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RMHA ANNUAL MEETING – SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 2014 
          By Wendy Kennedy 
 

     Please join us for our Annual General Meeting on Saturday, April 19 at 12 noon, at the United States Golf 

Association, 77 Liberty Corner Road, Far Hills. 

     John Russell Pope was the architect responsible for this beautiful house. Pope was of one the leading 

American architects of the time. He also designed several impressive structures in Washington, D.C.—the 

Jefferson Memorial, the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration Building, and the West Building 

of the National Gallery of Art. In New Jersey he is responsible for the Washington Headquarters Museum on 

the grounds of the Ford Mansion in Morristown and many other homes and monuments, both here in America 

and Great Britain. 

     The house was built in 1919 for the active life of Thomas H. Frothingham and his family. The Frothing-

hams called their 300-acre estate Dogwood. It included a swimming pool, a tennis court, bridle paths, flower 

and vegetable gardens, and a self-sufficient farm. Once inside the house one can just imagine the lifestyle of 

the days of yore. Highlights include a wonderful hanging stairway, with a niche for a grandfather clock, and 

full-length windows looking out over the flower beds, giving the guests, a light, airy, wholesome feel. Each 

room enjoys its own individual view. 

    Although from old Massachusetts stock, Thomas Frothingham’s father, Theodore, spent his career in Phila-

delphia as a ship broker, com-

mission merchant, and later a 

banker. Thomas Frothingham 

was a partner in the New York 

brokerage firm of Potter Brothers 

and Company. He married Eliza-

beth Sherman Hoyt of New York 

in 1915. She was the great-grand 

niece of the Civil War General 

William Tecumsch Sherman. 

The Frothinghams time at          

Dogwood was short due to 

monetary problems. After a sui-

cide attempt (in the gun room), 

he absconded to Mexico, where 

he later died, having lost both his 

wife and family and estate that 

he had loved so much. 

 

    (continued on page three) 
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The Board of Directors meets on the third  
or fourth Saturday of March, May, September, 

and November at designated  
historic and museum member  

sites in the region. The Executive Committee 
meets in January and in June. 

The next scheduled meeting of the  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

will be held on Saturday, May 17 at  

10:00 a.m. at the Van Veghten House,  

9 Van Veghten Drive off Finderne Avenue,  

Bridgewater, just north of Manville. 

Representatives from all Alliance sites are  

encouraged to attend.   
 

To be excused, please call Wendy Kennedy, 908-303-

2847 or Fred Mueller, 908-359-3391. Thank you. 
 

             Directions to the Van Veghten House 
From the East or Southeast—I-287 north to Exit 13B, Route 28 

West/Somerville. Continue 1.1 miles and turn left at the traffic 

light onto Finderne Avenue. In ½ mile, cross Main Street and 

continue 0.4 mile. Just after the Valero gas station and just before 

the next traffic light, turn right into the jughandle for National 

Starch/Somerset County Historical Society. Follow the winding 

road to the STOP sign and turn right. Turn left at the “dead end” 

sign, drive along the front of the historic, and park in the lot on 

the left. 

From the South or Southwest—Take Route 206 north to the exit 

for South Bridge Street, Somerville. (This exit comes after the 

exits for Dukes Parkway West and Dukes Parkway East.) Con-

tinue on South Bridge Street to the second traffic light, Main 

Street, and turn right. Proceed 1.8 miles to the traffic light at 

Finderne Avenue and turn right. Continue for 0.4 mile. Just after 

the Valero gas station and just before the next traffic light, turn 

right into the jughandle for National Starch/Somerset County 

Historical Society. Follow the road to the STOP sign and turn 

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the 
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.  
   News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next issue 
must be mailed to the editor no later than March 15, 2014. Please 
send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North Bridge Street, Somerville, 
NJ 08876 (908-722-7428) or to Ann Suydam, Associate Editor,  
54 Skillman Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 (732-846-7448). 
   Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth, 908-722- 
7428; barths@att.net. Material submitted electronically should be  
in WORD format. Photographs will be scanned and returned.  

