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GEORGE WASHINGTON ANNUAL BIRTHDAY PARTY 
FEBRUARY 20, 2016 

By Joanne Kaiser 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance is pleased to invite our members and member 
site representatives to our annual luncheon in honor of George Washington’s Birthday to 
be held on Saturday, February 20, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at the historic Cranbury Inn, 6 South 
Main Street, Cranbury, NJ 08512 – phone 609-655-5595. The speaker is Dr. Bruce 
Chadwick, who will speak about “General & Mrs. Washington: The Untold Story of a 
Marriage and a Revolution.” To reserve phone 732-463-0767 and mail a check to Mrs. 

Elyce M. Jennings, 851 River Road, Piscataway, NJ 08854-5550 for $35.00 per person 

payable to the RMHA.  

Dr. Chadwick is a professor, historian, lecturer and author of 29 
books. He earned his doctorate in American history at Rutgers 
University. One of George Washington’s secret weapons in his 
rise to power and immortality was the extraordinary woman he 
married. The story of the half-century-long married love affair of 

George and Martha Washington is truly inspiring. 

The Cranbury Inn originated as a stagecoach stop in the mid-
1700s, established to offer food and drink to travelers and has 
been host to many significant RMHA programs over the years. 
Website: www.thecranburyinn.com. Our hosts are Tom and      

Gloria Ingegneri, Innkeepers. 

METLAR-BODINE HOUSE MUSEUM 

MARCH 19, 2016 BOARD MEETING 

The RMHA Board of Directors and mem-
bers sites have been invited by the Fellow-
ship for Metlar House to hold our March, 
2016 Board of Directors meeting at the  
historic Metlar-Bodine House Museum on 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.         

At this meeting the Board will review and 
approve the Annual Budget for 2016 as 
well as receive reports from all Standing 
and Ad Hoc committees. For more infor-

mation see page 2. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
                                                                                       

FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING                                   

APRIL 16, 2016 1:00  p.m. 

The annual meeting of the RMHA will be 
held this year at the historic Raritan Yacht 
Club, 160 Water Street, Perth Amboy, NJ 
08862. The chief order of business will be 
the election of directors to the Class of 

2016.  

The speaker will be Donald J. Peck who will 
give an illustrated talk about his book, An        
American Journey of Hope, a history of           

historic Perth Amboy, 1683-1790. 

http://www.thecranburyinn.com/


 
RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE 

P.O. Box 5583 Somerset, NJ 08875-6683 
www.raritanmillstone.org 

 
An organization of individuals, 

organizations, and sites working to promote 
preservation and understanding of the rich, 
eventful, and cultural heritage of significant 

historical, educational, and cultural sites 

located in Central New Jersey 

OFFICERS 

President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller 
Vice President – Donald J. Peck 

Secretary – Christine Retz 
Treasurers– John and Karen Keithler 

 
DIRECTORS 

John F. Allen 
Linda J. Barth 
Jan ten Broeke 

Helen Brudner, Ph.D 
George B. Dawson 

Sarah Filik 
Susan Goldey 

Elyce M. Jennings 
Paul B. Jennings, MD 

Joanne Kaiser 
Susan C. Keating                                               

Wendy E. Kennedy 
Carol C. Natarelli 
Nancy Piwowar 
Albert M. Previte 
Marilyn Rautio 
Tyreen Reuter 

Ann M. Suydam 
Barbara Westergaard                                                                            

 
The Board of Directors meets on the third or 

fourth Saturday of March, May, September 
and November at designated historic and 

museum member sites in the region. 
The Executive Committee 
meets in January and June  

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:     The Link is 

on a quarterly publication schedule. News of 

major upcoming events for possible placement 

in the newsletter may be mailed, emailed or 

faxed to the following address. Any questions, 

please contact: Donald J. Peck, Editor,  The 

Clausen Company,  P.O. Box 140, Fords, NJ 

08863 or Tel 732-738-1165, fax 732-738-1618,  

or E-mail clausenco@aol.com. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 

Metlar-Bodine House Museum 

1281 River Road 

Piscataway, NJ 08901 

Phone: 732-463-8363 
 

Representative from Alliance sites 

are encouraged to attend. 

 

To be excused, please call Don Peck, 

732-738-5522 or Fred Mueller at 

908-359-3391. 
 

                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The oldest part of the Metlar-Bodine House 

Museum dates to 1728, when it was built 

by Peter Bodine, who owned a warehouse 

and was a developer in the Raritan Landing 

Port District in which the house is situated. 

