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 “GEORGE WASHINGTON” TO ATTEND BIRTHDAY FETE 

By Christine Retz 
    

  For nearly 10 years David Emerson has been portraying George Washington at festivities around the             

country and is a much-requested speaker with the New Jersey Council for the Humanities. He is featured as 

General Washington in the recent New Jersey Network production “The Ten Crucial Days.”  

     I am very pleased to tell you that Mr. Emerson will be joining us at our annual celebration of President 

Washington’s  birthday, which will be held on Sunday, February 9, at Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in            

Bedminster. (See details on p. 3.) 

    I had the opportunity recently to interview Mr. Emerson. Asked what makes our first president so                        

fascinating, he said, “Portraying George Washington is a challenge because of the complexity of his           

character. Analyzing his personality to find the ‘real’ George Washington buried beneath the myth and legend 

is not unlike trying to find the heart of an artichoke; you keep stripping off leaves to find the ‘true’ center only 

to discover the leaves you have discarded were the artichoke. 

   “In many ways his fascination is that he is a study in contradictions. A very large and powerful man with 

exceptionally large hands and feet which might have given him an awkward appearance, he was surprisingly 

graceful especially on horseback and the dance floor. Blessed with a robust constitution and incredible           

stamina (when he led the retreat at Braddock’s Defeat which gained him early notoriety during the French and 

Indian War, he was suffering from such severe dysentery he had to 

tie pillows to his saddle in order just to sit on his horse) yet he           

constantly worried about his health and took an almost morbid 

pleasure in predicting his own early demise.  

     “He was a man of great passion and prodigious strength. His 

most famous portraitist Gilbert Stuart once observed, ‘Had he been 

born in the forests ... he would have been the fiercest man among the 

savage tribes.’ Yet he was remarkably gentle and tender especially 

with women and children. There are countless stories of him giving 

horseback rides to the children of his plantation. Martha’s favorite 

ploy for gaining his attention was to grab his lapels and pull his head 

down to her own 5’1” height so she could whisper in his ear. 

    “He could be agonizingly slow in making up his mind about an 

issue, which led many of his detractors to consider him indecisive. 

However, once his mind was made up he would act upon his             

decision with an alacrity that bordered on rashness. He had a              

commanding presence about him that was frequently described as 

patrician, yet he took an almost childlike delight in any kind of 

 

                               (continued on page three) 
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meets in January and in June. 

The next scheduled meeting of the  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

will be held on Saturday, January 18 at  

10:00 a.m. at the Abraham Staats House,  
17 Von Steuben Lane, South Bound Brook 08880 

Representatives from all Alliance sites are  

encouraged to attend.   

 
To be excused, please call Wendy Kennedy, 908-303-

2847 or Fred Mueller, 908-359-3391. Thank you. 
 

             Directions to The Abraham Staats House 

Interstate Route 287, traveling NORTH 

Take Exit 10 onto Route 527 New/Brunswick/South Bound 

Brook. Follow Route 527 (Easton Avenue) north.  Easton Avenue 

turns into Main Street, South Bound Brook.  Turn right onto Von 

Steuben Lane. Rear of house and driveway/parking area is located 

at end of Von Steuben Lane. 

 

Interstate Route 287  Traveling SOUTH 

Take Exit 10 (Route 527 New Brunswick/South Bound 

Brook). At the bottom of the exit ramp immediately get into the 

left lane and make a left turn (go under the overpass of Route 

287). Follow Route 527 north as above. 

 

Directions from Trenton & points South - Route 206 North 

Turn right onto Route 533 North (Go about 8 miles). Turn right at 

light onto Route 514 East (Amwell Road). Go about 4 miles. Turn 

left at light onto Route 621 (Elizabeth Street). Go about 3-5 miles) 

and turn right at signal light onto Route 610 (Edgewood Terrace).   

Follow curving road to the end and turn right at the stop sign onto   

Route 527 (Main Street). Go 1 block and turn left onto Von Steu-

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the 
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.  
 

   News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next 
issue must be mailed to the editor no later than March 15, 
2014. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North Bridge 
Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 (908-722-7428) or to Ann          
Suydam, Associate Editor, 54 Skillman Lane, Somerset, NJ 
08873 (732-846-7448). 
   Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth, 908-           
722-7428; barths@att.net. Material submitted electronically 
should be in WORD format. Photographs will be scanned            
and returned.  
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spectacle and regularly attended the theatre, concerts, puppet shows, the          

circus, and any other kind of public display. Throughout his life he actively 

sought fame, honor, notoriety, and prestige but was so painfully shy that             

sitting for a portrait was a torture because he hated to be stared at. 