IN THIS ISSUE:  
Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair, p. 3 

Van Veghten House, p. 4 

Thanks for the Annual Appeal, p. 5 

Nova Caesarea: A Cartographic Record of the  

Garden State: 1666-1888, p. 6 

Calendar of Events, p. 7 
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    In 1926 John Sloane, who later became the Chairman of W. & J. Sloane, the very successful makers of        

fabrics and home goods, bought Dogwood and renamed the estate Pastureland, for its rolling farm fields. In 

1917 Sloane married Elsie Nicoll of New York. The Sloanes made very few changes to Pastureland, living in it 

mostly in the spring and summer. Their three daughters married while they owned Pastureland—Grace to Cyrus 

Vance, an attorney and later Secretary of State for President Carter; Nancy to Benjamin Coates; and Evelyn to 

Percy Rivington Pyne III. Many family members still live in the area. 

     Mrs. Sloane died in 1947, about eight years before her husband sold the house and sixty acres to David M. 

Potter III, an aeronautical engineer, inventor, and explorer. 

     Mr. Potter was the founder and president of Potter Aeronautical Corp. of Union, NJ. He invented the flow 

meter that measures the flow of liquids, which was a critically important step in the development of rocket en-

gines. Potter was also a member of the Arctic expeditions in the 1920s that studied the North Magnetic Pole. 

The Potters did change the west wing of the house, which they named ‘urmur. They converted the wing from 

what had been staff quarters into a large family room, with a fireplace that would hold seven-foot long logs! 

     In 1972 the United States Golf Association bought the house from the Potter family to use as a museum and 

administration offices. Now known as Golf House, it is visited by the thousands of people each year to learn 

about the history of golf and see the many treasures that are housed there. The USGA Museum is home to the 

world’s premier collection of golf artifacts and memorabilia. The greatest champions and greatest moments in 

American golf history come alive. Did you know that golf had its humble beginnings in Holland? That’s just one 

of the little tidbits that I picked up at the USGA. 

     This will be our annual meeting, a catered lunch and, perhaps, a guided tour of the mansion and a short             

history from the director of the USGA. One will have no trouble finding the USGA. Continue on Route 202,      

after it splits from Route 206 in Bedminster Township. Turn right onto Liberty Corner Road, which is opposite 

the Far Hills Train Station, and continue past Buck Gardens to the US Golf Association, which will be on your 

right. Enjoy the countryside; the scenery is just gorgeous in the spring. 

Register now for the 2014 Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair   

Saturday, May 10 

     
     Journey back in time and experience five centuries of New Jersey          

history, all in one place at the Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair!  

    A FREE*, award-winning historical festival for all ages.  

 

     New Jersey’s history comes alive with period music, living history  

demonstrations, special exhibits, tours, food, a canal boat ride, and lots of 

hands-on activities for kids!  

     Special features for 2014 include celebrating the 350th Anniversary 

of New Jersey and the 10th Anniversary of the fair, along with open-

hearth cooking, the Irun NJ Food Truck Festival, side-saddle                 

demonstrators, Annie Oakley, Thomas Paine, Walt Whitman, and         

Colonial-era magician “Levram the Great.”  
     The day will end with a FREE concert by the New Jersey Army          

National Guard’s 63rd Army Band immediately following the fair.  

     Saturday, May 10, 2014, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Rain or shine, Washington 

Crossing State Park in Titusville.  

     For more information go to www.njhistoryfair.org or 

send an email to Historyfair@dep.state.nj.us.  

http://www.njhistoryfair.org
mailto:Historyfair@dep.state.nj.us
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VAN VEGHTEN HOUSE TO HOST RMHA BOARD ON MAY 17 
      

     Overlooking the broad meadowlands stretching along the Raritan River in Bridgewater Township,             

Somerset County, the Van Veghten House occupies a site that was part of a vast tract of land originally                   

purchased from Native Americans in the early 1680s by the East Jersey Proprietors. Known as “The           

Second Indian Tract,” the parcel was acquired by Captain John Palmer, Esquire, of Staten Island, in 1683. He 

in turn conveyed the property to Thomas Codrington. In 1694 Codrington and his wife Margaret sold the 836 

acres of their holdings, “All that big tract of Land or plantation …upon the North side of the Raritan River In 

the Countie of Sumersett (sic)” which were bounded to the west by land of John White and on the east by other 

property of the grantor, to yeoman Michael Dereckson Van Veghten for £300.5.20. 