 

Two large embellishments to the house were 

undertaken in the 19th century, the first c. 1840 

and the second as late as c.1870. Scheduled to 

be demolished, a citizens group organized to 

save the house and did so by having it regis-
tered as a state and national historic site. 

REMEMBERING SALLY ANN SUYDAM 

Sally Ann Suydam passed away on November 21, 2015 at her home on Suydam Farms in 
Franklin Township. Sally was a 13th-generation member of the Suydam family in America. Her 
parents are Ann M. Suydam, co-founder of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance and Abram 
Suydam. Suydam Farms is one of the last operating farms on the Lincoln Highway between New 
Brunswick and Princeton, NJ. With a sensational smile, Sally made friends and brought life and 
laughter wherever she went. She is greatly missed by all who knew her. 



MARTHA DANDRIDGE CUSTIS WASHINGTON                                                                              
 
Martha Washington is considered to be the First Lady of the United States. During her lifetime, 
she was simply known as “Lady Washington.”  Born June 2,1732 at Chestnut Grove Plantation, 
near Williamsburg, Virginia, she was first married to Daniel Parke Custis, two decades her senior. 
Custis’ death in 1757 left Martha a very wealthy widow. Subsequently she married Colonel 
George Washington on January 6, 1759. 
 

Content to live a private life at Mount Vernon, Martha Washington nevertheless bravely followed 
Washington into the battlefield when he served as Commander-in-Chief of the American Army. 
She spent the infamous winters at Valley Forge and Morristown with the General. She also 
stayed at the Wallace House during the lesser-known Second Middlebrook Encampment,           
Somerset County, New Jersey of December 11, 1778 to June 3, 1779. 

Martha Washington arrived at the Wallace House, Somerville, on February 5, 1779 and stayed 
through the spring. For the first time since Cambridge, Massachusetts, December 11, 1775 to 
April 4, 1776, Martha and the aides had room to turn around without tripping over one another. 

Social intercourse abounded in the military community scattered over the Raritan Valley that   
winter of 1779. The Vanderveer House at Pluckemin, “surrounded by the whole park of artillery,” 
the headquarters of General Knox; the Van Horne House, Bridgewater, the headquarters of Alex-
ander “Lord” Stirling; the Van Veghten House (near what is now Finderne), the headquarters of 
General Greene; and the Staats House, at South Bound Brook, the headquarters of Baron Von 
Steuben, all opened their portals to the flower of the army which met so often at the Wallace 
House. 

Many were the impromptu dances after Mrs. Washington’s stately dinners. What a delight the 
winding Wallace staircase, overlooking the wide hall, was to flirting couples! Having dinner at the 
commander’s house was an honor prized by both officers and civilians. It certainly wasn’t the food 
– described by George Washington jocularly, but probably accurately, as ham and roast beef with 
a dab of greens or beans, finished up by an apple pie if the cook felt like obliging. It was Martha 
who enchanted all their guests with her ageless charm. As army surgeon James Thatcher re-
corded, “Mrs. Washington combines in an uncommon degree, great dignity of manner with the 
most pleasing affability.” 

Perhaps the most notable social event occurring during the time the Washingtons occupied the 
Wallace House was the celebration in honor of the French Alliance. It was given at Pluckemin by 
the officers of the army, under the direction of General Knox. 

A lot was happening at home at Mount Vernon in Virginia, and Martha felt out of touch when her 
son Jack (John Parke Custis, 1754-1781) and her daughter-in-law Nelly (Eleanor Calvart Custis, 
1757-1811) failed to write. Jack had finally bought his own home after five years of marriage, but 
he and Nelly hadn’t quite decided to move in. They were pleased with Abington, a fine house and 
nine hundred acres outside Alexandria, even though Washington considered it a bad bargain. 
Nelly was also expecting a new baby at any moment. Martha didn’t know where they were or 
what was happening to them, and she didn’t like it. 

On March 21, while the Washingtons were at the Wallace House, Nelly gave birth to a third 
daughter, Eleanor Parke Custis (1779-1852), another Nelly. Martha had again become a grand-
mother. 

Martha Washington’s love of private life equaled her husband’s; but, as she wrote to her friend 
Mercy Otis Warren, “I cannot blame him for having acted according to his ideas of duty in obeying 
the voice of his country.” As for herself, “I am still determined to be cheerful and happy, in what-
ever situation I may be; for I have also learned from experience that the greater part of our happi-
ness or misery depends upon our disposition, and not upon our circumstances.” 

