
1  

Volume 24, Issue 3       The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance Summer, 2020 
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FINDING NEW WAYS TO COPY WITH THE COVID-19 EPIDEMIC 

The usual suspects are all in order: social distancing, wearing of masks, and avoiding closed 
quarters are what help keep us all safe. Our Board of Directors will meet September 19, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Church Hall of the Hillsborough Reformed Church for our business meet-
ing only. Regretfully, our RMHA general membership is not invited to attend. Board members 
will be seated six feet apart and masked. 

The reason for our meeting is that urgent business must be done. We will officially vote to pass 
our 2020 Budget, elect nominated board members and vote in officers for the 2020-2021 sea-
son. Again, we regret that we can not invite our general membership to attend. 

New board members nominated to serve on our board include Janena Benjamin of Edison, 
New Jersey. She has been active with the Borough Improvement League of Metuchen, board 
member of the Daughters of the British Empire and member of the Metuchen-Edison Historical 
Society. Also, David A. Szilagyi, past president of the Proprietary House Association, former 
Councilmember and past chair of the Planning Board for the City of Perth Amboy. 

Have you seen our RMHA web site www.raritanmillstone.org? Here you can view the complete 
Fifth Edition of our “HISTORIC SITES IN THE RARITAN & MILLSTONE VALLEYS.” Addition 
printed copies are available for site distribution by emailing committee chair Karen Keithler at 
kdkeithler@optonline.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome back our feature article writer George W. Stillman, Sr. with his second part of a 
three-part series on the life of Abraham Beach, Loyalist Minister of Christ Church, New Bruns-
wick and St. James Church, Piscataway (now Edison Township). (See pages 3,4 and 5.)  

Enjoying the day!   

Board and 

membership 

gathered at The 

Cranbury Inn, 2020 

http://www.raritanmillstone.org/
http://www.raritanmillstone.org
mailto:kdkeithler@optonline.net
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RARITAN-MILLSTONE  
HERITAGE ALLIANCE 

P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 
www.raritanmillstone.org 

 
An organization of individuals, 

organizations, and sites working to promote  pres-
ervation and understanding of the rich, eventful, 

and cultural heritage of significant historical, 
 educational, environmental and cultural sites     

located in Central New Jersey. 
 

OFFICERS 
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller 
Vice President  - Donald J. Peck  

Secretary – Christine Retz 
Treasurers – John and Karen Keithler 

 
DIRECTORS 

Barbara ten Broeke 

Frank J. Crowe 

George B. Dawson 

Elyce M. Jennings 

Paul B. Jennings, MD 

Carol C. Natarelli 

Nancy A. Piwowar 

Rev. Canon Ronald N. Pollock 

Marilyn W. Rautio 

Tyreen  A. Reuter 

Junelynn N. Sadlowski 

 Anurag K. Singh 

 
The Board of Directors meets on the third or 
fourth Saturday of March, May, September, 

 November at designated historic and museum 
member sites in the region.                                                              
The Executive Committee 
meets in January and June 

 

WHY ARE THESE TWO                    

RIVER VALLEYS 

SO IMPORTANT TO PROMOTE? 

These rivers run through valleys rich in 

the unique heritage and culture of 

Central New Jersey, an area that has  

continually contributed to the strength 

of the United States. The Guide serves 

to encourage interest in history and 

scenic tourism of these significant sites. 

                       YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:   

The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule. News 

of major upcoming events for possible placement in 

the newsletter may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the 

following address. Any questions, please contact: 

Donald J. Peck, Editor, The Clausen Company                                           

P.O. Box 140,                                                                         

Fords, NJ 08863                                                                        

Tel 732-738-1165                         

Fax  732-738-1618                    

e-mail clausenco@aol.com.                      

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Saturday, September 19, 2020 

At 10:00 a.m. Speaker 

The Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller 

“A Glimpse into my new book!” 

