newsletter may be emailed to:

Gabriella Swartwood, Editor
G3
g@g3creativity.com
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Feature Article:
The Historic Peace Conference

September 11, 1776

written by: Donald Johnstone Peck

With the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776 war
had officially begun. But while the Declaration made
clear the issue of individual liberties and freedoms from
the King of Great Britain, by formal declaration, individual
colonists still had to decide which was more important,
their desire for independence or their loyalty to the
mother country.

It had been Admiral Lord Richard Howe's sincere hope
that peace with the Americans could be made.
Commander of His Majesty’s Atlantic Squadron and
Member of Parliament, Howe helped engineer a possible
peace agreement and was later appointed Acting Peace
Commissioner by Lord North, Prime Minister of Great
Britain. As early as January 1776, Lord Howe was charged
to lead a peace commission. American allegiance was
divided and Lord Howe knew that. In 1776 one third of the
colonists wanted independence, one-third remained
loyal and one-third remained neutral for a while, waiting
to see what would happen.

By June 29, 1776 more than 100 of Lord Howe's transports The spectacle of thousands

from Halifax, Nova Scotia, had dropped anchor off Sandy of mighty Redcoats drilling,
Hook. As late as June 30 the great Province of New York with only the Arthur Kill
would not instruct its delegates to the Continental between them and Perth

Congress to vote for independence. Arriving eight days
too late, on July 12, 1776, Lord Howe landed 15,000 troops
on Staten Island to add to the forces already there under
his brother, General Sir William Howe’'s command. By mid
August, a total of some 35,000 British troops, the largest
British expeditionary force ever sent overseas until World
War Il, had landed on Staten Island.

Amboy, created panic.

The spectacle of thousands of mighty Redcoats drilling,
with only the Arthur Kill between them and Perth Amboy,
created panic.
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THE RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE

2026 ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

written by: Susan C. Keating

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance Organization of Central
NJ is pleased to announce that three graduating students from
area high schools received $500 awards during Senior Award
Night. RMHA increased our participating high schools from
NORTH BRUNSWICK HS in 2025 to three high schools in 2026.
They are: NORTH BRUNSWICK HS, PERTH AMBOY HS, and
WOODBRIDGE HS. The rationale was to honor more students
due to the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America.
The RMHA Board of Directors unanimously approved the
motion to increase the number of participating schools.

This award is to be given to a high school senior who will major
in history and has an interest in NEW JERSEY HISTORY. The
establishment of this award program evolved during
discussion and approval at executive and quarterly board
meetings during 2025-2026.

The purpose of this RMHA initiative is to nurture future
historians; to raise awareness for meaningful public service for
historic preservation; and to help develop committed
citizenship in our Central Jersey communities through our high
school graduates who are the citizens of the future.

Join Us and
Support NJ History!

Raritan Millstone
Heritage Alliance
Membership Contribution
Form

Membership Fees

[ ] Individual  $35
[ ] site $35
[ ] Household $50

Additional Support Levels

[ ] Benefactor  $1,000
[ ] Patron $500
[] Sponsor $250
[ ] Donor $100

Name:
Address:
City:
State :
Zip:
Please return this form to:
Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance

PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

Thank You!
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Feature Article continued from page 3
The Historic Peace Conference

September 11, 1776

Washington, under Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, by
June 1776 had hastily organized a “Flying Camp” at Perth
Amboy with 1200 New Jersey militiamen as well as militia
from Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland to guard
against a British movement into New Jersey. Shortly after
the arrest of Royal Governor William Franklin, General
Mercer made the Proprietary House at Amboy his
headquarters.

General Mercer endured countless frustrations as he
sought to organize his command. Militia companies
came and went almost daily with the result that no
orderly troop disposition could be made. As the weeks
dragged on without the anticipated attack, the men
became restless and clamored to return to their homes.
By July 20 most of the New Jersey troops had been
temporarily excused to harvest hay in their sun-baked
fields.

Lord Howe, affectionately known as “Black Dick” and
more ominous than his brother William, held off invading
Perth Amboy. His goal was to secure New York and
possibly make peace. Perth Amboy Patriots used the
steeple of St. Pe ter's Church (the oldest Anglican parish
in New Jersey, founded in 1685) as a watchtower to keep
tabs on British and Tory activity across the Arthur Kill on
Staten Island.