In 1797 the Washingtons said farewell to public life and returned to their beloved Mount Vernon. 
After George Washington died in 1799, Martha assured a final privacy by burning their letters; she 
died of “severe fever” on May 22, 1802. 



The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance celebrates in its Guide to Historic 
Sites in Central New Jersey the long-standing service of George Washing-
ton in Central New Jersey during the years 1776-1780, establishing New      
Jersey as “The Crossroads of the American Revolution.”          

                                                                                                                                                                           

DID YOU KNOW………..FREEDOM IS NEVER FREE 

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who 

signed the Declaration of Independence? 

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured 
before they died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and 
burned. Two lost their sons who served in the Continental Army; 
another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 died from their 
wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War.  They signed 

and pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 

What kind of men were they? 

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants. Nine were farmers and 

large plantation owners; men of means, well educated. 

Here in New Jersey, Robert Stockton of Princeton was captured and tortured by the        
British and forced to swear allegiance to King George III to gain his freedom.  John Hart 
was driven from his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their thirteen children fled for their 
lives. His fields and gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in forests 

and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. 

 

WHAT IS THE RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE? 

We are a group of individuals, organizations and historic, 
environmental and cultural sites in the greater Raritan-
Millstone River watershed covering Mercer, Middlesex, 
Monmouth, Morris, Somerset and Union counties, and 
some adjacent areas.                                                                   

Our website, www.raritanmillstone.org, features our Guide 
to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey and our newsletter, 
“The Link,” and provides links to various sites. 

 

THE ANNUAL APPEAL 2015 DONORS 

Dr. William Ainslie, Phyllis B. Baier, Linda Barth, Blackwells Mills Canal House             
Association – c/o Teresa Weaver, Dr. and Mrs. Paul B. Jennings, Thomas and Susan 
Keating, Joanne Kaiser, John and Karen Keithler, Wendy E. Kennedy, Rev. Dr. Harmut 
Kramer-Mills, Francis and Marie Lutz, Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller, Barbara A. Northrup,                  
Donald J. Peck and James P. Egan, Nancy Piwowar, Quailbrook Book Club-c/o Susan 

Goldey, Marilyn Rautio, Christine Retz, Ann M. Suydam  

http://www.raritanmillstone.org/


Historical Association of Woodbridge 

Township   
Monday, January 25 

 

Gordon Bond's Wicked Woodbridge & Crazy  

Carteret 

7:00 p.m. 

Woodbridge Main Public Library,  

1 George Frederick Plaza, Woodbridge, NJ 
07905 

       

Witches in Woodbridge?  A nickel counter-

feiter in Avenel?  A race riot in Carteret?  

Historian and author Gordon Bond has  

discovered all this and more! 
 

     As the state's oldest township, Woodbridge, New Jersey,   

is bound to have more than a few proverbial skeletons        

rattling around its collective closet!  

 

On January 25, 2016, Bond will give a presenta-

tion highlighting some of what he found for the 

Historical Association of Woodbridge Township's 

monthly meeting.  
 

He will have copies of Wicked Woodbridge & Crazy Carteret 

available for sale and signing.  Gordon Bond is an independ-

ent historian, author, and lecturer.  

 

He is the founder and ePublisher of  

www.GardenStateLegacy.com, a free online quarterly           

magazine dedicated to New Jersey history. He is the author  

of James Parker: A Printer on the Eve of Revolution, North 

Jersey Legacies, and Hidden History of South Jersey. He is 

currently finishing a book about the 1951 Woodbridge train 

wreck and has written many articles and reviews for Garden 

State Legacy. 

    

Wicked Woodbridge & Crazy Carteret is published by  

American History Press and available at 

www.AmericanHistoryPress.com 

    

 
 

 

 

Wicked Woodbridge & 
Crazy Carteret is an un-
flinching romp through 
some of that less-
respectable history. 
Drugs, prostitution, boot-
legging, riots, swindles, 
counterfeiting, and even 
witchcraft—all have vari-
ously appeared on the 
otherwise pleasant streets 
of Woodbridge and 
neighboring Carteret (the 
last area to split off from 
Woodbridge proper in 
1906). Woodbridge Mayor 
John E. McCormac has 
called this Bond's "best 
work yet," and Carteret 
Mayor Daniel J. Reiman 
says "you will find yourself 
turning the pages antici-
pating what is going to 
happen next." 

