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SUNDAY LUNCHEON AND LECTURE TO FEATURE ARTIST FRANK MCGINLEY 
 

     On Sunday, September 16 the Raritan-Millstone Heritage 

Alliance will welcome Frank McGinley to our Luncheon and 

Lecture. A celebrated author and artist from central New Jersey,                   

Mr. McGinley will show several of the one hundred  original 

paintings from his new book, Let Us Never Forget, an illus-

trated history of World War II and the Holocaust. Copies of the 

book will be available for sale ($35) at the book signing           

following the luncheon.  

     McGinley has received more than three dozen “Merit” and 

“Best in Show” awards. He was elected to the New Jersey    

Aviation Hall of Fame and serves as president of the New            

Jersey Chapter, American Artists Professional League, Inc. His 

art is displayed at the West Point Military Academy and the British War Museum  He is widely known for his 

historic paintings of many of our RMHA sites, including the Proprietary House, the Simpson United Methodist 

Church, the Perth Amboy City Hall, the Ferry Slip Museum, the Conference House, the Cross Keys Tavern, 

Buccleuch Mansion, the Wallace House, Rockingham, and Nassau Hall.  

     The event will be held at 1:00 pm at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 2 Albany Street, New Brunswick, making it 

convenient for members to visit other nearby RHMA sites, including the Poile 

Zedek Synagogue, 145 Neilson Street. Other nearby guidebook sites include Rut-

gers University, the New Brunswick Theological Seminary, the Hungarian         

Heritage Center, Christ Church, the Presbyterian Church, and the First Reformed 

Church, all in New Brunswick.  

    To register, please mail your $35 check, payable to RHMA and marked 

“September Luncheon,” to Mrs. Elyce Jennings, 851 River Road, Piscataway, NJ 

08854-5550. All checks must be received by September 10. You may also call 

Mrs. Jennings to reserve at 732-463-0767. 

            THE MUSEUM AT THE THOMAS EDISON CENTER AT MENLO PARK REOPENS 

          by Nancy Zerbe 
 

On Saturday, June 9, 2012, the museum at the Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park reopened after a two-

year renovation and development of all new interpretive exhibits. Located on the grounds of Thomas Alva           

Edison’s historic Menlo Park laboratory site, the small museum interprets Edison’s accomplishments at the  
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The Board of Directors meets on the third  
Thursday of March, May, September, 
October, and November at designated  

historic and museum member  
sites in the region. 

The next scheduled meeting of the  
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

will be held on September 20, 2012 

from 7:00—8:30 pm at the 
SAYREVILLE MUSEUM, 

425 Main Street, Sayreville, New Jersey 
  

All representatives from all Alliance 
sites are encouraged to attend. 

 
 

Directions to the Sayreville Museum: 
 

From Route 18, take the exit for Route 535 east 

through South River, and then make a left onto Main 

Street in Sayreville. The museum will be on the left-

hand side near the corner of Pulaski Avenue.  

 

From Route 9, take the exit for Ernston Road. At the 

end of the ramp, make a left onto Ernston Road west. 

Then make a left onto Washington Road (Route 535). 

Follow Washington Road for about 1 mile and then 

make a right onto Pulaski Avenue. At the end of            

Pulaski Avenue, the museum will be across the street 

to your right. 

 

 

    It is an old brick schoolhouse 

painted red, to the right of the 

Sayreville Senior Center.  
 

 
 

To be excused, contact Donald Peck at 732-

738-5522 or clausenco@aol.com in advance. 

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the 
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.  
 

   News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the           
next issue must be mailed to the editor no later than              
November 15, 2012. Pease send all items to: Linda Barth, 
editor, 214 North Bridge Street, Somerville, NJ 08876; 
barths@att.net or Ann Suydam, associate editor, 54 Skillman 
Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873; 732-846-7448.  
   Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth. Material 
submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photo-
graphs will be scanned and returned.  
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world’s first industrial research and development laboratory, including the invention of the first practical light 

bulb, the development of a complete electrical generation and distribution system, improvements in commu-

nications via the telephone and telegraphy, and the invention of the phonograph. 

