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The May 16, 2026, Annual and Board Meeting of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance will be held at
Old Scots Hall of the Old Tennent Meeting House, 450 Tennent Road (near Route 9), Manalapan,
New Jersey 07726. Old Scots Hall is directly behind the church at the bottom of the hill. After a rea-
sonably short business meeting including the election of officers and directors the attendees will be
treated to a tour of the historic meetinghouse.

OLD TENNENT MEETING HOUSE

As excerpted from the book In Washington’s Footsteps — The Power of Revolutionary Places and
Spaces in Central New Jersey by Donald Johnstone Peck, in chapter four, “The Great Awakening and
Religious Liberty,” the Tennent name was adopted by one of the finest examples of colonial architec-
ture in New Jersey, known as Old Tennent Meeting House in western Monmouth County. The so-
called “Great Awakening” of the mid-18" century sought to rouse colonists from their religious lethar-
gy. Colonial folks found very little warmth and light-heartedness in the rigors of their daily lives. Un-
heated churches offered little cheer in the long hours of preaching, Despite the traditional power of
religion, church attendance had waned. By 1700, it is estimated that about half the inhabitants of New
Jersey belonged to no church and professed no religion. Sunday was commonly spent racing,
fighting, and drinking at taverns.

Churches took on new meaning for their members with the stirring revivalism of what would prove to
be the most significant religious movement of the century. It emphasized ardent evangelism and
sought to make religion a stirring personal experience. Young people were joining evangelical church-
es where, a few years before, only gray hair might be seen from the pulpits. The revival movement
mixed fire-n-brimstone with a revolutionary new enlightenment doctrine of “free will” that discredited
the old Puritan notions of predestination.

(See page 3)


http://www.raritanmillstone.org

IN MEMORIAM

The RMHA extends our deepest
condolences to the family of our
former Director Susan Goldey, and
contributor to The Guide to
Historical Sites of the Raritan and
Millstone Valleys.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Robert and Barbra Bonifield

Howard and Susan Lasky
Sharon Rosen
Peter Schirripa

John Thallamer

RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE

& the SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL
Members of the RMHA met with his excel-
lency George Washington at Forsgate
Country Club February 21, 2026.
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SAVE THE DATE !!!
September 19, 2026
Board and Members meeting

RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P O Box 5583, Somerset, NJ
08875-5583

www.raritanmillstone.org

An organization of individuals, organizations,
and sites working to promote preservation
and understanding of the rich, eventful, and
cultural sites located in Central New Jersey.

OFFICERS
President, Brian J. Franklin
Vice President, Janena Benjamin
Secretary, Anurag K. Singh
Treasurer, John Keithler
DIRECTORS
Brian Armstrong, Barbara ten Broeke
George B. Dawson,
Donald J. Franklin, PhD,
Susan C. Keating,
Donald J. Peck
Nancy A. Piwowar

Board of Directors meets on the third
or fourth Saturday of March, May,
September, November at designated historic
sites and museum member sites in the
region

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:

The Link is on a quarterly publication
schedule. News of major upcoming events
for possible placement in the newsletter
may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the
following address. Any questions, please
contact: Donald J. Peck, Editor,
The Clausen Company
P.O. Box 140
Fords, NJ 08863




In Central New Jersey, the Great Awakening was led by, among others, the Reverend William
Tennent, Jr., the Monmouth County divine. Tennent, Jr. had become famous through his claim
of having experienced a “death-trance” and a journey to Heaven, which he vowed had occurred
when ill in New Brunswick.

Old Tennent Church, its oak frame sheathed in long cedar shingles remarkedly preserved today,
had been chartered by King George Il in 1751. It stands as a silent witness to the Great Battle of
Monmouth, which took place beneath its spire. The blood of the wounded still stains its pews
and can be seen today. Noteworthy is the fact that the grave of Joshua Huddy, a commander of
the New Jersey patriot Militia, is within the burial grounds here.

The Battle of Monmouth, which will celebrate its 250™ anniversary in 2028, had cemented
George Washington’s role as commander of the Revolution and proved that the American
fighting man was the equal of Europe’s best soldiers. Although it was tactically a draw, the battle
was still a strategic victory, and, perhaps more importantly, a political and psychological triumph
for the Continental Army and Washington. Monmouth marked a turning point for the country.
New Jersey had literally earned its reputation as “The Crossroads of the American Revolution.”

Evangelical preachers stirred a spiritual awakening with revivalism throughout colonial North
America. Mixed with its theology and the promoting the freedoms of persons in a civil society,
and the possibilities of what such free persons can do, appealing to a new generation, the Great
Awakening was America’s first “Youth Movement.” Older more conservative clergymen worked
hard to suppress it, pressing colonial legislatures to ban its street and open field preaching.

For the first time, younger Americans turned out in crowds to hear unofficial, unsanctioned, anti-
establishment speakers. The word was a new message of possibility for every human being. It
constituted a direct assault on the teaching of the old Calvinist doctrine, which held that God pre-
determined each person’s fate, and -unless you were among the few chosen elite — regardless
of how you lived your life, you would end up in Hell. This doctrine, into which most pre-
Revolutionary Americans in the Northeast had been raised, called for unquestioning obedience
to one’s betters and acceptance of one’s lot in life, no matter how unfair it might seem. It is self-
evident how such a doctrine would appeal to a system of monarchy rooted in a divine right of
Kings.

Before and during the Great Awakening, the colonial population of New Jersey still saw them-
selves as part of a mostly American British religious culture that valued its independence from
monarchical persecution in England and Scotland in the 17" century but still accepted the fact
that their system was crowned by a king in the 18™.

Editor’s Note... Compared to rocks, termites, or ginkgo trees, our whole species is a very recent passen-
ger on this Spaceship Earth. We've had a busy time of it, for the few thousand years that there have
been enough of us to make a difference. But in geological time, as geologists measure it, we have barely
entered the planet's history.

If we eradicated ourselves with the lethal means at our disposal, we wouldn’t be the first species to disap-
pear. But wouldn’t that be a shame? We, humans, have the capacity for both transcendence and destruc-
tion. Surely, we’re adaptable enough to guide our own development away from our current preoccupation
with deadly toys.

Written history gives us just a tiny glimpse of life on Earth. Let’s live to guarantee that human existence
lasts out its full chapter.



RARITAN MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Membership Contribution

Membership Fees

[ ] Individual $35
[] Site $35
[ ] Household $50

Additional Support Levels

[ ] Benefactor $1,000
[ ] Patron $ 500
[ ] Sponsor $ 250
[ ] Donor $ 100
Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Email:

Phone:

Please return this form with your check

To: Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

Thank you!
Visit our website: raritanmillstone.org
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