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Volume 23, Issue 3  The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance Summer 2019  

www.raritanmillstone.org  

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, Inc., which was chartered June 19, 1996, announces the publica-

tion of the Fifth Edition of the Guide to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey. The historic and ecological 

sites in the Raritan and Millstone river valleys, a region drenched in history and overflowing with precious 

gifts from the past is comprehensively described in the new “Fifth Edition,” now available for distribution to 

all individual members and participating member sites. The Fifth Edition includes an update on the infor-

mation available for active sites in the Fourth Edition as well as the expanded addition of more than two 

dozen new sites. 

The RMHA is deeply grateful to the Suydam Family for their ex-
tremely generous donation which made it possible for us to com-
plete production. The Guidebook Committee, led by Karen Keith-
ler and Tyreen Reuter, has worked diligently to complete updates 
and photographs for the sites and ready this information for our 
graphic designer, Gordon Bond. This edition, like those before it, 
is a continuation of the enormous efforts of its previous editors 
and contributors, notably the work of George Dawson. 
 
The mission of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance is to pro-
mote the preservation and understanding of the historic, educa-
tional, environmental and cultural sites in the greater Raritan and 
Millstone River systems. In fulfillment of this mission, the Alliance 
publishes and distributes the Guide Book, publishes a quarterly 
newsletter, The Link, holds four board meetings and an annual 
meeting each year at member sites with speakers, to which all 
members and sites are invited, an annual meeting and celebrates 
George Washington’s birthday. Our on line presence is at 
www.raritanmillstone.org.   

THE FIFTH EDITION TO THE GUIDE BOOK                                      
By Dr. Fred Mueller, President of the RMHA 

SPECIAL INVITATION TO CELEBRATE  
 

Join with the Historical Association of Woodbridge Township  
in celebrating the 350

th
 anniversary of the Charter of Woodbridge Township,  

the oldest chartered township in the State of New Jersey:  
Monday, September 23, 2019, 7 p.m.  

First Presbyterian Church,  
600 Rahway Avenue, Woodbridge, NJ 07095.  

All are welcome to attend. The keynote speaker is Timothy Hart, Esq.,  
President of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey. A reception will follow. 

http://www.raritanmillstone.org/
http://www.raritanmillstone.org
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RARITAN-MILLSTONE  
HERITAGE ALLIANCE 

P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 
www.raritanmillstone.org 

 
An organization of individuals, 

organizations, and sites working to promote  pres-
ervation and understanding of the rich, eventful, 

and cultural heritage of significant historical, 
 educational, environmental and cultural sites     

located in Central New Jersey. 
 

OFFICERS 
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller 
Vice President  - Donald J. Peck  

Secretary – Christine Retz 
Treasurers – John and Karen Keithler 

 
DIRECTORS 

Frank J. Crowe 

George B. Dawson 

Elyce M. Jennings 

Paul B. Jennings, MD 

Wendy E. Kennedy 

Robert S. Mettler 

Carol C. Natarelli 

Nancy A. Piwowar 

Ronald N. Pollock 

Marilyn W. Rautio 

Tyreen  A. Reuter 

Junelynn N. Sadlowski 

 Anurag K. Singh 

 
The Board of Directors meets on the third or 

fourth Saturday of March, May, September, 
 November at designated historic and museum 

member sites in the region.                                                              
The Executive Committee 
meets in January and June 

                                                         
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

At 10:00 a.m.                       
Speaker, Gordon Bond 
Wicked Woodbridge &             

Crazy Carteret 
First Presbyterian Church 

Fellowship Hall 
600 Rahway Avenue 

Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
www.fpcwoodbridgenj.org  

 
To be excused call Don Peck      

at 732-738-5522 
 or Fred Mueller                           
at 908-359-3391 

Representatives from all 
Alliance sites are 

Welcome and encouraged 
To attend. 

