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GRIGGSTOWN SCHOOLHOUSE HISTORIC SITE
1065 Canal Road (behind the Griggstown Reformed Church) Griggstown, NJ 08540

The Griggstown Historical Society will host the Board of Directors on September 20, 2025,
quarterly meeting between 10:00 am and Noon. This site is handicapped accessible. All
individual and site members and guests are encouraged and cordially welcome to attend. This
Gothic Revival structure, with board-and-batten siding, has been restored to its original appear-
ance by the Griggstown Historical Society. The schoolhouse is listed in the National and New
Jersey Registers of Historic Places as part of the Griggstown Historic District. The society offers
an annual Greens and Goodies Sale each December. It is reported to be a “must” for all who
want to get into the Spirit of Christmas! In addition to the Griggstown Reformed Church
(considered to be the best example of a Greek Revival church in an unaltered condition, along
the nearby Delaware and Raritan Canal) is the John Honeyman “Spy” House.

GRIGGSTOWN SCHOOLHOUSE

Attendees will be greeted by Susan Stelmach, a member of the board of the Griggstown
Historical Society and following the business portion of the meeting a short film created by the
GHS will be shown entitled “Griggstown, Then and Now”. This will be followed by long-time
board member Nancy Allen, who will moderate a period of questions and answers. This will be
a rare treat for those of us who have no idea of what a treasure this schoolhouse is and the
Griggstown Historic District!



Brian Franklin, RMHA President

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

to the Griggstown Schoolhouse via
Route 1 South

Turn Right on Finnegan Lane
to Lincoln Hwy (RT-27S)

Turn left & continue to a

right turn at Bunker Hill Rd.
for 2.4 miles and turn left

onto Canal Rd. (CR-632)

for 0.5 mile. Turn left into
parking lot of the Griggstown
Reformed Church. The school-
house is at the rear of this
parking lot.

SAVE THE DATE!
November 15, 2025
Board Meeting

CROSSROADS
Of the American Revolution:
The War of Independence
Coming in 2026
From1776 to 1781

The War of Independence was
often fought in New Jersey
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An organization of individuals, organizations,
and sites working to promote preservation and
understanding of the rich, eventful, and cultural
sites located in Central New Jersey.
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YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:

The Link is on a quarterly publication
schedule. News of major upcoming events
for possible placement in the newsletter
may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the fol-
lowing address. Any questions, please
contact: Donald J. Peck,

Editor, The Clausen Company

P.O. Box 140
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By Brian J. Franklin, President of the RMHA

It is with great pleasure that the RMHA announces the awarding of our first

annual scholarship. | had the pleasure of giving this award on June 3, 2025,
to Abigal Eisner, a deserving student at North Brunswick High School, who
will attend the College of New Jersey this Fall.

This milestone marks a significant step in our commitment to giving back to our
community. Our deepest gratitude goes to RMHA director Susan C. Keating for
her dedicated efforts in organizing and establishing this meaningful initiative.
Susan’s hard work has laid the foundation for this excellent way for the RMHA
to support local youth.

We would also like to express our heartfelt thanks to Ann Rockingstein for her
invaluable guidance throughout this inaugural scholarship event. Her expertise
and support ensured success.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the prospect of expanding the scholarship
program to include students from several other high schools next year. This is
just the beginning of what we hope will be an enduring tradition of community
engagement and support.

Thank you to our membership for the opportunity to make a difference.

THE MISSION OF THE RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE

“To promote the preservation and understanding of historic, educational, cultural
and environmental sites in the greater areas of the Raritan and Millstone River
Valleys drainage systems.” Featured are Princeton University, circa 1746 and
Rutgers University, circa 1766, New Jersey’s two oldest and foremost institu-
tions of higher learning. Also included are eight undergraduate schools. Public
education in New Jersey developed somewhat slowly during the first two centu-
ries of the state’s history. The most important single advance in education was
the legislative act of 1871, which abolished all fees for instruction in public
schools.

Undergraduate schools featured in the RMHA “Historic Sites in the Raritan &
Millstone Valleys” include the following: Smalley Town Schoolhouse, Piscataway,
c. 1803, OlId Franklin Schoolhouse, Metuchen, c. 1807, Griggstown School-
house, c. 1830, Prospect Plains Schoolhouse, c. 1850, Bedensville One-Room
Schoolhouse, c. 1853, Sayreville School #1, c. 1855, and South Branch School-
house, Branchburg, c. 1873. Also included is the Rutgers Preparatory School,
Somerset, c. 1958. www.raritanmillstone.org .



http://www.raritanmillstone.org

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF FLAG DAY

By George Dawson

The scheduling of the reenacting of the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse this year was historic.
For the first time in the annual reenactment event of the British American battle, the event was
held at Monmouth Battlefield State Park on June 28, the 1778 date of the actual battle, 247
years earlier.