    “He exuded trust and confidence yet was plagued by self-doubt and repeat-

edly deferred to those whose judgment and experience he felt was greater than 

his own. Cautious by nature he was capable (as he proved at the battles of 

Trenton and Princeton) of taking huge risks when the situation called for it 

even flying in the face of conventional wisdom to back a long shot. Highly 

protective of his reputation and sensitive to criticism, he went to extreme 

lengths to meet societal expectations. Yet he had a soft spot and fondness for 

rascals and ‘bad boys’ and found the antics of Gouvenor Morris and Allan 

McLane endlessly amusing; almost as if he envied their ability to flout social conventions. He was fiercely 

loyal to his friends and endlessly forgiving of their foibles and misdemeanors yet could turn on them ruthlessly 

and viciously if he felt they betrayed him. 

   “That there has never been a truly satisfying movie portrayal of Washington is due largely I suspect because 

of the impossibility of trying to cast the role. To do the man justice would require a single actor who possessed 

the sensitive soul of a Leslie Howard, the dramatic flair of a Laurence Olivier, and the physical presence of 

John Wayne. In the end Washington himself deliberately contributed to the myth that surrounds him for a very 

practical reason; he seemed to intuitively realize that what his country needed was more than just a leader, but 

a symbol. He spent his life trying to fill that role. So he remains a study in contrasts: the melancholy optimist, 

the conservative revolutionary, the realistic visionary, the practical idealist, the most private of our public           

figures, an enigma.” 

    What was his best characteristic? “He had so many admirable qualities it is hard to pick out just one or even 

a few. Probably the one that served both him and the country best was his ability to learn not only from his 

own mistakes and successes, but from those of others as well. Hampered by what he considered a defective 

formal education (which led him in later years to propose the establishment of a national university and to      

contribute to the founding and maintenance of numerous colleges), he seemed to be born with an intuitive                     

understanding of the scientific method and was constantly ex-

perimenting with innovative ways of improving his farms at 

Mt. Vernon. Though not at all a scholar he read voraciously 

about subjects that interested him such as agriculture and 

military affairs, eventually making himself expert in both 

fields. 

    “While his early military training consisted entirely of   

frontier fighting and slight exposure to the British Regular 

Army during the French and Indian War, he was able to glean 

from that experience a firm foundation of strategy and tactics 

that could be applied to conventional warfare. His approach to 

generalship was much like his approach to farming; an experi-

mental method. As each new situation arose he would try new 

things, then save those elements that worked while jettisoning 

those that didn’t to be replaced by other ideas, even some   

borrowed from his enemy, the next time. From out of this 

process he eventually synthesized both an army and a strategy 

that was uniquely American yet effective. 
   “He was also blessed with a jeweler’s eye for spotting both 

the talent and flaws in others, even in those he did not          

particularly like. He once observed, ‘We must make use of 
    (continued on page four) 

George Washington Birthday Celebration! 
 

Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, 12-3 p.m. 

Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club 

811 Rattlesnake Bridge Rd. 

Bedminster, NJ 07921 

908-439-2123 

$35/person. Guests are encouraged to attend. 
 

    Please join us for this very special event, 

honoring the birthday of our first president.  

    Menu: Grilled Sirloin Burgers, Maryland 

Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes, or Trio Salad. A 

complimentary glass of wine is also available. 

    Our special guest speaker will be noted 

Washington presenter David Emerson. He will 

cover various topics, including the “Forage 

War” during the winter of 1777, the spring 

1777 Middle Brook encampment, the Winter 

Cantonment of 1778/79 at Bound Brook and 

the development of the Military Academy in 

Pluckemin.  Questions are welcome! 
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people as we find them, for they will not be as we would wish them to be.’ He had a positive genius for          

recognizing and surrounding himself with young men of promise then grooming and nurturing them by            

placing them in positions that would showcase their talents to greatest advantage while minimizing their           

deficiencies.   

    “Perhaps the best example of this organic synthesis was the assault on the supposedly invulnerable          

British bastion at Stony Point: a surprise attack (shades of Trenton) nighttime bayonet raid (borrowed          

from British Gen. Charles Grey’s attack at Paoli) utilizing a frontal diversion and flanking maneuvers (à la 

Sir William Howe on Long Island and Brandywine) led by an  admittedly flawed commander who was an 

absolute pit bull when it came to leading men on the battlefield (Anthony Wayne). It was perhaps the finest 

set piece of the entire war and while the victory might go to Wayne, the design, engineering, and planning 

was all Washington.” 