     Michael Van Veghten (1663-1737) was a descendent of early Dutch immigrants. His grandfather, Teunis 

Dirckse Van Veghten, had immigrated from Veghten (near Utrecht), Holland in 1638. By the early 1700s,           

Michael had become a well-established resident of Somerset County with extensive land holdings. From his 

ample plantation, he donated land for the First Dutch Church of Raritan, which was built in 1721. 

     Though it is not known precisely when he built his house on the banks of the Raritan River, it was probably    

during the very late 17th century or early 18th century. A deed from 1722 includes a survey map depicting 

“Micheels van veghteens house” in the vicinity of the present structure. 

     Michael Van Veghten married twice, and with his first wife, Marytje Parker, had four children, two              

of whom survived to adulthood. His marriage to second wife, Jannetje De Mont, produced three children:            

Jannetje, Derrick, and Jantien. Upon his death in 1737, his significant real estate holdings in Somerset County 

passed to his daughter Jannetje and son Derrick (1699-1781). Jannetje inherited “All that Plantation and Tract 

of Land on the South Side of the Raritan River…bought of Philip Headman,” and Derrick inherited the family 

plantation, at least 1000 acres, to the north of the Raritan River, including the “Plantation in which my said 

wife and I now live…”   

     Derrick Van Veghten (1699-1781) apparently inherited his father's fine reputation, as well as his land. He        

was chosen as a Somerset County representative to the New Jersey Assembly in 1743 and 1744 and served as 

commissioner of highways. Sometime during the first half of the 18th century he donated land for the bridge 

that crossed the Raritan River to the southeast of the 

Van Veghten house. The bridge was known as the 

“Van Veghten Bridge” or alternately, the “Long 

Bridge.” The bridge was at the approximate site of 

the modern bridge crossing the Raritan River on 

Finderne Avenue.              

     The American Revolution had a great impact on 

Derrick Van Veghten. In 1770, he acted as 

“chairman of a group of merchants that renewed an 

agreement to resist the Stamp Act.” The proximity 

of his residence to the Old York Road, one of the 

main routes across the state, and to the Van Veghten 

Bridge, an important Raritan River crossing point, 

ensured his involvement in the events of the war. 

     On December 6, 1776, when the British army was pursuing Washington’s army south through New Jersey, 

Captain Johann Ewald, a Hessian officer of the Field Jager Corps, visited the Van Veghten plantation. Troops 

under Lord Cornwallis’s command had bivouacked near Van Veghten’s bridge, when around 9:00 p.m. Ewald 

was ordered by Cornwallis to lead a small detachment to the Van Veghten place to “pick up the master of the 

house, as well as a mounted guide who knew the Morristown area, and bring them back.” Ewald left a vivid 

account in his diary of his raid on the plantation and encounter with the “master of the house,” Derrick Van 

Veghten. 

     After the battles of Trenton and Princeton, the remnants of Washington’s rag-tag army crossed the Van 

Veghten Bridge and passed by the Van Veghten House on their way to Morristown. During the winter and 
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spring campaigns of 1777, British troops were stationed in New Brunswick, while American units were              

encamped around Bound Brook and along the First Watchung Mountain. Numerous skirmishes occurred as 

British soldiers conducted foraging raids and other probes up the Raritan Valley. By late spring, the British 

decided to withdraw from New Jersey. 

     During the second Middlebrook encampment, between November 28, 1778, and June 3, 1779, Continen-

tal Army troops again occupied Derrick Van Veghten’s neighborhood. General Nathaniel Greene, Quarter 

Master General, used the Van Veghten house as his headquarters, while units of the army camped nearby. 

Troops from Pennsylvania camped south of the house across the river, and the Artificers were about a mile 

to the northeast. 