Fellowship Hall 

The Hillsborough Reformed 
Church 

1 Amwell Road 

Millstone. NJ 08844 

www.hillsboroughreformedchurch.org  

To be excused call Don Peck at 

732-738-5522 or Fred Mueller 

At 908-359-3391 

http://www.hillsboroughreformedchurch.org
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             Abraham Beach –  The Peaceful Persevering Loyalist Minister in the mist of the American Revolution  
                     George W.  Stillman Sr. 2020          PART 2.   1767 to 1775 ---From his Anglican Ordination to the opening of the American Revo-
lution 
 

 Abraham Beach sailed from America to England where in 1767 he was first ordained as a Deacon 

by the Bishop of Llandaff, and then as a priest by the Bishop of London. The young Rev. Beach was 

appointed as a missionary by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and assigned to New 

Brunswick and Piscataway.  He arrived in Boston around September 1767 and was provided with a 

salary of £40 [British currency].  Prior to Abraham’s arrival in New Brunswick, the local region had 

begun to be populated by Dutch and English setters. Many of these had moved from New Amster-

dam, Long Island or New England territories. Some had wished to escape northern Native unrest 

while others found the Raritan and Millstone Valleys to have rich soil ideal for farming. Inian’s Ferry 

had been created on the Raritan making transportation better and assisted the growth of commerce 

near New Brunswick. When Reverend Beach had arrived and set about his business with the par-

ishes at New Brunswick and Piscataway, both churches had already been built. The Piscataway 

Church, known as St. James, was constructed in 1722 as a “handsome wooden chappel”. Plans for 

the New Brunswick church, which was to become known as Christ Church, began in 1744. The 

structure was to be erected using “stone, 55 feet long, 45 feet wide and 20 feet high, which was de-

clared serviceable in a “well-settled country, [which] extended many miles”.  In 1765, well prior to 

Abraham’s arrival in New Brunswick, there were already three different churches in town in addition 

to the English, being the Dutch and Presbyterian meetings. The stone tower, built in 1773, while 

Rev. Beach was present, is the oldest remaining section of the Christ Episcopal Church in New 

Brunswick. In 1853, the Church was enlarged using in part, many of the stones from the original 

structure. Shortly after Abraham’s arrival in   Old Christ Church 1745 New Brunswick from his long 

trip from England to Boston, and then onto New Brunswick, he met members of the Dutch Van 

Wickle’s family and was introduced to Miss Van Wickle. She was the daughter of the deceased 

Evart Van Wickle who have owned land on the west side of the Raritan. Shortly after, it was an-

nounced that the reverend was soon to become a married man. In colonial America most men mar-

ried in their mid-twenties and women at around 20. Rev. Beach would have been about 28 years 

old. His wedding was reported in the Pennsylvania Journal of June 9, 1768 as follows:  On Thursday 

26 of May, the Reverend Beach of New Brunswick was married to the amiable and accomplished 

Miss Nancy [sic, Antje] Van Wickle, a lady whose shining virtues and sweet disposition must render 

the marriage state truly happy.”  Antje, also known by her English name Ann, was just 14 years old 

at her marriage.  As an infant, she sadly lost both her parents on March 3, 1757, possibly due to a 

fire. As Ann would have been too young to take care of herself following her parent’s death, she 

might have stayed with her Aunt Mattje and Uncle George Anderson Jr, as they lived nearby in New 

Brunswick. Through a will provided by her father Evert Van Wicklen, Ann inherited his house, known 

as the Elms. Ann and her husband would go on to live there for the greater part of their lives. During 

their time together at the Elms they would be blessed with six children, four daughters and two sons, 

of which the first child was Hannah, born 1769 who would spend the greater part of her life at the 

Elms.  Following Hannah would be Ann Chandler (b. 1773), Cornelia Ann (b. 1777), Maria (youngest 

daughter), Abraham (b. 1779), and Evart (b. 1780?). The Elms still stands and is a part of the Rut-

gers Preparatory School. Regarding matters of religion, between the 1740s to 1760s, the ministers 

at Christ Episcopal Church in New Brunswick offered enlightening comments. Rev. Cutting, the 

predecessor of Rev. Beach, wrote in 1765, that a “catholic spirit prevails, all denominations living to-

gether in a friendly  
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manner, without disputes and animosities.” When Rev. Beach arrived in late 1767, he reported to his superiors 

in the S.P.G. that he was kindly received and found an agreement among all denominations just like Mr. Cutting 

had reported a few years earlier. Upon being newly introduced to the New Brunswick and Piscataway parishes, 

it seems Rev. Beach wished to ignore the political news for taxes of the day. As it was, he was unhappy in Janu-

ary 1768 to ask for more funds for the Mission due to prior long vacancies which had reduced the growth of the 

Church. He was also highly interested in getting Prayer Books and small Tracts such as Bishop Beveridge’s 

Common Prayer, “which are much needed by many poor people who are by no means able to purchase for 

themselves.” He also wished to inform the S.P.G. that “since [his] arrival [he] had baptized at New Brunswick 23 