IN MEMORIAM  

John F. Allen 
April 12, 1932-July 20, 2019 

RMHA Director Emeritus 
 

Jan ten Broeke 
June 8, 1930-July 27, 2019 

RMHA Board Director 

                       YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:   

The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule. News 

of major upcoming events for possible placement in 

the newsletter may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the 

following address. Any questions, please contact: 

Donald J. Peck, Editor, The Clausen Company,                                           

P.O. Box 140,                                                                         

Fords, NJ 08863                                                                        
Tel 732-738-1165,                         

Fax  732-738-1618                    

e-mail clausenco@aol.com.                      

MAY 2019 
ELECTED 

TO THE BOARD 
Robert S. Mettler, 
Franklin Township 

Historian  
Rev. Ronald N. 

Pollock, 
Rector St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 

Somerville, NJ  
Canon of Trinity 

Cathedral,      
Trenton, NJ 

APRIL 2019 
ELECTED 

CLASS OF 2022 
George Dawson 
Robert Mettler 
Donald Peck 

Ronald Pollock 
Marilyn Rautio 
Tyreen Reuter 

http://www.fpcwoodbridgenj.org
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Celebrating the Sesquarcentennial of Woodbridge Township, NJ  

 “The Old White Church” 

By Donald Johnstone Peck 

Chartered June 1, 1669 by New Jersey provincial governor Philip Carteret on behalf of proprietors John, Lord 

Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, Woodbridge is New Jersey’s oldest township. Settled by New Englanders who 

were seeking religious freedom, it once encompassed much of today’s Middlesex County. Although it has evolved 

over the past three and a half centuries, it retains important reminders of its early history. This includes the Old 

White Church on Rahway Avenue which overlooks the Old Burying Ground granted by King Charles ll of England. 

Local history connects Americans to our diverse past: people, places, and events that helped shape American his-

tory. It transforms communities from places where we live to places that we cherish. The Old White Church, an ex-

ceptional historical and cultural site, played a significant role in the township’s rich colonial and Revolutionary his-

tory. Here, are inspirational stories of people who laid the foundations for America, stories of people striving for lib-

erty, freedom, and a better way of life whose bravery and courage transformed subjects of the British Crown into a 

nation of self-governing people.  

By 1682 there were about 600 New England and Long Island Puritans settled in Woodbridge, who sought to con-

tinue their theocracy which placed the Meetinghouse-Church, erected in 1675, at the center of their lives. However, 

by 1700 there were a growing diverse population of English, Dutch, Flemish, and Scottish settlers living side by side 

who were a challenge to theocracy. 

The Old White Church, as the First Presbyterian Church is commonly known, was built at the center of the town 

across from the Kirk Green. It was a landmark from its first appearance through its 19
th-

 century additions to its 20
th-

 

century restorations. The original building was a meetinghouse for public affairs on weekdays, and a house of wor-

ship on Sundays. In 1710, their Congregationalist-style worship changed when the congregation joined the Phila-

delphia Presbytery, becoming the third oldest Presbyterian Church in New Jersey. Adjacent to it is the church bury-

ing ground. It is one of New Jersey’s most historic cemeteries, holding more than 3,500 graves. Here lie both 

enlisted men and officers, who fought in America’s wars, most notably the American Revolution. The church and 

cemetery are listed on the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 

The spirit of liberty ran high and strong in Woodbridge, urged by the fiery preaching for independence by their pa-

triot preacher, Dr. Azel Roe. A champion of Scottish Reformist thought, it maintained that the rights of man and rea-

son, not revelation, unquestioned tradition or superstition, deserved pride of place in human affairs. Roe preached a 

new gospel, a constitution that was fair and representative, one that chose liberty and freedom over subservience to 

a foreign ruler. 

Americans expanded the public sphere of political speech from sermons to newspapers, pamphlets, songs, letters, 

petitions, and more. The American tradition of scathingly criticizing those in power continued after the Revolution up 

until the present day. Issues facing Woodbridge patriots were formally debated at the town’s Cross Key’s Tavern. 

This tradition, later characterized as the “Great American Experiment,” was later incorporated into the First Amend-

ment. 