     Under cover of night on October 25, 1779, British Lieutenant-Colonel John Simcoe led a force of 

“Queen's Rangers” (American Tories) from Staten Island to Van Veghten’s bridge. They were to capture 

Governor Livingston, mistakenly thought to be staying nearby at Philip Van Horne’s house, and destroy 

large flatboats stored at the bridge. Discovering that Livingston was not at the Van Horne home, the force 

returned to the bridge and set fire to the flatboats. The soldiers proceeded to the Dutch Meeting and used 

hand grenades to burn the church. Simcoe rationalized this because he thought the church had sheltered a 

sniper and served as a supply depot. 

     Finally, at the end of July 1781, the French Army under General Rochambeau marched past the Van 

Veghten House and across the bridge en route to Yorktown. Derrick was 82 years old at the time, but he 

would have witnessed the march. He died a few months later and was interred in the burying grounds at the 

site of the First Dutch Church of Raritan. 

     During Michael’s lifetime, the tract of land with the house was sold and then repurchased, but at the end 

of his life, in 1831, he was living in the house. Michael’s son Richard Van Veghten inherited the house and 

lived there until 1843. By that time, the size of the farm had dwindled to 125 acres. During the subsequent 

four decades, the house and farm passed through a number of owners, until it was purchased by Bernhard 

Meyer in 1897. Meyer was an emigrant and farmer from Oldenburg, Germany. During the years he lived in 

the house, Meyer acquired a total of 500 acres and formed a breeding company specializing in Holstein           

cattle. His heirs eventually sold the land to the Singer Manufacturing Company, but Bernhard Meyer, Jr. 

leased the house and continued to live there until 1970. In 1973, the house was deeded to the Somerset 

County Historical Society. 

     Today, the Van Veghten House is the headquarters of the Somerset County Historical Society and houses 

a research library and small museum. While it still overlooks the broad meadowlands stretching along the 

Raritan River as it did 300 years ago, the house is now surrounded on the north and east by modern industrial 

buildings. The structure has recently undergone extensive renovation thanks to grants from Somerset County 

and should continue to server the historical community for many years to come. 

THANKS TO THOSE WHO RESPONDED TO THE ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

     The board of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance thanks all of the generous donors who contributed 

to our 2013 Annual Appeal. Your kindness helps us to achieve our goals and meet our budget. 

    
William Ainslie 

Helen Brudner 

George Dawson 

Jim Egan 

Susan Goldey 

Marjorie Jeney 

Paul and Elyce Jennings 

Wendy Kennedy 

Morven Museum & Garden 

Dr. Fred Mueller 

Carol Natarelli 

Constance O’Grady 

Charles and MaryAnn Paul II 

Donald J. Peck  

Marilyn Rautio 

Steve and Linda Russell 

Robin Suydam 

Jan and Barbara ten Broeke 
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A Pre-Publication Offer 

Nova Caesarea: A Cartographic Record of the Garden State: 1666-1888  
           to be published by Princeton University Press this summer! 

 

    The volume of approximately 250 pages will measure 11by 14 inches and include 100 maps in full color. 

Two editions are available: 

 Lithograph-wrapped hard cover, with one large foldout state map. Pre-publication price: $75 (after publication, $100). 

Members of the Friends of the Princeton University Library will receive one free copy. How to join: http://

library.princeton.edu/about/friends. 
 

 * Special edition of 350 commemorative copies: Cloth-covered hard cover, with one large foldout state map. Numbered 

and signed by the author and designer. With a duplicate set of enlarged county wall maps in a companion folder. Volume 

and folder housed in a custom-designed slipcase. Pre-publication price: $200 while supplies last (after publication, if copies 

remain, $250). 