Whites and 6 Blacks, at Piscataway 6 Whites and have performed every part of my Duty as well as my abilities 

would permit, which I shall ever continue to do.” When gatherings at his parish was low, he began to extend his 

services outside of New Brunswick. In February he wrote, “on Weekdays he visited and preached at places 

which are destitute; particularly at a place called Ash-Swamp, where are a number of families who profess them-

selves members of the Church.”  From 1769, he continued to extend his services throughout northern and cen-

tral New Jersey, reaching, Woodbridge, Perth Amboy, Sussex Courthouse, Morristown, Elizabeth Town, 

Shrewsbury, and Freehold. He also reported on the needs of a “considerable number of people scattered about 

in the [northern Jersey] wilderness who appear very desirous of having a Minister settled amongst them, which 

their circumstances will not at present permit.” By 1771, he wrote, “In my Mission are many blacks of whom I col-

lect as many as can attend with convenience every Sunday evening”. When possible, he invited blacks to his 

house so he could read scriptures to them. This, of course opens the question of what did 18
th
 Century Angli-

cans believe regarding slavery. According to Robert M. Kelly in his paper on Anglican slaves , “There was con-

siderable debate about catechizing slaves and the institution of slavery itself. Views were expressed from the 

immediate freeing of slaves to defending slavery in order to provide for easy catechization of slaves belonging to 

Anglican masters. At the working level, missionary priests who opposed slavery were met with opposition from 

the Anglican slaveholders for economic reasons. Other missionary priests simply ignored the whole issue. There 

were some who took the position of “settlers first” emphasizing the priority of tending to the spiritual needs of Brit-

ish settlers. Others felt that the principal charter of the SPG was to bring the gospel to the “heathen”.”  In the case 

of Rev. Abraham Beach, he initially seemed to favor an obligation to teach blacks about the Anglican faith in or-

der to remove them from their former superstitions and hopefully introduce them to a better life. Although a Loy-

alist through the 1770’s, by 1786 Rev. Beach wrote a strongly worded oration against slavery. By 1786, Rev. 

Beach opposed pro-slave arguments that Africans were being given a better life by being brought to America, 

even if forced, than living in Africa. Rev. Beach even went so far to say teaching the gospel was not enough es-

pecially when the treatment offered a slave acquainted them with vices which in their native country would be 

disdained. Sadly, New Jersey would not be officially free from slavery until 1865. Compared to other colonial 

communities in the early to mid- 1760’s, New Brunswick may have seemed like a calm neighborhood. However, 

many challenges, both direct and indirect, would affect Abraham Beach over the next several years. Already by 

the 1750’s British Royal Government pressures began to distress colonists. Two of these issues were supplies 

for the war effort and the quartering of soldiers which the Royal Government expected the colonial provinces to 

provide funds.  With the large amount of soldiers sent during the French and Indian War, colonists resented be-

ing forced to pay for these supplies and building barracks for military use.  Population in the area gradually ex-

panded but even by 1776, New Brunswick is estimated to have had not much more than 1000 settlers. Further 

burdens was placed on New Jersey when an embargo was placed on export commerce to prevent trade with 

the enemy. An example of the difficulties encountered by the lack of barracks occurred in the fall of 1757.  At that 

time  
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Lord Loudoun issued orders to send 600 sick and wounded soldiers, who had likely suffered in the disastrous 

battles in upstate New York, to Elizabeth Town, Newark and Amboy, Since there were no barracks or hospitals 

built yet to accommodate them, they were sent to inns and houses in New Brunswick, Princeton and Trenton 

to spend the winter. The mayor of Elizabeth Town then sent wagons and carts of the second battalion of the 

Royal American Regiment from Elizabeth Town Point to New Brunswick. As a result of this hardship, the New 

Jersey Provincial Council complained that these arrangements cause[d] “great inconveniences to the Inhabi-

tants.” The legislature was next forced to pass an act for the building of Barracks of which in East Jersey were 

the barracks at Elizabeth Town, Perth Amboy and New Brunswick. By 1759 to 1760 the New Brunswick     bar-

racks had been occupied by the Royal Scots and 60
th
 Regiment (1760). Following the arrival of Rev. Abraham 

Beach in New Brunswick,  two other  regiments  were  quartered  at this  barrack, being  the 29
th
 Regiment 

(1770 to 1771) [which was sent to New Brunswick following it’s part in the Boston Massacre of March 1770] 

and the 47
th
 Regiment (1772 to 1774) [after which was sent to take  part in the historic events around Boston].  