Early in the war the “Flying Camp” militiamen planted an
18 pounder (cannon) between the breastworks in St.
Peter's churchyard and opened fire on a nearby British
tug-of-war vessel. The British frigate replied by breaking
the gravestone of Captain William Bryant, a fragment of
which can still be seen in the churchyard.

Here at Historic Old St. Peter's Church (in a less stressful
time) Royal Governor and Lady Franklin were provided
with a private pew, as was the custom of those times.
They presented hand embroidered linen and hangings

for the pulpit, reading desk and altar together
with matching cushions made by Lady Franklin.
Here they received the Holy Communion from
the hand wrought chalice and paten cover of
communion silver which the church had
received as a gift from Queen Anne about 1706.
(It is marked “Annae Reginae, made by Williaom
Gibson, Corey Lane, London.” Gibson first
registered his mark in April 1697.)

While two-thirds of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence were Anglican, as
a group Anglicans were by far the least
patriotic segment of the colonial population.
The church’'s connection to the British
establishment had all but demolished it when
the colonies fought that very establishment. An
incredible total of 70,000 Anglicans fled the
colonies during the war or immediately
thereafter.

The more prominent a citizen — merchant,
landowner, or royal official — the more likely he
was to leave the uncertain new nation for
England or Canada. Anglicanism all but
disappeared as a major religion though it still
held the allegiance of a small minority — the
oldest, proudest and richest families in the
country.

In a decisive move to impress upon George
Washington and his Continental soldiers the
need to negotiate a peaceful settlement, the
Howes, on August 22 landed 15000 British
troops near the narrows of Long Island. On
August 27 the British and Americans fought the
Battle of Long Island (the first great battle of the
war and the first colossal defeat for the
Continental Army) with Washington
withdrawing his army of 9500 men to
Manhattan. The Battle of Long Island had been
the largest battle ever fought in North America.
Counting both armies and the Royal Navy,
more than 40,000 men had taken part in it.
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Site Highlight:
Morven Museum &
Garden

Originally the home of one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence, Richard Stockton and his wife Annis Boudinot
Stockton, the mansion had been the home of multiple generations
of Stocktons and then, 5 governors of New Jersey.

Currently a museum and garden for the public to enjoy, the Mission
of the site is to preserve and celebrate Morven's legacy by sharing it
authentic stories. Related to American’s 250" anniversary, currently
on view until January 17, 2027 is an exhibition called, “Five
Independent Souls: The Signers from New Jersey”. Specifically, the
exhibit is about Abraham Clark, John Hart, Francis Hopkinson,
Richard Stockton, and John Witherspoon.

In June of 1775, the provincial congress of New Jersey sent five new
delegates to Philadelphia to vote for independence from Great
Britain. The men, fathers with large families, took quite the risk in
doing so because their votes would have amounted to treason
against the King.

The exhibit examines the lives
of the five signers before,
during, and after the signing. It
also displays information
about their families, important
relationships, and research
uncovering details on the
enslaved people that built,
maintained, and otherwise
worked on the property.

Another new exhibit on view is:
“Northern Family, Southern
Ties” which examines
overlooked connections
between families straddling
the Mason-Dixon Line with a
special focus on the Stockton
family, Southern influences in
New Jersey, as well as our
state’s alignment with
Southern states on the matter
of slavery.

For this and other exhibits both
on view and online, more
information and ticket
purchases are available at:
www.moraven.org

Colerain Plantation, Georgia,
1845-47. Unknown Artist. Qil
on Canvas. The Miller
Collection.
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Feature Article continued from page 6
The Historic Peace Conference

September 11, 1776

Not eager to cause further American bloodshed, Lord
Howe held out the “olive branch” of peace as well as the
sword. The King had given him authority to issue pardon
to all rebellious Americans who would remain “in
peaceable obedience” to the King.

One of several historic stained glass windows (made by
Kempe & Company of London) in St. Peter's Church,
Perth Amboy, portrays the Peace Conference of
September 11, 1776. The American Commissions crossed
over the Arthur Kill to Staten Island near the site of this
church. Lord Howe had chosen the Billopp House at
Tottenville, Staten Island, surrounded with his troops
tented on the property, for the only face-to-face
meeting between the British and Americans.

One of colonial New York's most unusual residences,
Captain Christopher Billopp’s magnificent grand stone
manor, “the manor of Bentley,” circa 1685, is markedly
different both in style and scale from the scattered Dutch
and English farmhouses on Staten Island. Built by
Scottish stonemasons from Perth Amboy, this ancient
looking fieldstone residence, impressively bold in
appearance, is characteristic of the medieval influence
on some early colonial architecture. In keeping with his
role as a leading member of New York's provincial
government and as an expression of his massive wealth,
it is an important symbol of the stability of the colonies.
Restored, it is filled with eighteenth century pieces and
exhibitions of life in colonial times.