UP COMING EVENT 

http://www.GardenStateLegacy.com
http://www.americanhistorypress.com/


MORVEN MUSEUM                   

& GARDEN                                                    
55 Stockton Street Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Open through October 23, 2016                                               

CHARLES AND                    

ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH:                               

COUPLE OF AN AGE 

Morven Museum & Garden presents the story of the Lindberghs using photographs, 

rarely-seen objects, selected text, audio, video and other interactive components in 

large-scale exhibition to explore the vices and virtues of this prominent couple. 

Charles Lindbergh of Hopewell, New Jersey became the first media celebrity of our 

modern world. Morven is a National Historic Landmark that was home to Richard 

Stockton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. http:morven.org/lindbergh/  



       GEORGE WASHINGTON and the Flying Camp                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
By Donald Johnstone Peck 

After sustaining Washington’s Continental troops’ siege of almost a year, on March 17, 1776 the British 

army boarded warships and transports in Boston harbor and set sail for the Royal Navy base at Halifax, 

Nova Scotia. His biographer, James Thomas Flexner, has called General George Washington the Indispen-

sable Man. For twenty-four years (from his election as Commander-in-Chief until his death) Washington 

was the most conspicuous and influential man in the United States. 

Over a period of time Washington came to understand the conflict as a test of political endurance, and 

while he might lament missed opportunities, he played the fox more often than the lion. “Perseverance and 

spirit have done wonders in all ages,” he wrote in August 1775. They would have to perform miracles now 

against the world’s best-trained and best-equipped soldiery, for the Continentals had little else left in their 

arsenal. 

Washington lost no time in moving from Boston to New York City with his wife Martha. Smallpox began 

to run wild through New York City. George himself was immune, but Martha was not. While they          

remained there for little over a month, Martha could not stay safely in New York. Prophetically, in May of 

1776, from his headquarters in New York City, Washington predicted the British invasion of New Jersey 

for its bountiful food, wood for fuel, and feed for animals. Washington now needed to move on again. 

On May 21, Washington departed from New York City by ferry with Martha for Perth Amboy, New Jersey. 

There they spent the night of May 22 at the King’s Arms Tavern, Perth Amboy foremost hostelry before 

and after the Revolution. Built before 1743, portions of the original two and one-half story building          

survived until 1969, when a fire destroyed its final incarnation, the Hotel Packer. During “public times,” 

when the courts were in session, the tavern was the center of social, political, and business activity. It stood 

on the northwest corner of Smith and High Streets. 

While at his King’s Arms Tavern headquarters in Perth Amboy, Washington dispatched eight regiments 

from his already meager force to protect the exposed coastline from Perth Amboy to Elizabethtown Point. 

These were regiments General Washington could have used with the main army to defend New York, but 

the Commander-in-Chief felt he had no choice in the matter. It was essential that he prevent a British strike 

into the New Jersey interior. 

The Washingtons departed from Perth Amboy the next day for Philadelphia, arriving there on May 24 for 

the general to meet with the Continental Congress and Martha to meet with her doctor whom she allowed to 

infect her with a successful smallpox inoculation. By June 8, Washington was again in New York, leaving 

Martha behind to recover completely; she rejoined him by mid-month. Many years later, in 1896, the           

Danish community of Perth Amboy would gift a life-sized commanding terra cotta statue of George         

Washington at Market Square. It was the work of a local sculptor, Nels Alling, to commemorate the visit of 

the first President of the United States of America. Washington Street and Washington Park in Perth            

Amboy are named in his honor.  

In June 1776, at George Washington’s urging, the Continental Congress voted to raise a mobile reserve. 

Militias were recruited to serve until December. Washington hastily organized a “Flying Camp” at Perth 

Amboy under Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, after whom present-day Mercer County is named. With his 

regiment he marched to Perth Amboy and was headquartered with his officers, including two alumni of the 

College of William and Mary, future president James Monroe and future chief justice John Marshall.  

Headquarters were established at the Proprietary House just after royal governor William Franklin was         

arrested and removed on June 19, 1776. 



Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

PO Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

 

 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alli-

ance The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alli-

ance consists of committed individuals and or-

ganizations representing sites within the region 

of Raritan and Millstone systems.  In an area 

that has continually contributed to the strength 

of the United States, we seek through our pro-

grams to promote, protect and preserve an un-

derstanding of our rich historical, cultural and 

educational heritage as we work to be a model 

for current and future generations by promot-

ing the rich heritage of our American society.  