    Washington was no saint. What was his worst flaw? “Here again he possessed many less than stellar traits. 

He could be hypocritical at times, was overly sensitive, often lacked self-confidence and needed constant 

reassurance, and was more than a little vain, but his worst trait was probably his temper. He had a                  

horrendous temper and could go off into monumental rages. Fortunately, he recognized this and was able to 

keep it in check for the most part. The occasions that he could not, such as the confrontation with Charles 

Lee at Monmouth, are the stuff of legends. According to one story, shortly after taking command he was    

disturbed by an altercation between two soldiers outside of his headquarters in Cambridge. He ordered one 

of his officers to break up the fight and when he failed or was unable to do so, Washington himself             

supposedly came out and literally knocked the two soldiers’ heads together rendering both of them               

unconscious.” 

    What do we NOT know about our most famous president? “I am often surprised that none of his               

biographers has mentioned his very obvious vindictive streak. Perhaps because he exacted his paybacks with 

such panache and style that it raised vengeance out of the commonplace of petty emotionalism into the realm 

of fine art. Washington was an absolute master of what is now termed in Presidential lingo as ‘the                   

proportional response.’ 

   “When his second in command  Charles Lee was captured while away from his troops visiting a notorious 

bawdyhouse, Mrs. White’s Tavern in Basking Ridge, Washington knew that he needed to capture a British 

officer of equivalent rank to exchange for Lee. Not content to capture just any British general, he went out of 

his way to engineer the abduction of one who was making a similar ‘social’ call to a woman of negotiable 

virtue in a tavern in Rhode Island. 

   “When British intelligence officer Major John André was arrested with the incriminating plans of the          

fortress of West Point secreted in his boot, Washington insisted, over the protests of his own officers, that 

Andre be hanged as a spy, instead of death by firing squad as befitted an officer, to even the score for the 

hanging of Nathan Hale on Long Island.  

    “Following the example of Gen. Charles ‘No Flint’ Grey’s Paoli Massacre, Washington planned his own 

midnight bayonet raid for the storming of the British garrison at Stony Point. Who did he select to command 

the expedition? None other than Brigadier General           

Anthony Wayne; the very same man whose troops Grey 

slaughtered at Paoli. 

    “Perhaps Washington’s sweetest revenge came at 

Yorktown. Two years before, the southern army was 

forced to capitulate after a gallant attempt to defend the 

city of Charleston, South Carolina. Victorious British 

Gen. Henry Clinton insulted the American commander 

Gen. Benjamin Lincoln by denying him the usual ‘honors 

of war’ accorded a worthy adversary at the surrender. 

While negotiating his own surrender at Yorktown Lord 

Cornwallis inquired as to what honors 

                        (concluded on page five) 
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GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON 
By Donald Johnstone Peck 

Contributing writer 

 

    In 1776, what do George Washington, John Adams, William Alexander, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander             

Hamilton, John Marshall, Hugh Mercer, James Monroe, Thomas Paine, Edward Rutledge, Richard Stockton, and 

British General Charles Cornwallis, Royal Governor William Franklin, General Sir William Howe and Brigadier-

General Cortlandt Skinner all have in common? They were all in the capital and port city of Perth Amboy, New 

Jersey. 

     By mid-December 1776, American patriots would have been overwhelmed by the extent of the force of the 

British presence in Perth Amboy had it not been for the decisive leadership and perseverance of George         

Washington. After the enormous casualties and loss of captives to Howe’s skilled soldiers at Long Island,         

Harlem Heights, White Plains, and Fort Washington, and the American retreat from Fort Lee and New Bridge 

Landing, Washington readjusted his war strategy. It was no longer about victory in combat; it was about            

survival and attrition. 

     Occupied by both American and British forces in 1776, the once prosperous and beautiful port city of Perth 

Amboy by 1777 had become an armed camp with thousands of British forces quartered in the city’s barracks, 

churches, taverns, Proprietary House, proprietor’s residences, public buildings, and private dwellings of            

Loyalists or fleeing patriots. Even the use of St. Peter’s Church as a stable for horses seemed better than a rebel 

takeover of their city.  

     Washington’s victories at Trenton and Princeton were major morale-building wins. During the winter and 

spring of 1777, patriot soldiers and guerrillas kept British forces from advancing on Philadelphia. June 30, 1777 

saw the last of British troops in Perth Amboy as the war moved southward. Wasted and torched ruins from the 

British occupation were in evidence everywhere. 