Fortunately, these regiments possessed much better decorum while in New Brunswick than the 28
th
 Regiment 

did in 1767 in Elizabeth Town .On July 28
th
, just months before Rev. Beach arrived in New Jersey, the officers 

of   the British 28
th
 Regiment of Foot created a disturbance in Elizabeth Town. Several of the officers, led by 

their Colonel John St. Clair, had become disgruntled due to having to pay for the private quarters they had 

used.in town. They started to march early in the morning with orders to march to Perth Amboy where they were 

to disembark on transports. Before attempting to leave, the officers including the Colonel, decided to seek re-

venge for debts they owed in town and led a riot which caused damage to a meetinghouse, the jail and court-

house. The jail-keeper, with assistance of townsfolk, got into a fight with members of the 28
th
 Foot which then 

continued on their way to meet the rest of the Regiment at Amboy. The chief justice and local magistrates 

caught up with the miscreants and managed to negotiate a payment for damages and apology to the jail-

keeper. Unfortunately, the bad behavior by the 28
th 

Foot left a deeply resentful feeling locally and fear of the mili-

tary.  As early as 1766, the Sons of Liberty had formed chapters in Woodbridge and New Brunswick, with the 

encouragement of New York, merely to voice opposition but not to rebel against their King. Unfortunately, the 

tug-of-war that continued over disagreements on taxes and political power continued to splinter apart the peo-

ple and the Royal Government. Many colonists began to feel that the Royal Government could not be trusted 

in the preservation of their “fundamental liberties”. Loyalists, however, felt the Royal Government provided sta-

bility, good order and government to the colonists and Congress did not represent them. Suddenly on April 

19
th
, 1775, war in America broke out starting with the actions at Lexington and Concord when British troops 

marched out to destroy American war supplies. The Battle of Bunker Hill followed up only days later with the 

loss of many lives.  Up to this point Rev. Beach had tried to hold his political views to himself and maintain his 

attention to his clerical duties. But months later, on December 6, 1775, Rev. Beach wrote a letter to the SPG 

clarifying the sad experiences endured by the New Brunswick mission and the countryside around him. He had 

wished to provide a pleasant account of things but this was not the case. Rev. Beach stated, ‘Everything here is 

in the utmost confusion. The spirit of the times hath diffused itself through all ranks of men and in many in-

stances dissolved the tender ties of friendships, and even natural affection.” Things had gotten so traumatic he 

added, “To enter into particulars would perhaps expose me to the resentment of my neighbors, which I would 

wish to avoid for the sake of the Church as well as for my own. Every letter is in danger of being exposed to 

public view, and exceptions are taken at the most innocent expressions.”. He declared “that whatever may be 

my fate, I am still determined to continue the same conduct and to preserve, if I can preserve nothing else, a 

conscience void of offense towards God and towards man.”                                            

 To Be Continued ---------------------  



6  

A Theocracy - The Town Meeting House   

By: Donald J. Peck 

From its founding as a township on June 1, 1669, until New Jersey became a royal colony under Queen Anne in 1702, 
Woodbridge was a Theocracy. The meetinghouse-church was to be the center of all of life. It barred any woman “with a 
message” from speaking from the pulpit. As early as 1669, a committee from Woodbridge had unsuccessfully ap-
proached Abraham Pierson on the subject of becoming their minister. Born in Bradford, Yorkshire, England, Pierson had 
been educated at Cambridge University. 

Arriving in Boston in 1640, Pierson soon became the minister at Lynn, Massachusetts. There, after a period, a large part 
of the congregation finding themselves “straitened” because of non-orthodox tendencies, removed to Southampton, 
Long Island, with Pierson as their minister. Pierson, a sterner, more unshakable Puritan than Robert Treat, was Treat’s 
co-worker in the founding of Newark in 1666. 

Again in 1669, the Woodbridge congregation contacted Abraham Pierson’s son, also Abraham Pierson, recently gradu-
ated from Harvard College. However, the son chose to join his father as his assistant with the Newark congregation. 
They then unsuccessfully approached Jeremiah Peck of Elizabethtown, then Samuel Treat, the oldest son of Robert 
Treat. But no one was attracted by their proposal to preach for six months for a stipend of 20 pounds. While religion 
played an important role in the life of the colonists, only Newark and Woodbridge were regularly served by settled minis-
ters. 