We also remember Woodbridge Presbyterian Colonel Nathaniel Heard. On June 19, 1776, he arrested New Jersey 

Royal Governor William Franklin. On the very same day the New Jersey Provincial Congress voted 53-3 to declare 

independence from Great Britain and Thomas Jefferson consulted with Benjamin Franklin, who added the words 

“self-evident” to the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal and endowed with the unalienable 

rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” To this noble end, the Congressional delegates pledged their 

lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.   
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MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD STATE PARK, Manalapan, NJ                                               

“The Spirit of New Jersey” History Fair, sponsored by the State Historical Commission, will be 

held this year at Monmouth Battlefield State Park on Saturday, September 14, with a rain date 

on Sunday, September 15.11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  www.historyfair@dep.nj.gov 

SMITHSONIAN MUSEUM DAY: Baroque music & Victorian flowers at Morven, Saturday, Sep-
tember 21 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Morven, Princeton, NJ is participating in SMITH-
SONIAN MAGAZINE’S national museum day, offering free admission to all Museum Day ticket 
holders. The day’s events include free admission to Morven, Victorian Pressed Flower Work-
shop, and concert performance by “Generations Baroque Ensemble”. Concert: 2:00 to 3:30 
p.m. For tickets download at www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday. Docent led tours will be 
offered at 11:00 a.m., Noon, 1:00 and 2:00 p. m.                                                                                      
 
MIDDLESEX, SOMERSET AND UNION COUNTIES TRI-COUNTY HISTORY FAIR Saturday, 
September 28, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Plainfield Public Library, 800 Park  
Avenue, Plainfield, NJ. Featured speaker Graham Hodges, Professor of History and African & 
Latin American Studies at Colgate University will discuss his recent book, “Black New Jersey: 
1664 to the Present Day.” www.plainfieldlibrary.info  
                                                                      
METUCHEN COUNTRY FAIR Sponsored by the Metuchen Area Chamber of Commerce,  
the fair will be held on Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the intersection 
of Main and News Streets. Look for the Metuchen-Edison Historical Society’s booth. 
www.metuchenchamber.com  
 

SOMERSET COUNTY’S WEEKEND JOURNEY THROUGH THE PAST 14
th
 Annual Weekend 

Journey will be held Saturday, October 12, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday,   

October 13, 2019 from Noon to 4:00 p.m. Explore Somerset County’s quaint villages, rolling 

farmsteads, lively towns and unspoiled natural areas. 

MIDDLESEX GREENWAY TRAIL  Many old rail lines have been repurposed as pedestrian 

and bicycle paths. They are known as “rail trails.” Today the United States has more than 

2,000 rail trails stretching across nearly 25,000 miles. 

The Middlesex-Greenway Trail is a 3.5 miles rail trail following the route of trains that once 
moved anthracite coal from Pennsylvania to New Jersey. The Easton and Amboy Railroad was 
a subsidiary of the Leigh Valley Railroad, active between 1875 and 1991. The rail-trail was 
opened in 2012. Connected to several parks in the area, the trail weaves through Woodbridge, 
Metuchen and Edison and helps tie the communities together. Plans call for extending the trail 
to Somerset County in one direction and the Perth Amboy waterfront in the other. The trail is a 
link in the East Coast Greenway, which runs from Maine to Florida.                                         
 

SIERRA CLUB RARITAN VALLEY GROUP Issues of interest include but are not lim-

ited to: opposition to gas and oil pipelines; conservation and protection of the Raritan River ba-
sin area; passage of and responsible enforcement of environmentally friendly zoning and de-
velopment ordinances; preservation of conserved land from commercial or other development. 
http://sierraclub.org/new-jersey/Raritan-Valley/   

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY 

http://www.historyfair@dep.nj.gov
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday
http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info
http://www.metuchenchamber.com
http://sierraclub.org/new-jersey/Raritan-Valley/
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RARITAN HEADQUARTERS ASSOCIATION Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 