The battle itself, of course, was historic: the only time in the 1775-1783 Revolutionary War that
opposing commanders George Washington and Henry Clinton appeared on the same battlefield
and even came relatively close together. The one-day battle (and all Revolutionary War battles
occurred within a single day) was also the longest in the 8-year Revolutionary War: about 13
hours. Commanders, not having wrist watches, could only approximate the time. Wrist watches
were not available to soldiers until the 1914-1918 Great War, now called World War 1.

Monmouth Battlefield State Park is about 50 years old, established near the American Revolution
bicentennial year of 1976; annual battlefield reenactments events have been offered on a week-
end in mid-June, 1-2 weeks before the actual battle date out of concern of limits to reenactment
militia units too close to the federal 4™ of July Independence holiday. Often a battle reenactment
event was held on June 14, a day listed on many printed calendars as Flag Day.

Flag Day is named for the day that the Second Continental Congress, the 1775-1781 federation
of province-states which governed the American Revolution and Revolutionary War, approved
the stars-and-stripes American flag.

The American flag is generally believed to have been designed by Francis Hopkinson (1737-
1791), poet, essayist, artist and musician, who was born and spent most of his life in Phila-
delphia, where he served for a time as organist for Christ Church, an overseas mission of the
Church of England. Hopkinson moved to New Jersey in 1774 and was appointed by New Jersey
Royal Governor William Franklin, the son of Benjamin Franklin, to his (William Franklin’s)
Governor’s Council, which later became the New Jersey State Senate.

Francis Hopkinson is described by historian Deborah Mathias Gough, author of Christ Church,
Philadelphia, the church history, as a Renaissance man, skilled in many talents. Hopkinson
himself joined the Continental Congress in 1776 as a New Jersey delegate and approved (and
signed) the Declaration of Independence.

Congress approved the stars-and-stripes design of the American flag on June 14, 1777, accord-
ing to the 2025 edition of The World Almanac. A general belief only a few years ago, however,
was that Congress approved the American flag design on June 14, 1775, on the same day Con-
gress approved establishment of the American Army, the flag design being more important since
it would change the appearance of military battle and post flags, the Army approval just changing
the designation of soldiers already in the field. The Semi quincentennial 250" anniversary of both
Congressional actions — approval of the design of the American flag and approval of the U.S.
Army — would have both occurred on June 14 this summer. (See page 5)



The Semi quincentennial 250" Army anniversary occurred on Saturday, June 14, two weeks
before the Saturday, June 28 reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse, on its 247"
anniversary. Thousands of spectators watched an eight-block Army parade along Constitution
Avenue in Washington, D.C., according to a report by Susan Page in Today. The event was
televised worldwide. The Spectators, according to Page, also sang Happy Birthday, but to
President Donald J. Trump, who was born on Flag Day, but only 79 years ago, unlike the U.S.
Army, which was born on that same day 250 years ago. Then there is the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner itself, designed on Flag Day, maybe 250 years ago or perhaps 248 years, as is now being
used, but never actually flown during the big Revolutionary War, in which the Army was
important (and proudly involved).

There was an even larger citizen protest movement as well, called No Kings, strange for 18"
century Revolutionary War time. USA Today Washington Bureau Chief Susan Page reported
that millions of Americans gathered in about 2,000 communities nation-wide in protest against
the use of military troops to assist immigration and custom enforcement (ICE) officers in
migrant control in Los Angeles, California in the week before the Army’s 250" birthday parade.

The No Kings protesters assembled on Saturday, June 14, the same day as the Army birthday
parade, but did not appear along the Army parade route because of a warning by President
Donald Trump that some action would be taken against them if they did so appear.

Columnist Lydia Polgreen wrote in the New York Times on Sunday, June 29, the second day
of reenactment of the American Army’s battle against English, Scottish and Hessian/German
soldiers sent to America by King George Il of the United Kingdom and Ireland, in the Battle of
Monmouth Courthouse on June 28, 1778, that the No Kings protestors were declaring that the
United States would not be ruled by a self-proclaimed king, a reference to Donald Trump. She
wrote that the No Kings protest: “was, by some estimates, the biggest single-day protest in
American history.”

The re-enactment date for the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse was moved from mid-June to
the historic date of June 28 this year because of plans for an alkday re-enactment program at
Bunker Hill National Historic Park in Boston, Massachusetts on June 14, limiting the availability
of Revolutionary War reenactors during that period. The Bunker Hill re-enactment event pro-
ceeded on that day, along with the Army birthday parade in Washington and the No Kings
assemblies nation-wide. The Revolutionary War Battle of Bunker Hill occurred June 17, 1775,
in Charlestown, Massachusetts, now part of the city of Boston.

Flag Day, the only special designation for June 14 listed on many American calendars, does
not seem to have been mentioned in any of the events cited above, and may have disappeared
in the hullabaloo.