                                         This pre-publication discount ends on April 1, 2014. 
Order Form: 

To order Nova Caesarea: A Cartographic Record of the Garden State, 1666-1888 

   Mail to, with your check payable to "Princeton University Library": Ms. Linda Oliveira, Princeton University 

Library, One Washington Rd., Princeton, NJ 08544 or call Ms. Oliveira with your credit card information: 609-

258-3155 (Mastercard or Visa only) 

Your Name. Street Address, City, State, Zip, Phone Number. Amount Due: No. of copies: Regular edition dis-

count _____ × $75 = $ _________. Special edition discount _____ × $200 $ _________. Shipping/mailing 

charges ($10 for 1st book, $5 each additional- inquire for foreign destinations) $ _________ + Total for check or 

credit card: $ _________ 

  To commemorate the 350th anniversary (1664–2014) of the naming of New Jersey, Princeton University         

Library will publish Nova Caesarea: A Cartographic Record of the Garden State, 1666–1888 in the summer of 

2014. This comprehensive and extensively illustrated volume will introduce readers to the maps that charted the 

state’s development—from unexplored colonial territory to the first scientifically 

surveyed state in the Union. An introductory section on coastal charts, manuscript 

road maps, and early state maps will provide a historical background to the major 

focus of the book: the state’s first wall maps and county atlases. The large scale 

of these maps allowed their creators to include the names and locations of nine-

teenth-century merchants and farmers, hence personalizing local history. The 

maps will be supplemented with lithographs from the atlases and photographs of 

the locations today. 
Author: John Delaney, curator of Historic Maps, Princeton University Library. His previ-

ous works on the history of cartography include To the Mountains of the Moon: Mapping 

African Exploration, 1541–1880 (2007); Strait Through: Magellan to Cook & the Pacific 

(2010); First X, Then Y, Now Z: An Introduction to Landmark Thematic Map (2012) 

Designer: Mark Argetsinger, an award-winning typographer and book designer. He has 

designed publications 
for such institutions as the John Carter Brown Library, Princeton University Library, The 

Grolier Club, and the Index of Christian Art. He is a past winner of the Carl Hertzog Award 

for Excellence in Book Design. 

Upcoming meetings, all at 10:00 a.m.  

Saturday, March 15: Hillsborough Reformed Church 

Saturday, April 19: Annual Meeting - U.S. Golf Association 

Saturday, May 17: Van Veghten House (see page two for details) 
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CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS 
 

Wednesdays through November – Join Us: Tea & Tour has returned! Held every Wednesday from January 

through November at 1:00 p.m. Invite a friend (or a few!) to relax in the classic elegance of Morven’s Garden Room 

overlooking the Colonial Revival Garden. Includes tea sandwiches, scones, and an assortment of fresh fruit and 

sweets. A docent-led tour of the museum accompanies the tea and can be taken at 12:00 or 2:00 p.m. Pricing: $20.00 | 

$16.00 for Friends of Morven. Advance reservation is required and subject to availability. Payment is due at the time 

of booking. Space is limited so plan on booking your tea as far in advance as possible. Please call (609) 924-8144 ext. 

103 for reservations. Morven Museum & Garden, 55 Stockton Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540. 
 

Reserve by March 22 for April 5th Dinner Auction – On April 5th, 2014, The Fellowship for Metlar House hosts its 

23rd Annual Dinner Auction to benefit the Metlar-Bodine House Museum. This event will be held at The Fireside 

Room, Busch Dining Hall, Rutgers University Busch Campus, 608 Bartholomew Road, Piscataway. Tickets are $90 

per person if reserved by March 22nd, $100 at-the-door. 

     Doors open at 5:00 p.m. for an hour-long reception accompanied by hors d’oeuvres and a pasta station.  An open 

wine & beer bar is offered throughout the event.  The fast-paced evening of fun begins at 6:00 p.m. and, in addition to 

the live auction, includes a silent auction. Presented by auctioneer Joe Bodnar, guests will have the opportunity to bid 

on items such as dinners at many of the area’s fine restaurants, theater & sporting events tickets, antiques, collectibles, 

services of a sommelier, vacation packages, art, jewelry and much more.  To complement the evening’s festivities, live 

music will be provided by the New Brunswick Jazz Project, which, since 2010, has been making Central New Jersey a 

destination for great jazz, bringing renowned veteran musicians and emerging talent to local venues.  