     As we remember the events of 1776 and 1777 in New Jersey and George Washington’s birthday this year, the 

words of his officer’s oath ring true. “I do promise that I will, with all my power, support, maintain and defend 

the said United States, against the said king George the third and his heirs and successors, and his and their          

helpers and supporters, and will serve the said United States in the office of which I now hold, faithfully,                   

according to the best of my skill and understanding. So help me God.” 

  

Upcoming meetings, all at 10:00 a.m.  

Saturday, Jan 18: Abraham Staats House (see page two for details) 

Sunday, Feb 9: Fiddler’s Elbow Golf Club  

Saturday, Mar 15: Hillsborough Reformed Church 

Saturday, Apr 19: Annual Meeting - U.S. Golf Association 

of war he could expect? He was informed rather pointedly, ‘The same that were afforded the troops at                

Charleston.’  When Cornwallis protested that he had had nothing to do with that battle Washington simply 

shrugged and responded that while it may be unfortunate it was the British army that set the precedent and he was 

simply following their example. 

    “Cornwallis was so humiliated that on the day of the surrender he could not bring himself to attend.             

Pleading indisposition, he sent a subordinate, Gen. Charles O’Hara, in his stead. Upon learning that               

Cornwallis would not be there, Washington appointed his own lieutenant to receive the ceremonial sword:               

Gen. Benjamin Lincoln. 

   “If it is true that vengeance is a dish best served cold, then Washington must have enjoyed many a cold              

collation.” 
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CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS 
 

Saturday, January 18 -- WINTER WONDERLAND Fashion Show, 4-6 p.m. Six Mile Run Reformed Church, 

3037 State Route 27, Franklin Park, NJ; 732-297-3734. General Admission $20.00; $15.00 if purchased by January 5, 

2014; children under 12 free. For tickets, contact Sharon at 732-297-0730. Fashions by Stein Mart. Buffet -- Vendors -

- Door Prizes. 

 

Saturday, January 25 -- Six Mile Run Reservoir Nature Hike - Six Mile Run Reservoir Site, Jacques Lane Trail-

head, Franklin Township, Somerset, NJ 08873. 1:00 p.m. Contact: D&R Canal State Park, Stephanie Fox, 609-924-

5705. 

     Six Mile Run Reservoir Site, in Franklin Township, Somerset County, is a wild oasis of over 3,000 acres of forests 

and fields open to the public for exploration. Join Stephanie Fox, the Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park naturalist, 

for a guided tour of trail system on Saturday, January 25 at 1:00. The hike will begin at the trail parking lot located on 

Jacques Lane and will traverse through cedar forests, open fields and upland forests. Along the way, the naturalist will 

pause along the trail to discuss the history and ecology of the area.  The hike is approximately 2 miles long and does 

require sturdy footwear. Please call the D&R Canal State Park office at 609-924-5705 for more information and to reg-

ister. 

 

Saturday, February 1 – Groundhog Day!  Bulls Island Recreational Area, 2185 Daniel Bray Highway, Stockton, NJ 

08551, 1:00 p.m. Contact: D&R Canal State Park, Stephanie Fox, 609-397-2949 

     Celebrate the folklore of Groundhog Day at Bulls Island Recreational Area on February 1 at 1:00. The state park 

naturalist will host a program highlighting the adventures of the groundhog and other NJ wildlife as they try to survive 

through the cold and short days of winter. Crafts, story time and a short presentation on the special survival skills of 

wildlife can be enjoyed free of charge for children ages 4 to 10 years of ages. Please call the Bulls Island Recreational 

Area at 609-397-2949 for more information and to register. 

 

Thursday, February 13 -- “Sojourner Truth: Ain't I a Woman" -- Van Harlingen Historical Society presents Dr. 

Daisy Century in first-person interpretation as the former slave Isabella Baumfree, better known as Sojourner 

Truth. The program, free and open to the public,  will be held at Mary Jacobs Library, 64 Washington St., Rocky Hill 

at 7:00 p.m. Registration is required. Visit http://somerset.lib.nj.us/maryjacobs.htm or call 609-924-7073. School-age 

children are welcome. Space is limited. 

     Sojourner Truth was born Isabella Baumfree in 1797, a slave from a small town north of New York City, who was 

sold several times over by one brutal owner to another.  Her life included repeated beatings, rapes, a forced marriage 

and unspeakable hardships. Baumfree is said to have spoken Dutch until age 9 when she was first sold with a flock of 

sheep. Having escaped to freedom in 1826 and changed her name to Sojourner Truth in 1843, Truth walked through 

Long Island and Connecticut, preaching “God’s truth and plan for salvation.” 