Over 300 people joined the nonprofit Edison Memorial Tower Corporation (EMTC) for the Museum 

Grand Reopening Celebration. The day’s activities included guided tours of the museum’s new exhibits, the 

unveiling of the site’s new logo, and fun educational activities throughout the grounds. 

The renovation project, the first major project since the building’s construction in the early 1940s,           

included upgrades to the building’s systems, overall repairs and repainting, and—most important of all—

provisions for persons with handicaps in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The new interpretive exhibits—the first professionally developed comprehensive exhibits in the museum’s 

history—broaden the scope of the museum’s interpretation to include all aspects of the site’s history, both 

Thomas Edison’s amazing accomplishments and the twentieth-century efforts to commemorate Edison and 

his Menlo Park laboratory. 

What can you learn by going to Menlo Park? You can learn why the site has attracted people for over 130 

years. In the 1870s, people flocked to Menlo Park first to see Edison’s amazing new device to record the         

human voice and a year later for a spectacular New Year’s Eve lighting of Christie Street. Long after Edison 

left Menlo Park and the buildings fell into disrepair (and, no, Henry Ford didn’t take them all out to            

Michigan—but, you’ll learn about that too!), people continued to come to Menlo Park. In the twentieth         

century, Edison’s followers (the “Edison Pioneers”) started a tradition of commemorating the site, culminat-

ing in the beautiful Art Deco Edison Memorial Tower. Most important, perhaps, is that you’ll learn that 

Menlo Park isn’t just about what Edison invented, but how he invented. While at Menlo Park, Edison             

instituted the world’s first industrial research and development laboratory. 

Kathleen Carlucci, the Director of Interpretation, is pleased at the public’s reaction to the new exhibits.   

She noted that “visitation has increased and the guests seem very pleased with the exhibits and the tour they 

receive.” She also said that “for the first time the museum has a dedicated space for changing exhibits. The 

first special exhibit, developed by the restoration architects at Mills & Schnoering Architects, LLC, focuses 

on the restoration of the Edison Memorial Tower, which has just begun.” 

Nancy Zerbe, who led the two-year effort as president of EMTC, is thankful to the many professionals and 

volunteers who helped with the project, adding that “the design team of architect Alice Deupree of LWDMR 

Architects, LLC, exhibit designer Dan Schnur, and logo designer William Kobasz did an excellent job!” 

Located at 37 Christie Street, Edison, NJ, the museum is open Thursday–Saturday, 10:00–4:00; private 

group tours can be arranged on other days by contacting the museum.  There is no entrance fee; however,       

a suggested donation of $5.00 per 

person helps with the nonprofit’s 

costs .  For more info,  see 

www.menloparkmuseum.org or call 

732-549-3299. When you go, make 

sure to sign up for the EMTC’s   

electronic newsletter or become an 

EMTC member, so that you’ll       

receive notifications of changing  

exhibits. There are many facets of 

Menlo Park and Thomas Edison that 

the EMTC looks forward to explor-

ing through special exhibits. 
 

 

 

Mr. Edison, portrayed by Patrick Garner 

performs an experiment.  

Photo by Rajani Kanukollu.  
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GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY 

THE HISTORY HUNTERS PROJECT 

 
By Susan C. Keating, 1st Vice President, Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

 

 

THE HISTORY HUNTERS PROJECT is an initiative to promote tourism of historic 

sites in Central New Jersey in support of the state Scenic Byways initiative by means of robust, 

rigorous, educational field trips and New Jersey history curriculum projects about Central New 

Jersey communities through the use of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance’s 2012 

GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY. 

 

The HISTORY HUNTER PROJECT OBJECTIVES are: 

 

To support the historical sites of Central New Jersey during the summer and fall of 2012.  

These include DEY FARM, the historic sites in PERTH AMBOY, and the newly                

refurbished MUSEUM AT THE THOMAS EDISON CENTER AT MENLO PARK; 

 

To educate citizens, especially students, families, and citizens who are new to the Central 

New Jersey area who have never been exposed to the beauty, history, and heritage of 

this region that are now available to them as residents; 

 

To educate children of all ages about their past to prepare them for the present and the         

future; 

 

To inspire all to be lifelong learners of history, especially New Jersey and their place of 

residence in Central New Jersey. 