Directly across the Arthur Kill from Perth Amboy, on a
slight rise looking out onto Raritan Bay, this national and
New York City landmark is the lone survivor of
seventeenth century buildings still standing in New York
City and the only surviving monument to the manor life
of America’s seventeenth century.

This tide water residence, an outstanding representative
of the best of colonial architecture, is the centerpiece of

the 226-acre Conference House Park, located
in the southernmost tip of Tottenville, and
recalls Staten Island’s rural and maritime past
as well as its place in American history.

Surrounded by a forest-rich ecosystem, a
natural home for migrating birds, the park’s
coastline is a great place to enjoy spectacular
marine views of open sky, cloud formations, the
Great Beds Lighthouse and the sunset. A short
distance from the Mount Loretto State Nature
Preserve, featuring stunning vistas from natural
red clay cliff bluffs, its dark sandy shore gives
way to cobblestone sized glacial rocks at the
water's edge.

Wednesday, September 1, 1776, the American
Committee of Adams, Franklin and Rutledge
departed New Brunswick and the Indian Queen
Tavern enroute for Perth Am boy. As arranged,
the Americans were met by Lord Howe's red-
and-gilt barge at the foot of Smith Street. After
crossing the Arthur Kill, they were escorted up
the great south lawn of Billopp House by Lord
Howe between lines of guards of grenadiers.
Following a half-hour lunch, the table was
cleared and the conference began.

Lord Howe must have thought, “What are these
traitors thinking about? Do they really think that
they can succeed against the might of the
world’s most powerful nation?” And in the
minds of the three great Americans there must
have been the thought “perhaps the American
experiences described in the Declaration of
Independence that ‘governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed’ and that they have
the power to absolve themselves from all
allegiance to the British Crown was foreign to
the Howes.” We don't know.

However, Lord Howe had made it abundantly
clear, wrote his Secretary Henry Strachey, that
he “could not confer with them as members of
Congress” — that he “could not acknowledge
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Feature Article continued from page 8

The Historic Peace Conference
September 11, 1776

that body which was not acknowledged by the King, whose delegate he was, — and that therefore
could only consider them merely as gentlemen of great ability and influence, private persons and
British subjects.”

To this Adams immediately replied: “Your Lordship may consider me in what light you please, and
indeed, | should be willing to consider myself, for a few moments, in any character which would be
agreeable to your Lordship, except that of a British subject.” Howe's failure to recognize American
independence was the immediate cause of the breakdown of their meeting, long after referred to as
the “Abortive Peace Conference.”

Turning to Franklin and Rutledge, Howe then remarked, “Mr. Adams is a decided character.” Many
years later Ad ams would better understand the gloomy look on Howe's face. He learned that before
leaving London, Howe had been given a list of those American rebels who were to be granted
pardons and those who were not. John Adams was to be hanged.

On September 12 Washington’s war council decided to abandon New York City. By September 15 the
British had landed at Kip's Bay and routed a small force of American militia. The American army fled
to Harlem as 4 5 the British occupied New York City. On October 12 the British landed 4000 men on
Throg's Neck but were stopped by American riflemen. Then on October 18 Washington withdrew his
main army to White Plains while Howe removed his forces from Throg’s Neck and made a swift
landing at Pell’'s Point engaging the Americans in the Battle of White Plains on October 28.

From there Washington'’s forces moved to North Castle crossing the Hudson at King's Ferry on
November 12, arriving in Haver straw, New York. From there they moved on to Fort Lee, New Jersey, by
November 13. The ominous truth had been that without sea power New York had been indefensible.
John Adams’ description of New York as “a kind of key to the whole continent” had been anything but
ambiguous.

Unforeseen by both the Howes and the Americans on September 11, 1776 would be the two brilliant
victories over the British troops on Christmas night, 1776 at Trenton and eight days later at Princeton.
By the spring of 1778 a new commander-in-chief of the British forces in America, Sir Henry Clinton,
would replace the Howes. But it wouldn't be until the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783 (largely
drafted by Benjamin Franklin) that His Britannic Majesty, King George lil, would acknowledge the
thirteen states “to be free, sovereign, and independent States.”

Thank you for reading our newsletter!
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