Bedminster, NJ Raritan Headquarters owns and maintains 10 preserves and natural areas within the 
Raritan River watershed. All are open to the public. The watershed spans 470 square miles in  
Hunterdon, Morris and Somerset counties including two of the state’s largest water supply reserves, 
Round Valley and Spruce Run. www.raritanheadquarters.org  
 

RUTGERS GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM, 

the oldest museum of its kind in America, is the home to 
the North American mastodon, the largest fuzzy six-ton  
mammal ever to roam North America.                      
https://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu      
 
Academic Year: Mid-September to Mid-May 
Sunday and Monday: CLOSED 
Tuesday - Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

NEW PUBLICATION “New Jersey Graveyard and Gravestone Inscriptions Locators 

MIDDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY” complied by RMHA member Edward J. Raser, Trustee 
Emeritus, The Genealogical Society of New Jersey. A clothbound hardcover book of 294 pages of 
acid free paper, it includes more than 280 burial places, including 18th-20thtcentury family and com-
munity burial grounds, Christian and Jewish burial grounds, African-American burial places, and 
commercial and institutional cemeteries. Order online at www.njgenealogy.com / 
sales@njgenealogy.com. 

THE PRINCETON FRIENDS MEETING known as “the 

Religious Society of Friends,” meeting for worship is held in the 

Meetinghouse, circa 1760, each Sunday, both at 9 a.m. and at 11 

a.m. All are welcomed. Richard Stockton, the Signer of the Decla-

ration of Independence is interred in the adjacent Meetinghouse 

Cemetery located at the intersection of Mercer Road, aka “The 

Princeton Pike,” and Quaker Road, between Princeton’s historic 

Clarke House and Updike Farmstead. 

PROPRIETARY HOUSE, Perth Amboy .  

Welcome to one of the most historic buildings in the United States! Completed in 1764, Proprietary House has 

served as a residence to New Jersey's last royal governor, a stylish hotel, a private mansion, a retirement home, 

a boarding house, and now a museum.  Proprietary House is the the only remaining official royal governor’s 

mansion still standing in the original 13 colonies.    
Proprietary House is owned by the State of New Jersey 

and the museum is operated by the non-profit Proprie-

tary  House Association. We serve the community, host-

ing guided tours, lectures, concerts, storytelling, ghost 

tours, and teas. The museum's beautiful spaces are avail-

able for rent for special occasions such as wed-

dings, dinners, meetings, and luncheons. 

Tours of the Museum every Wednesday and Sunday 

1p.m. - 4p.m. Afternoon Tea  every Wednesday and 

Sunday 1p.m. - 4p.m. $10 per Adult / $5 per Child  

*Sunday Reservations Appreciated*      
https://www.theproprietaryhouse.org/                                                        

http://www.raritanheadquarters.org
https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&rlz=1C1QJDB_enUS705US705&q=https://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZh77Mu_HjAhXqmuAKHf2qDh8QkeECCC0oAA
http://www.njgenealogy.com
mailto:sales@njgenealogy.com
https://www.theproprietaryhouse.org/
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RED MILL MUSEUM VILLAGE - new Guide Book Site at 56 Main 

Street, Clinton, NJ 08809 is open Tuesday to Friday: 12 noon to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday: 12 noon to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays. The 10-acre site 
houses 12 historic buildings. The museum hosts a broad calendar of public 
programming including lectures, workshops, living history reenactments. 
www.theredmill.org.                                                                                                                                                                 

AARON DUNN HOMESTEAD – Jost-Keating House -   
new RMHA Guide Book Site, at 12 Freeman Street, Woodbridge, NJ 

was built, circa 1685-1687, as a manse for Archibald Riddle, Minister 

of the Puritan Woodbridge Meeting House. It was later owned by   

Revolutionary War soldier, Aaron Dunn. It is one of the best examples 

of colonial architecture still standing in Woodbridge and is a private 

residence. 