 

Monroe Township, the City of Perth Amboy, and Edison Township were the first locations 

to premiere HISTORY HUNTERS.  Dey Farm, historical initiatives for summer 2012 in Perth 

Amboy, and the newly refurbished Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park were the focus for 

Phase 1 of HISTORY HUNTERS. Presentations, local cable access programs, and implementa-

tion strategies at the local libraries and summer programs were the baseline to establish the 

foundation for strategies in the fall of 2012 and 2013. 

 

This interdisciplinary curriculum-based project was designed by Susan C. Keating, a         

former executive assistant to the superintendent and presently an executive curriculum               

specialist consultant. Mrs. Keating has donated her services to create and implement this             

initiative for RMHA. Due to the recession, staycations and family day trips are becoming the 

cost-effective choice for vacations. This was a most appropriate use for the RMHA guidebook. 

The next phase of HISTORY HUNTERS is to implement the project in Somerset and Mercer 

County during 2012-2013.    

 

We invite all our readers to review the GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL 

NEW JERSEY through the RMHA website, www.raritanmillstone.org. Be a HISTORY 

HUNTER.  It is a journey of learning for a lifetime! 

 

http://www.raritanmillstone.org
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  RARITAN-MILLSTONE GUIDEBOOK TO HISTORIC SITES 
 

     We are pleased to announce that the latest edition of the Raritan-Millstone            

Heritage Alliance’s Guide to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey was published this 

spring. The guidebook lists 154 sites, including museums, historic homes, libraries, 

parks, churches, bridges, graveyards, theaters, and organizations in the Raritan and 

Millstone valleys. There is also informational text about many of the towns in which 

the sites are located. 

     In late 2011 the RMHA board established an Information Technology Committee 

to shepherd completion and final printing of the 2012 Guide Book and to incorpo-

rate it into our website. Co-chairs of the IT Committee are Susan C. Keating, vice 

president, and Ann M. Suydam, founding director; other members are Linda Barth, 

George Dawson, Donald Peck, and Steve Russell, who were named as the steering 

committee. The IT Committee is charged with making all future corrections, 

changes, and additions to the guidebook electronically for our web site, 

www.raritanmillstone.org.  

     This will be the last published issue of the guidebook. From now on, the sites will 

be posted on our website, www.raritanmillstone.org, where additions and changes can be made to update the 

guide as needed. To request that a site be added or amended, please contact Donald Peck at 

clausenco@aol.com. To order copies, mail your request and shipping location to the Raritan-Millstone 

Heritage Alliance, Inc., PO Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583. 

     The guidebook committee has worked long and hard to add more information to this new version.                 

Committee members are John Allen, Linda Barth, Ursula Brecknell*, Jan ten Broeke, Ellen Dawson, George 

Dawson (editor), Sarah Israel, Elyce Jennings, Susan C. Keating, Carol Natarelli, Constance O’Grady, Marilyn 

Rautio, Christine Retz, Stephen Russell, Ann Suydam, Kathryn Stryker*, Laurel Van Leer, and Barbara 

Westergaard.  

*deceased 

RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE ELECTS  

DIRECTORS AT ANNUAL MEETING 
 

     The Annual Meeting was held on April 19, 2012 in the Grill Room of the Raritan Yacht Club,               

Perth Amboy, NJ. 

      Elected to the Class of 2015 were Linda Bassett, Gordon Bond, Wendy Kennedy, Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller, 

Jason Slesinski, and Christine Retz. Directors who had previously been elected are as follows: 

       Class of 2015  

     John Allen, Jan ten Broeke, and Fred Frintrup  

       Class of 2014  

        Elyce Jennings, Dr. Paul Jennings, Carol Natarelli, Constance O'Grady,   

      Stephen Russell, and Barbara Westergaard  

       Class of 2013  

      Linda and Bob Barth, Dr. Helen Brudner, George Dawson, Susan Keating,   

            Donald Peck, Marilyn Rautio, and Ann Suydam 

      

     The membership also voted to create the position of Second Vice President. 

  

     At the May 17, 2012 meeting of the Board of Directors, the following officers were elected:                   

Donald J. Peck, President; Susan C. Keating, Vice President; Dr. Helen Brudner, Second Vice President;            

Jason Slesinski, Secretary; and Stephen Russell, Treasurer. 
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   CALENDAR OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY EVENTS 
 

Saturday, August 25 and September 15 - Stony Brook Walking Tour, 2:00-3:00. The Historical Society of 

Princeton will lead a walking tour of historic Stony Brook. Visitors should meet at the Updike farmhouse, 354 

Quaker Road. Following a portion of the trail Washington took from Trenton to the Princeton Battlefield, the 

one-hour tour will include stops at the Stony Brook Meeting House and cemetery. FREE, with museum               

admission ($4). Please call 609-921-6748 x102 for more information. Registration is not required. 
 

Sunday, August 26, September 2 and September 9 - Walking tour of Princeton, 2-3 pm. Enjoy a 1.9 mile, 

two-hour walk around downtown Princeton and the University campus as you learn about historic sites in the 

area, including Bainbridge House, Nassau Hall, the University Chapel and Palmer Square. The early history of 

Princeton, the founding of the University and the American Revolution are just some of the stories from Prince-

ton’s history that you will learn on your tour. Meet and purchase tickets at Bainbridge House, 158 Nassau Street. 

$7 per adult; $4 children ages 6 to 12; free for children age 5 and under. Please call 609-921-6748 x102 for more 

information. Registration is not required. 
 

September 28 through January 13–Morven exhibit: Portrait of Place: Paintings, Drawings, and Prints of 

New Jersey (1761-1898), from the Collection of Joseph J. Felcone. This exhibit, featuring over 100 original 

works depicting New Jersey, aims to compile a scholarly examination of the state’s visual history. This private 

collection of lithographs, aquatints, engravings, watercolors, and oil paintings, presents a unique look into the 

wide variety of images made of New Jersey in the 18th and 19th centuries. Featuring historical prints, pictur-

esque landscapes, political portraits, and architectural and cityviews, Portrait of Place, explores the spectrum of 

New Jersey’s graphic history. With an assortment of images that have hitherto not be studied or, in some cases 

publicly displayed, the collection of Joseph Felcone, looks to be the first wide-ranging and scholarly look into 

New Jersey’s richly illustrated past. Morven Museum & Garden, 55 Stockton Street, Princeton, NJ 08540; 

hours: Wed. – Fri. 11-3; Sat. & Sun. 12-4. 

Saturday, September 15 – 236th Anniversary of the 1776 Peace Conference. 11 am–4 pm (Rain Date:          

Sunday, September 16). Children’s activities, historic house tours, re-enactments, crafters, colonial dancing,     

colonial outdoor cooking, live music, and so much more! A fun-filled event for the whole family on the Great 

Lawn in Conference House Park! Admission: $5.00 – adults; $3.00 - children (12 and under) and seniors. Con-

ference House Association, 7455 Hylan Blvd. Staten Island, NY 10307. For additional information please call 

718-984-6046 or visit our website: www.conferencehouse.org.  
 

Wednesday, September 19 – “Struggle Without End: The Civil War's Impact on New Jersey,” a new          

exhibition at Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers University Libraries in New Brunswick, will 

open September 19, 2012 with a keynote address by James McPherson. For more information, please see http://

www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/news/12/07_civil_war_nj_impact.shtml 
 

Saturday, September 29 - “Celebrate New Jersey.” Save gas as you tour our wonderful state from the comfort 

of your chair in the Hillsborough Library at 2:00 pm. Experience the famous and not-so-famous people, places, 

and events of our great little state. Explore our diverse geography: mountains, highlands, rivers, lakes, and            

seashore. Visit the South, the North, the Central, and little-known places in between. See the many inventions 

made in New Jersey, including the Band-Aid®, the bar code, and Bubble Wrap®. See the largest clock and flag 

in the world. Follow George Washington as he criss-crossed our state. 379 South Branch Road, Hillsborough; 

908-369-2200. Sponsored by the Somerset County Historical Society. somcohistoricalsociety@gmail.com.  
  

Thursday, October 4 - New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance fall meeting: Alexander Library, 169 College 

Avenue, New Brunswick. Business meeting at 3 pm, followed at 4:15 pm by Stephannie Hoagland's program, 

"The Rise, Fall & Resurrection of DooWop Architecture in Wildwood, NJ."  Parking passes for the event can be 

emailed. craftg@rulmail.rutgers.edu. 

 

      (continued on page seven) 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/news/12/07_civil_war_nj_impact.shtml
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/news/12/07_civil_war_nj_impact.shtml
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 FRED FRINTRUP WINS FILM AWARD 
 

       Congratulations to our own RMHA director Fred Frintrup for          

winning the award for Best Home Grown Documentary Short at the 10th 

Annual Garden State Film Festival. 

       Produced by Visionary Video & FilmWorks Studios, the film, “The 

Twin Lights of the Navesink Highlands,” depicts the beauty and the history 

of this wonderful New Jersey lighthouse. 

       In 2009 Fred, the producer/director, won the Telly award for 

the video, “Historic Griggstown: Then and Now,” and in 2011 he 

won for “Rockingham: The Road to Peace.” The Telly Awards 

honor the very best film and video productions, groundbreaking 

online video content, and outstanding local, regional, & cable TV 

commercials and programs.  

APOLOGIES: The Board of Directors apologizes for the inadvertent omission of the name  

of Laurel Van Leer from the guidebook committee in the recently published fourth edition            

of the Guide to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey.  

    We also apologize for the omission of the name of Barbara Howard from the list of Friends 

of the Rivers donors in the new guidebook. 

 CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS (continued from page six) 
 

Saturday-Sunday, October 6-7 – Open House New York 10th Anniversary Weekend. 11 am–4 pm. Join 

us as we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Conference House becoming a historic house. Enjoy a tour of 

this beautiful piece of history, enjoy a light snack and beverage and then take a stroll around the trails of 

beautiful Conference House Park, take the children to the playground, or visit the South Pole. Conference 

House Association, 7455 Hylan Blvd. Staten Island, NY 10307; For additional information please call 718-

984-6046 or visit our website: www.conferencehouse.org. 
 

Saturday, October 27–Conference House Association Halloween Extravaganza. Noon–4 pm. Children’s 

activities, crafts, rides, games, costume parade, food and fun. 7455 Hylan Blvd. Staten Island, NY 10307. 

For additional information please call 718-984-6046 or visit our website: www.conferencehouse.org. 
 

Current Exhibit at the American Hungarian Foundation Museum: The Collection, Past and Present                   

Acquisitions of the American Hungarian Foundation. The exhibit explores the collection of the museum by 

showcasing past and present acquisitions and tells the story not only of American Hungarians, but also of 

Hungary through fine art, textiles, folk art, sculpture, and photographs. Tuesday-Saturday, 11–4 pm and       

Sunday, 1–4 pm. Donation: $5.00. 732-846-5777; info@ahfoundation.org; www.ahfoundation.org. 300 

Somerset Street, corner of Bethany.  
 

Concert Series: Six Mile Run Reformed Church presents its Fall Serenade, a series of concerts to benefit the 

repairs to the historic organ. Since some of the dates have to be confirmed, please check the church website, 

www.sixmilerun.org, in September for updates. Six Mile Run Reformed Church, 3037 State Route 27, 

Franklin Park. Concerts are held once a month at 5:00 pm from September through December. Ensembles 

scheduled to participate this fall include a Balalaika orchestra and the Rutgers Jazz Trombone Ensemble 

(Christmas Concert) among others. Tickets can be purchased at the door. 732-297-3734.  

mailto:info@ahfoundation.org
http://www.ahfoundation.org
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