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The RMHA Board of Directors to hold Board Meeting November 16, 2024

THOMAS WARNE SCHOOL HOUSE MUSEUM AT 10:00 A.M.

The Thomas Warne School House Museum & Library is headquarters for the Madison/Old Bridge
Historical Society (info@thomas-warne-museum.com). Richard Pucciarelli is President. This one
room schoolhouse, built in 1885, closed in 1947. It is a National Historic Landmark located at 4216
Route 516, Matawan, NJ 07747-7032. Phone 732-566-2108. Listed both on the National and State
Register of Historic Places, the museum was so named because of its location on a portion of
Thomas Warne’s 1000 acres. Warne was one of the Twenty-Four original proprietors of East Jer-
sey in 1682. Madison Township, formed in 1869, changed its name to Old Bridge Township. This
location is easily accessible via Route 9 South to Route 516 East .

Following the business meeting the distinguished historian, Arjit (Artie) Singh Mahal, will speak
about the Liberation Monument, “Liberation, the Monument of Compassion and Deliverance” on the
Jersey side of New York Harbor opposite lady Liberty. Mahal is a published author, past Mason
Grand Chaplain, past member of the New Jersey Ethnic Advisory Council and the New Jersey His-
torical Commission. He is the author of “Monuments & Masons: On the Gateway to America: A
Legacy of Freemasons” Learn about the story behind the stories of: How the Statue of Liberty was
conceived, designed, and installed by Freemasons of France and America (among others), how the
Liberation Monument was created by Nathan Rapoport, a holocaust survivor, to honor American
soldiers of World War Il and what are the Principles and Precepts of Freemasons, one of the oldest
fraternities in the world.


mailto:info@thomas-warne-museum.com

OPEN OR CLOSED CASE?

Crime of the Century
The Lindbergh Kidnapping

Patrick Bamburak, Researcher

NOVEMBER 25, 2024,
FROM 7-9 PM

Acacia Youth Center
25 Port Reading Avenue
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Free Admission

Presented by the Historical Association
of Woodbridge

www.woodbridgetownshiphistory.org
Bamburak appeared on Travel Chan-

nel’'s Hit TV show Mysteries at the
Museum. Consider what constitutes a
“closed” case, Threats to celebrity,
trend to conspiracy!!

SAVE THIS DATE
Winter Board Meeting
March 22, 2025
Location to be announced
Please remember to
Remit your dues
For 2023
See page 4

RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P O Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org

An organization of individuals, organizations,
and sites working to promote preservation and
understanding of the rich, eventful, and cultural
sites located in Central New Jersey.

OFFICERS
President, Brian J. Franklin
Vice President, Janena Benjamin
Secretary, Anurag K. Singh
Treasurer, John Keithler
DIRECTORS
Brian Armstrong, Barbara ten Broeke
Daniel Dias, George B. Dawson,
Donald J. Franklin, PhD, Susan C. Keating,
Karen Keithler, Donald J. Peck
Nancy A. Piwowar
Rev. Canon Ronald N. Pollock

DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Marilyn W. Rautio

Board of Directors meets on the third or fourth
Saturday of

March, May, September, November

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:

The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule.
News of major upcoming events for possible
placement in the newsletter may be mailed,
emailed, or faxed to the following address. Any
questions, please contact: Donald J. Peck,
Editor, The Clausen Company

P.O. Box 140

Fords, NJ 08863



http://www.woodbridgetownshiphistory.org

SOME MEMORIES OF THE BLOOMFIELD FAMILYOF
HISTORIC WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY

By Donald Johnstone Peck

Thomas Bloomfield was among the sixteen original signers for the confirmatory deed for es-
tablishing the Township of Woodbridge in December 1667. Born in Woodbridge, Suffolk, England
he served as a Major in Oliver Cromwell’s army, arriving in Newburyport, Massachusetts by 1638.
He was among one of the 22 original settlers, including the Reverend John W. Woodbridge, VI,
who arrived in Woodbridge from Newburyport, MA, in 1666. President Barack Obama is his direct
descendant.

(A portion of the following information, with permission from the Editor, was excerpted from
“‘Nannygoats” Vol. 21, Issue 3, 2023 Newsletter of the Metuchen-Edison Historical Society.)

At one time, many parts of Edison Township and all of Metuchen were part of historic
Woodbridge Township. In 1669, Thomas Bloomfield received a patent for 290 acres of woodland,
all of which is now part of what is considered the Clara Barton neighborhood of Edison Township.
Over the next several decades the land was cleared for farming and initially the area was known
as Fords Corner, after the distinguished Ford Family of Revolutionary War history settled there.
The Ford Family maintained a tavern at Ford’s Corner. This site is marked with a sign by the
Woodbridge Township Preservation Commission. This tavern, along with the nearby Timothy
Bloomfield House, also no longer standing, were both a rendezvous for the “Jersey Blues,”
established in 1673, the oldest continuing militia organization in North America.

The “Blues” served under the British during the French and Indian War before being re-
formed on October 9, 1775, by order of the Continental Congress as the 1% New Jersey Regi-
ment, under the command of Colonel William Alexander, better known as Lord Stirling. Their nick-
name came from the blue jackets with red lapels worn when still in service of the Crown but re-
tained as part of the Continental Army.

In the early 1800s, the Amboy and Bound Brook Turnpike (an extension of New Bruns-
wick Avenue from Perth Amboy through downtown Fords) was laid through the area and ran
directly to New Durham. In 1810, Bloomfield Family descendants began building what eventually
became known as Bloomfield Manor, a grand mansion at the northeast corner of Amboy and
Woodbridge Avenues.

The Bloomfield Family, associated for over 200 years with the Township of Woodbridge,
also produced Dr. Moses Bloomfield, whose home still stands on Harrell Avenue in Woodbridge.
Dr. Bloomfield was the first slaveholder in Woodbridge Township to free his fourteen slaves on
July 4, 1783, at a historic public antislavery meeting at his farm in old Woodbridge. His son,
Joseph Bloomfield, a Revolutionary War hero, as New Jersey’s governor, used his moral and
political leadership to initiate the gradual emancipation of Slavery in New Jersey, signing New
Jersey’s 1804 Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery.



RARITAN MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Membership Contribution

Membership Fees

[] Individual $35

[ ] Site $35

[ ] Household $50
Additional Support Levels

[ | Benefactor $1,000
[ ] Patron $ 500
[ ] Sponsor $ 250
[ ] Donor $ 100
Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Email:

Phone:

Please return this form with your check

To: Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

Thank you!
Visit our website: raritanmillstone.org
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