Francis Hopkinson, generally accepted as the designer of the American flag, is buried in the
yard of Christ Church, Philadelphia, where he served as organist, as previously mentioned,
before moving to New Jersey, and can be visited there.



Did you know...
that more fighting took place in
New Jersey during the American
Revolution than any other state? Or
that General George Washington
spent about half the war in the
Garden State? Its crossroads and
highways, fertile planes and
wooded hills, waterways and
marshes, all shaped New Jersey's
evolution and its place in the
founding of a new nation! While
the landscape has changed since, it
is still possible to find vestiges of
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that rich past, from thosc well-
known to tourists to other hidden
survivors known best to historians.
Each offers a unique opportunity to
stand where our ancestors once
stood and contemplate lives
challenged by war and inspired by
peace. The visceral experience
transcends time in a way hard to
otherwise experience!

“In Washington’s Footsteps,” by
historian and author Donald

Johnstone Peck, is a celebration of

the power of such places in Central

_]ersey, from taverns to mansions to
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slave qu.uu rs to houses of worship.
Peck weaves the story of each into
the fascinating narrative of
American Independence.

“In Washington's Footsteps,”
however, is also a cautionary tale.
Each year we lose a few more of
such special places to modernity,
taking with them the chance to
connect with our heritage in an
intimate way. Whether you care
about historic preservation, are a
“Rev War” buff, or just like a good
story, Peck makes the history in our
backyards come alive and relevant!

In Washington’s Footsteps

N LS
b =

} PR W d;\hm"wn S

Fi notxte}b Ry ;u-

v hur\ 0

aces sad

B 2 -
E mml J:r-r_.‘\

ltnst l’ﬁ\

The Power of Revolutionary Places and Spaces in Central Jersey
By Donald Johnstone Peck | Published by Garden State Legacy

Softcover, 140 pages, black and white, with 78 illustrations

$25.00 each, including shipping!
Send your check payable to: Donald J. Peck
893 Main Street, Fords, NJ 08863




TWO CROSSROADS - A TALE TWICE TOLD
By Donald Johnstone Peck

Downtown Woodbridge is worth a thorough inspection. Its places of interest and the colorful
history of this thriving community date back to 1669 when it became the earliest chartered
township in New Jersey. Both the visitor and residents will find the sites of long since disap-
peared ruins that were the town’s earliest industry fascinating. The site of the now non-
existent remains of New Jersey’s first tidal gristmill, circa 1670, and the source of the tidal
stream that supplied the waterpower are still here. A replica of the mill may be seen at the
Woodbridge History Museum, 86 Green Street. The attractive area of the old millpond site
is now incorporated into the 97-acre Ernest L. Oros Wildlife Preserve Park, an extensive
marsh and wetlands sanctuary for birds and wildlife.

Near the crossroads of Rahway Avenue and Port Reading Road, not far from the old tidal-
mill site is the former Lenni Lenape waterway “Papiack Creek” that steadily flowed through
wet and dry seasons for millennia. On the high bank near the river stands the early eight-
eenth-century miller's house. Papiack Creek in Lenni lenape Algonquin dialect meant “river
of many bends.” Copper-hued faces, topped by feathered headdresses are no longer seen
here along the shores of Papiack Creek (now the Woodbridge River), hidden by acres of
salt marshes on both sides of this winding stream. During the eighteenth century this was
an important navigable waterway for sloops plowing the waters to ports along the Raritan
and New York Bays.

At the center of this original crossroads of the town situated on the Towne Green, is the
Old White Church with its historic patriot burying grounds of at least 75 officers and the
rank-and file of the American Revolutionary War. This site is on the National and State
Registers of Historic Places. Nearby is the Dunham House, circa 1709, erected by
Jonathan Dunham who built and operated the tidal mill, now the rectory of Trinity Church,
as well as the Towne House, circa 1687, Middlesex County’s oldest standing structure.

Continuing on Rahway Avenue south (Route 514) and crossing Heard’s Brook is the Parker
Press, a replica of New Jersey’s first print shop, circa, 1751. A little further the road bends
and becomes Main Street (formerly named “The Road to Philadelphia”) and the sites of the
first Quaker meeting House and burying ground, circa 1713, and the location of one of the
oldest congregations of Methodists in America since 1784.

Both George Washington and the British Army saw action in Woodbridge, from Washing-
ton’s Long Retreat” from Ft. Lee to Trenton to the foraging wars and Battle of the Short Hills
(fought in then what was Woodbridge Township) as well as 29 skirmishes. Near a second
crossroads still standing is the Cross Keys Tavern, circa 1740. This is the last still standing
site where Washington stayed on his historic trip from Mt. Vernon to New York to be
inaugurated as President and where Washington spent the night of April 22, 1789, and
Lafayette on September 24, 1824. This tavern was once a center of activity for the old
colonial village. