
1  

Volume 30, Issue 1    The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance Winter  2026  

The year of the Semiquincentennial of the United States of America 

The RMHA is proud to promote key historic, cultural, and environmental sites in Central New Jer-

sey, all of which were pivotal in winning the American Revolutionary War. A large portion of the 

war may be said to have been won in the counties of Middlesex, Somerset, Monmouth, and Mer-

cer, where shifting loyalties and local resistance on both sides posed a constant challenge to 

combatants. The 250th anniversary celebration offers many New Jersey residents the opportunity 

to learn about a war fought in their own backyards.  

While many have little knowledge of New Jersey’s role in the revolution, they are not alone. More 

than eighty-two years after the first Independence Day was celebrated in New Brunswick, New 

Jersey, on July 4, 1778, Abraham Lincoln, in his address to the Senate of New Jersey, said, “I 

cannot but remember the place New Jersey holds in the early struggle of our country. I remem-

ber that in the revolutionary struggle, none had more of its battlefields. I remember reading in my 

youth a small book – the life of Washington – and of all his struggles – none fixed itself on my 

mind so indelibly, as the crossing of the Delaware, preceding the battle of Trenton.” Lincoln’s rec-

ollection of this battle is often the only thing many folks remember about the revolution in New 

Jersey. 

                            “WASHINGTON CROSSING THE DELAWARE” 

In the predawn darkness of December 26th, Washington’s troops assaulted Trenton by surprise 

attack, unassisted. That grim morning, storms and ice had prevented two other American divi-

sions from landing in New Jersey. In a mere 45 minutes of fighting, the urgency of the scene 

quickly ended. Hessian Colonel Johann Rall fell mortally wounded. The Battle of Trenton was a 

small but vital conquest – the first notable triumph of the Continental Army and one of George 

Washington’s most incredible victories. Had the nighttime Delaware crossing and morning raid 

not happened – or worse yet failed – the insurrection would likely have fizzled. It's difficult to im-

agine how Washington could have held his army together through the winter with virtually no 

supplies and rampant abandonment. It was unquestionably the most pivotal moment of the war.  

The short campaign that followed at Princeton drove the British out of their headquarters and 

back. On a cold winter morning of January 2, 1777, Cornwallis landed 8000 troops at Sandy 

Point, Perth Amboy, and quickly marched them some 30 miles to Trenton. But under the cover of 

night, the hungry Americans, many suffering from bloodied feet wrapped in rags, moved cannon 

and horses from Trenton to near Stoney Brook, outside of Princeton, and engaged the rear 

guard of Cornwallis’s troops at sunrise. General Hugh Mercer was bayoneted seven times. His 

troops, in a state of mass confusion, began to retreat. Onto the confused stage rode George 

Washington and snatched victory from the jaws of defeat while General Mercer clung to life for 

nine days before dying at the Thomas Clark House on Princeton Battlefield.  

http://www.raritanmillstone.org
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  YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:   

The Link is on a quarterly publication 

schedule. News of major upcoming events 

for  possible placement in the newsletter 

may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the 

following  address. Any questions, please  

contact:     Donald J. Peck, Editor,                                         

The Clausen Company                                           

P.O. Box 140                                                                         

Fords, NJ 08863                 

RARITAN-MILLSTONE                                   

HERITAGE ALLIANCE                                        

P O Box 5583, Somerset, NJ                

08875-5583 

www.raritanmillstone.org  

An organization of individuals, organizations,  

and sites working to promote preservation 

and understanding of the rich, eventful, and 

cultural sites located in Central New Jersey. 

OFFICERS 

President, Brian J. Franklin 

 Vice President, Janena Benjamin 

Secretary, Anurag K. Singh  

 Treasurer, John Keithler 

DIRECTORS 

Brian  Armstrong, Barbara ten Broeke 

  George B. Dawson, 

Donald J. Franklin, PhD, 

 Susan C. Keating, 

  Donald J. Peck 

  Nancy A. Piwowar   

 

         Board of Directors meets on the third 

or fourth Saturday of  March, May,                       

September, November at designated historic 

sites museum member sites in the region  
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GRAND HOMES & GARDENS               

FREEDOM AT HOME              
March-April 2026 

As a nationally registered historic landmark, 

Morven Museum & Gardens has been a 

grand home celebrating American and New 

Jersey history for over 250 years. With a 

longstanding gardening tradition that dates 

back to a tiered Colonial garden, a 19th-

century greenhouse, and a Colonial Revival 

Garden, Morven announces a signature 

speaker series that takes audiences on a jour-

ney through the original 13 colonies, highlight-

ing the residences and landscapes of the 

Declaration’s signers and the enslaved people 

who worked these grand spaces. Phone 609-

924-8144, ext. 103 Email: info@morven.org  

Robert Bonifield 

Tara Dubay 

Brian Franklin 

Eric Kammer 

Susan Keating 

John & Karen Keithler 

C. Robert Kochek 

Francis & Maria Lutz 

Andrew J. Nagy 

Portia Orton 

Donald J. Peck & James P. Egan 

Nancy Piwowar 

Junelynn Sadlowski 

Ryck Suydam & Kimberly O’Brien 

Howard Weber 

SAVE THE DATE 

MARCH 21, 2026 10:00 AM 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Location to be announced 
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  All members of the RMHA, both individual and sites, are warm-

ly invited to join our annual celebration of George Washington’s 

Birthday with a festive lunch this year, held at Forsgate Country 

Club, 375 Forsgate Drive, Monroe Township, New Jersey. 

 On Saturday, February 21, 2026, registration will be from 12:30 

to 1:00 pm, with the three-course luncheon from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 

The dress code is country casual. Please send your  reservation 

and a check marked “luncheon” for 

$35.00 (all inclusive) per person by 

February 6, 2026, to John Keithler, 

Treasurer, 239 Amboy Ave., Unit 1, 

Metuchen, NJ 08840. 

 For many years, Samuel Davis 

has portrayed His Excellency George 

Washington in New Jersey and beyond 

and is a highly requested speaker. A re-

tired science teacher at Trenton Central 

High School, a weightlifting coach for 

30 years who has sent many athletes to 

the NFL, and a member of the Free 

Masons and the Sons of the American   

Revolution, Samuel Davis will speak 

about aspects of Washington’s military 

service in Central New Jersey during 

the war. 

                                              George Washington  by Gilbert Stuart 

 In describing George Washington, Davis described Washington as a 

very large and powerful man with exceptionally large hands and feet, which 

might have given him an awkward appearance. But he was surprisingly 

graceful, especially on horseback and on the dance floor. Blessed with a ro-

bust constitution and incredible stamina, he was a man of great passion and 

prodigious strength. His most famous portraitist, Gilbert Stuart, once ob-

served, “had he been born in the forests… he would have been the fiercest 

man among the savage tribes.’  Yet he was remarkably gentle and tender, 

especially with women and children. There are countless stories of Wash-

ington giving horseback rides to the children on his plantation. Martha’s 

favorite ploy for gaining his attention was to grab his lapels and pull his 

head down to her own 5’ 1” height so she could whisper in his ear. 
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CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL of the  DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

Led to THE ABOLITION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY  

By George Dawson 

The long-awaited Semiquincentennial – the 250th anniversary of American Independence and the Declara-

tion of Independence – arrives in early July. Prominent historian Gordon S. Wood holds that Congres-

sional approval of the Declaration on July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia led directly to the abolition of Ameri-

can slavery through the Emancipation Proclamation of President Abraham Lincoln and the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

Gordon Wood is a professor emeritus of history at Brown University in Rhode Island. It is regarded as the 

dean of American 18th-century historians, having published many books over the last 50 years or so. He 

holds America to be a “creedal nation,” holding its nationhood by a belief in principles rather than the 

common ethnicity, language or religion forming the basis of most (perhaps all) other nations. He de-

scribed this view in an essay of 2000 words or so published in the November 22-23, 2025, weekend Wall 

Street Journal, adapted from a speech delivered Monday November 17 (10 days before his 92 nd birthday), 

while receiving an Irving Kristol Award at American Enterprise Institute.  

Gordon Wood asserts in the November 22-23 Wall Street Journal essay: “The Declaration is vital to un-

derstanding who we are as Americans.” 

The 2nd Continental Congress approved a redacted version of the Declaration of Independence essentially 

written by Thomas Jefferson on Thursday, July 4, 1776. Its 250 th anniversary this year will be celebrated 

on Saturday, July 4, 2026. 

A 2nd issue involving American Independence is whether an earlier Congressional vote on Tuesday, July 

2, 1776, on a resolution proffered by Congressman Richard Henry Lee of Virginia, two days prior to the 

Fourth of July, actually sets the date for the American birthday. An “unofficial” tally vote on Monday Ju-

ly 1 showed only nine delegations in favor, meaning a loss. But the actual vote on Tuesday showed Dela-

ware, Pennsylvania and South Carolina also voting in favor of allowing Lee’s Independence resolution to 

stand. John Adams called for a day of celebration and said so in a letter to his wife, Abigail.  

Literature on American Independence now dates it on July 2, two days before the federal 4 th of July holi-

day. The Richard Henry Lee Independence resolution, while effective, has only 45 words. The much 

longer Thomas Jefferson Declaration of Independence, approved by Congress on July 4, was needed to 

establish a new nation.  

The successful Richard Henry Lee resolution, celebrated by John Adams, created doubts. Gordon Wood’s 

November 2025 essay quotes Adams himself as doubting that the United States of America would survive 

because of its religious and ethnic diversity. America emerged from the War of 1812, its 2nd war with 

Great Britain, only 29 years after the American Revolution, with a sense of strength and unity because of 

Andrew Jackson’s post-armistice 1815 victory at New Orleans. 

Yet American religious and ethnic diversity was expanding with continual immigration from Europe.  

Here Gordon Wood brings in early 1800 newsletter publisher Hezakiah Niles. He reports Niles as seeing 

America’s nationhood and offering a solution. Niles said that Americans needed new ways of thinking, 

new principles and offered as the 1st new principles those found in the Declaration of Independence, 

which holds, in its 2nd sentence that all men are created equal. Niles wrote that these Declaration of Inde-

pendence principles: shall be the base of all the rest, the common reference in cases of doubt and difficul-

ty.  

This extraordinary celebration of the Declaration of Independence, which neither Thomas Jefferson nor 

John Adams anticipated (both then, in the early 1800s, still living) may have convinced Thomas Jefferson 
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to list his Declaration authorship 1st on his tombstone among the great achievements of his life. 

The United States is celebrating the semiquincentenial 250 th anniversary of the Declaration of Independ-

ence this year on Saturday, July 4, but also observing on the same day the bicentennial 200 th anniversary 

of the deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. Congress approved the Declaration on Thursday, July 

4, 1776. Jefferson and Adams both died on Tuesday July 4, 1826, Jefferson at just before 1 p.m. in Virgin-

ia, at age 83, and Adams at approximately 5 p.m. in Massachusetts, at age 90. 

Abraham Lincoln decisively developed Hezekiah Niles’ insight on the American need for the principles 

described in the Declaration of Independence and clinched the case for the importance of the American 

Revolution to all Americans in declaring all honor to Jefferson in his much debated (but ultimately unsuc-

cessful) 1858 campaign against U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas in a bid to succeed Douglas in the U.S. 

Senate in Illinois. (Lincoln defeated Douglas and 2 others to win the U.S. Presidency in 1860.)  

Abraham Lincoln found in Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence a solution to the great prob-

lem of American identity. Lincoln grasped more than anyone ever has that the American Revolution and 

the Declaration of Independence offered us a set of beliefs that supplied a bond holding together the most 

diverse nation that history has ever known. 

 

UNCERTAIN TIMES 

The Revolutionary era offers lessons – and inspiration 

As America’s 250th anniversary nears, we more clearly recognize – and wrestle with – issues and circum-

stances present at the time of our nation’s founding that still resonate with us today. Now, as then, our de-

bates strike at the very core of who we are, where we’ve been and where we are going. Such contempla-

tion and discourse are part of being active and engaged citizens. As such, we must continually look to our 

collective past for perspective and informative context as we press forward into the future.   

 

WHY HISTORY?                                                                                                                 

By George Dawson 

The late historian-biographer David Gaub McCullough, 1933-2022, of Martha’s Vinyard, Massachusetts, 

offered a short response of about 600 words to the question of “Why History?” on the 2005 occasion of 

McCullough’s receipt of the National Book Foundation’s Medal for Distinguished Contribution to Ameri-

can letters.  

McCullough said then “…history is an extension of life. It both enlarges and intensifies the experience of 

being alive. It is like poetry and art. Or music. And it is ours to enjoy.” 

McCullough’s 600-word 1995 remarks to the National Book Foundation was discussed in early Septem-

ber by longtime “Wall Street Journal” columnist Peggy Noonan. She wrote in her column appearing Sep-

tember 6-7, 2025, in the “Journal’s” weekend edition that she had read McCullough’s 1995 remarks in the 

past summer and that they would be appearing during the current September month in a book being pub-

lished by Simon & Schuster. She said the subject of history helped drive her column and she and 

McCullough digitally communicated on occasion. 

McCullough said in his 1995 remarks that “everything we have, all our great institutions”, the arts, our 

law, exists because those who came before us built them. “Do we disregard that? Indifference to history 

isn’t just ignorant, it rude. It’s a form of ingratitude.” 

Peggy Noonan writes in her September 6-7, 2025, column: This is a wonderful sentence because it is true 

and bluntly put. Ignorance is a form of ingratitude.” Her copy editor headlined “We need to know history. 

Especially now.  
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The Simon & Schuster book containing David McCullough’s 1995 remarks was apparently published just 

a week later, under the title History Matters, with  a  portion of the 1995 speech on the back jacket and the 

full two-page speech as the opening text, entitled Why History? . The book, a collection of the late David 

McCullough’s papers over a 67-year writing career until his August 7, 2022, death, at age 89, was com-

piled and edited by Dorie McCullough Lawson, one of David Gaub and Rosalee Barnes McCullough’s 5 

children and public-life manager for her father for over 30 years, and Michael Hill, David McCullough’s 

research assistant for almost 40 years. 

Dorie Lawson writes in a Preface of a great expression of people from across America wanting more of 

David McCullouch’s perspective, more of this wisdom, more of him, and “especially now”. She writes: 

“We give you a little more of David McCullough.” 

Jon Beacham, perhaps David McCullough’s likely successor as America’s most celebrated historian-

biographer, wrote in a History Matters Forward that McCullough readers were given a “privileged seat” 

to watch “flawed people” – the “temperamental” Harry Truman (Truman) McCullough history-biography 

published 1992, the “acerbic John Adams (John Adams) published 2001, the “self-absorbed” Theodore 

Roosevelt (Mornings on Horseback) published 1981, overcome their failings to give us a “more perfect 

Union.” 

The Freehold Barnes & Noble book shop, near several Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance sites, out-did 

expectations, posting an array of many McCullough works on a book-shelving sidewall. 

David McCullough ended his 1995 remarks: “How lucky we are… to be Americans, Americans all.” 

 

 

 

RMHA FACEBOOK PAGE 

We are excited to share that the RMHA Facebook page is now active and thriving! The Board of 

Directors recently approved hiring Gabriella Swartwood to manage the page, with the goal of 

actively promoting our website and the links to all the free events at our various historical, cul-

tural, educational, and environmental sites listed on www.raritanmillstone.org. Please follow, 

like, comment, and share with your friends, family, and contacts.  

Since mid-January, we've experienced a 413% increase in views, and we have been awarded a 

Top Fan Badge from notable organizations such as NJ Realtors, Visit New Jersey, and three his-

torical groups. This indicates that we are beginning to raise awareness in the right circles. As of 

mid-January, RMHA follows 51 organizations, including the Reformed Church in America, his-

toric groups, and local town and school groups. 

Starting February 1, 2026, we will publish historical information from Rutgers University, NJ. 

The lead phrase will be “Home – New Jersey Slavery records,” with hashtags like #NJHistory 

and #RutgersUniversity #blackhistorymonth. 

 

 

 



The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

Schedule of Events 

All Sites Featured in Our Guide 

Visit www.raritanmillstone.org  

 

Heritage Trail Association 

Middlebush 5 Generals Bus Tour 

Sunday, February 22. Departs 7:45 AM 

 

Barron Arts Center Woodbridge 

The Music of Mardi Gras 

Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 1:00 PM 

Reservations essential call 732-634-0413 

 

Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum 

Open Hours 10 AM-1 PM 

February 13, 15, 27 and 28 

 

Middlebrook Symposium 

“The Middlebush Legacy” 

Saturday, March 14 at 9 AM 

Raritan Community College, Branchburg 

 

Abraham Staats House 

Celebrating Black History Month 

February 14, 2026, 10:30 AM- 1:00 PM 

Annual “Tory Jack Day” 
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

PO Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alli-
ance consists of committed individuals and 

organizations representing sites within the re-

gion of Raritan and Millstone systems.  In an 

area that has continually contributed to the 

strength of the United States, we seek through 

our programs to promote, protect and preserve 

an understanding of our rich historical, cultur-

al and educational heritage as we work to be a 

model for current and future generations by 

promoting the rich heritage of our American 

society.  