 

AYERS ALLEN HOUSE – new Guide Book Site at 16 Durham 

Avenue, Metuchen, circa 1740, was visited in 1960 by the fa-

mous ghost hunter Hans Holzer is known for its haunted his-

tory. During the Revolutionary War the Allen family are re-

puted to have operated it as a tavern, famous for ginger cakes 

and ale. Two trap doors and a hidden room in the house may 

have been used during the Underground Railroad. It still con-

tains a beehive oven for baking bread and pies and several 

fireplaces. The ceilings are low and the wide wooden floor 

boards creak. This house is a treasure trove of Metuchen co-

lonial and American history. It is listed on the State and Na-

tional Registers of Historic Places and is a private family resi-

dence. 

                                                            

BUCCLEUCH MANSION – a Revolutionary 

Renovation. Overlooking the Raritan River on a 

bluff in Buccleuch Park, the 280-year-old mansion 

recently underwent an interior and exterior renova-

tion and reopened with a July 4, 2019 rededication. 

It is home to the Jersey Blue Chapter of the DAR. 

The house is a museum depicting life of its inhabi-

tants from 1739 to 1911. During the Revolution, 

from 1776 to 1777, the mansion was occupied by 

the British during their occupation of New Bruns-

wick. Scars from the barrels of rifles and saber 

slashes on the second-floor bannister, stair steps 

and flooring from British soldiers and in evidence. 

Since 1914 the DAR has overseen the collection of 

artifacts and furniture that reside in the house. They give tours and host educational programs and events 

as well. This site is listed on the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 

http://www.theredmill.org
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                  GEORGE WASHINGTON LEFT HIS MARK ACROSS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

          CENTRAL NEW JERSEY                                                                    
When asked by anyone familiar with the Guide to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey why the RMHA 

each year remembers George Washington’s birthday with an annual birthday party, Guide Book history 

buffs remember the 4 ½ years of the Revolutionary War George Washington spent in New Jersey and we 

can point to the many historic sites we honor in our Guide Book to prove it. 

 Among a few are: 

JOHN VAN DOREN HOUSE, Millstone      
As part of the Millstone Historic District which also holds 

the Hillsborough Reformed Church, the John Van Doren 

House, privately owned, was built in 1755 and served as 

headquarters for Washington on the night of January 3, 

1777, after the Battle of Princeton. 

 

                   

THE WALLACE HOUSE, Somerville                   
From December 1778 until June 1779, Washington - as well as his 

wife Martha – could be found at the Wallace House entertaining 

Lord and Lady Stirling, Generals Nathanael Greene and Henry 

Knox and their wives, as well as Alexander Hamilton and the     

Marquis de Lafayette. Visit 71 Somerset Street, Somerville.                                                                       

                                                                                                    

ROCKINGHAM, Kingston                                          
Rockingham was Washington’s last home before the end of the Revolu-

tionary War. It was there on October 31, 1783 that he learned that the 

Treaty of Paris had been signed and that the colonies were free of Great 

Britain. Visit 84 Laurel Avenue, Kingston                                                                                  

CROSS KEYS TAVERN, Woodbridge                          
The Cross Keys Tavern, headquarters for revolution in Woodbridge and 

a popular rallying place for “Sons of Liberty” to air their grievances, was where George Washington 

stayed on April 22, 1789 on his way to his inauguration in New York. Moved behind a convenience store, 

it stands virtually unnoticed at 142 W. James Street, Woodbridge. 

                                         INDIAN QUEEN TAVERN, Piscataway                                                                  
On his way home to Mount Vernon, Virginia, retiring after his Revolutionary War service, George Wash-

ington was feted at the Indian Queen Tavern in December, 1783. Moved from New Brunswick it was re-

constructed at East Jersey Olde Towne Village, 1050 River Road, in Johnson County Park, Piscataway. 
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

PO Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
consists of committed individuals and 

organizations representing sites within the region 

of Raritan and Millstone systems.  In an area 

that has continually contributed to the strength of 

the United States, we seek through our programs 

to promote, protect and preserve an understanding 

of our rich historical, cultural and educational 

heritage as we work to be a model for current and 

future generations by promoting the rich heritage 

of our American society.  