    Prior to the auction, updates on items will be posted on the museum’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

MetlarBodineHouseMuseum and bids can be placed on Bidding for Good, an online auction program that assists non-

profit organizations nationwide with maximizing their auction’s impact. Anyone with internet access can view and bid 

on the outstanding items available. For information and reservations, call the museum at: 732-463-8363. 
 

Wednesday, March 19 – Bald Eagles, Our National Bird: Back from the Brink of Extinction. Did Ben Franklin 

truly prefer a turkey to a bald eagle as our national emblem?  Find out this and much more on Wednesday, March 19, 

2014 at Mary Jacobs Library at 7:00 pm when Van Harlingen Historical Society presents, “Bald Eagles, Our National 

Bird: Back from the Brink of Extinction.” 

 After a brief history lesson explaining the legend of the turkey vs. the bald eagle, Maria Grace, will discuss the          

efforts taken to protect bald eagles and their successful resurgence in New Jersey.  Maria, using slides and visual aids, 

will describe the perils of growing up bald eagle and the measures taken to protect them from human interference. 

These magnificent birds with wing-spans of 8 feet are found in our own area with nests as close by as Princeton and 

Manville. They also are the stars of a yearly eagle reality “show” thanks to the a hidden camera at Duke Farms in 

Hillsborough. Bald Eagles, Our National Bird is free and open to the public. School-age children are welcome. Space 

is limited. Register on-line at somerset.lib.nj.us/maryjacobs.htm or call 609-924-7073.  The library is located at 64 

Washington Street, Rocky Hill, NJ. Visit VHHS at www.vanharglingen.org. 
 

April 11-September 14 – Morven Museum & Garden Micah Williams: Portrait Artist—Opening Reception:  

April 10th, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Traveling portrait artist and New Jersey resident Micah Williams (1782-1837) was a       

prolific artist who has 272 known existing works. His works are represented in many major museums and are highly 

sought after by folk art collectors. Micah Williams: Portrait Artist, on loan to Morven from the Monmouth County 

Historical Association, tells a story about the new America of the 19th century. With over 40 portraits on view, visitors 

can come face-to-face with the state’s nineteenth century farmers, orchard growers, militia officers, politicians, silver-

smiths, potters, carpenters, and their families. The exhibition will also debut Morven’s newest acquisition: a pastel por-

trait of Commodore Robert Field Stockton (1795-1866) completed by Micah Williams around 1821. Stockton was a 

third-generation resident of Morven, head the Pacific Fleet and a U.S. Senator. With this exhibition, the portrait makes 

its return to the walls at Morven. The opening reception for the exhibition is Thursday, April 10th, 5:30-7:30 p.m. It is  

free and open to the public. Morven Museum & Garden, 55 Stockton St., Princeton, New Jersey 08540; 609-924-8144. 
 

Saturday, April 26 — The Meadows Foundation will host its Annual Spring Tea on Saturday, April 26, 2-4 p.m. 

at the Van Liew Suydam House, 280 S. Middlebush Rd., Somerset. Featured speaker will be Michèle LaRue, who will 

perform “Someone Must Wash the Dishes: An Anti-Suffrage Satire,” a 1912 play written by pro-suffragist Marie          

Jenney Howe. Tickets are $30 each, including a full afternoon tea. Please call Chris Retz, 732-748-7657 to order your 

tickets. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00151QOKTJwR2E197DvkXpdVbvT_8jG3k1u8Sn5ard2vpeT4VHxZMVJ8E7nfw6Ysy9C9dZWeN5UcHNn3OnLuA0YwciGkfmB-2j2nWDPSxO0gjsToSnexbabWDzSXndDO6Im9NwIdfIGO296CH3K_hUi1LhbRAfvQZJb1DX6NkQuF_py5FdFA8akBrpXnEUchlBOnJlQY9qNX0CPDSi5OrwkZ7weUbzYZu5FaqXt
http://www.facebook.com/MetlarBodineHouseMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/MetlarBodineHouseMuseum
http://somerset.lib.nj.us/maryjacobs.htm
tel:609-924-7073
http://www.vanharglingen.org
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