A lack of success, between 1669 and 1674, to secure the services of a clergyman motivated the Woodbridge Freehold-
ers to call the Reverend Benjamin Salisbury, who served for three months, and to agree, on October 27, 1674, to build a 
meeting house. The dimension called for thirty feet square “and 15, 16 or 17 foot Between Joynts.” In May 27, 1675, con-
struction of the frame of the meeting house was completed, although it was not thirty feet square as the town had or-
dered.. 

In 1675 Peck was again approached, and in 1677 Ezekiel Fogg, who was offered 50 pounds for full time, failed to put in 
an appearance. In desperation the town committee wrote Dr. Burns and Mr. Richard Baxter in England for assistance.  
Finally, John Allin, who was in London, accepted the invitation. He was granted 50 pounds per annum, and the money 
was to be raised by voluntary subscription. The meeting house, begun in 1675, was floored in preparation for his coming. 

Allin’s parents had settled in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1637. John, who was born in England in 1623, was a member 
of the class of 1643 of Harvard College. Thus, he was fifty-eight when he accepted the pulpit at Woodbridge. Following 
his graduation from Harvard, he had returned to England, becoming, in 1653, the vicar of Rye in Sussex. Ejected from 
his post under the Bartholomew Act of non-conformity in 1662, he went to London to study medicine. When he failed to 
obtain a license to practice medicine in the provinces, he remained thereafter in London. When the call came from 
Woodbridge, he accepted it gratefully. 

On January 1, 1681, Allin was formally declared minister and shortly thereafter was admitted as a freeholder. He became 
their very popular preacher. At the November 15, 1681 town meeting Allin was presented with a town lot of 10 acres near 
where the present-day Methodist Church is located at 69 Main Street. He was also made a Freeholder. Although he 
served for five years, little is heard of him. After the appointment of his successor, Archibald Riddell, he continued to re-
side in Woodbridge.  

In 1706, Allin sold one-half an acre of his property for six pounds to Quakers for their burying ground and to construct the 
first Quaker Meeting House in East Jersey at present day 71 Main Street. Erected in 1713, the Woodbridge Religious 
Society of Friends meeting house was a one room, one story, wooden frame, shingled covered building perhaps 24 feet 
wide by approximately 20 feet deep. 

At the Congregational Meeting House, the Sabbath was not to be desecrated by visiting, fishing, hunting or other sports. 
Long hours of attention on Sundays were regularly spent. Initially the early settlers curried favor with the local Native 
American Indians, who frequented the Arthur Kill Sound and Raritan Bay for oysters. They seemed to like everything the 
settlers were doing to establish themselves, excluding the meeting house service. They could not understand how large 
groups of people could listen to one man talk so long without refreshment or how parents could punish their children if 
they acted in a restless way during the long church services.  
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 First Presbyterian Church  

W O O D B R I D G E  N E W  J E R S E Y  

Music in New Jersey almost literally began between the leaves of the Colonist’s prayer books. 
And there, for a century and a half, it was to remain. Gradually psalm singing was introduced 
and later expanded into familiar hymns, oratorios and concerts of sacred music. 

January 1, 1686, a committee was appointed to communicate with Archibald Riddell “to en-
courage him concerning his Settling in this towne,” as its preacher. Riddell selected that call by 
the Woodbridge Freeholders to be the minister of their Woodbridge Meeting House from 1686 
to 1689.  

Riddell, the only Scottish minister to serve in Woodbridge, had graduated from Edinburgh Uni-
versity July 9, 1656. One of the few non-Harvard graduates who served the Puritan church of 
East Jersey, Riddell was chosen John Allin’s successor in 1686. 

October 11, 1686, Riddell was granted 8 acres of land, “adjoining to the Meeting House Green” 
– present day 12 Freeman Street. Here a house was constructed as Riddell’s residence. It still 
stands today and is known as the Towne House. While we do not have any existing examples 
of the earliest houses of Woodbridge, the Towne House is the only representative dwelling 
from the seventeenth century still standing. Riddell was also admitted as a Freeholder and al-
lowed one hundred and twenty acres of upland for a farm and ten more “for planting” – all 
which he enjoyed tax free. 
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

PO Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alli-

ance consists of committed individuals and 

organizations representing sites within the re-

gion of Raritan and Millstone systems.  In an 

area that has continually contributed to the 

strength of the United States, we seek through 

our programs to promote, protect and preserve 

an understanding of our rich historical, cul-

tural and educational heritage as we work to 

be a model for current and future generations 

by promoting the rich heritage of our American 

society.  