   After months of travel, she joined “The Northampton Association of Education and Industry”, a utopian community 

where she met and worked with abolitionists such as William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass. She was a 

woman undeterred by incredible obstacles, a woman who mixed with the leading figures of her day, including Susan 

B. Anthony, Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant. In 1851 Truth delivered her famous women’s rights speech Ain’t 

I a Woman in Akron, Ohio, from which Dr. Daisy Century bases her program. Truth indeed had twin goals of racial 

and gender parity. 

    Almost as impressively tall as the woman she portrays, Dr. Century gives a commanding performance of Ms. Truth, 

bringing to life Dr. Century is a gifted teacher and actor with a Ph.D. in Science Education from Temple University. 

She inspires through her thoroughly-researched, dramatically intense portrayals. Dr. Century also is a published au-

thor, writing under the name Emily Nelson, and is an accomplished singer. 

    This program is funded by the Horizons Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state 

partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

Friday, February 21 - Argyle Fish and Chips Dinner -- The Historical Association of Woodbridge                            

Township Museum Committee will have an Argyle Fish and Chips Dinner, from 5 to 7 p.m. (People who don't want 

fish may have chicken tenders.) Tickets are $15.00 for adults, $13.50 for seniors and children 6-12. Woodbridge Elks 

Lodge,  665 Rahway Ave. Woodbridge. Tickets are available at the door or you may send a stamped, self- addressed 

envelope to: HAWT Museum Fund, PO. Box 83, Woodbridge, NJ 07095.    
 

 

http://somerset.lib.nj.us/maryjacobs.htm%20or%20call%20609-924-7073
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Where in the World is New Jersey? Historical Maps of the Garden State 

   A new exhibition at the New Jersey State Museum: through February 23, 2014 

   Often overlooked as a decorative art form, maps are ideal artifacts for exploring New Jersey history. 

Compelling stories of the Garden State’s social, economic, geographic, and political history – as well as the 

state’s role in the history of American transportation – can be told through the visual splendor of historic maps.  

     This exciting exhibition provides the visitor with a survey of historical maps depicting the colony and state 

of New Jersey from 1635 through 1950. Maps included in the exhibition have been selected for their rarity, 

their ability to convey aspects of New Jersey history, and their artistic merit – underscoring the ongoing 

dichotomy of maps as both works of art and utilitarian tools essential to the human experience.  

     A partnership between the New Jersey 

State Museum, New Jersey State 

Archives, Special Collections and 

University Archives at Rutgers University, 

and the New Jersey State Library, the 

exhibition contains nearly 100 original 

copperplate-engraved, lithographic, and 

manuscript maps depicting the colony and 

state of New Jersey.  

    For more information, visit: 

www.njstatemuseum.org 

     New Jersey Council for the Humanities Grants Program Announcement  
 

2014 Grants Program Calendar Now Available 

The Council’s 2014 Grants Program Calendar is now available online!  Be sure to take a look at the Council's grants 

website (http://njch.org/programs/grants-overview/) to learn more (see “Opportunities”). 

    Throughout the year the Council will be awarding mini-grants of up to $3,000 and major grants of up to $20,000 

in support of public humanities projects.  In 2013, Council grant awards supported a range of exhibits, discussions, 

and resources at libraries, historic sites, and other public venues around the state. 

 

Upcoming Grant Deadlines 

     In March, mini-grants of up to $3,000 will be awarded to New Jersey-based nonprofits in support of public           

humanities projects that begin on or after May 1, 2014.  Organizations that wish to apply for this grant round are          

required to submit a draft application by January 15.  A finalized mini-grant proposal will be due by February 18.     

     For more information visit the Council's grants website (see above). Prospective grantees are invited to contact 

the Council's grants officer, Robert Apgar, at 1-888-394-6524 or grants@njch.org to discuss their project ideas           

today!  

 

Looking for Workshop Host Sites 
Each year, the Council conducts a series of FREE grant proposal workshops to introduce prospective grantees to the 

Council's mission and grants program.  The Council works with community partners to bring these workshops to     

different areas of the state.  If you would like to host a workshop for the benefit of the organizations in your region, 

please contact the Council's grants officer, Robert Apgar, at 1-888-394-6524 or grants@njch.org.      

    Host sites must have space for at least 30 people, be easily accessible, and have adequate parking.  You will be 

doing a great service for both your colleagues who are planning public humanities programs and for the people who 

will attend them!  

http://www.njstatemuseum.org
http://njch.org/programs/grants-overview/
http://njch.org/programs/grants-overview/
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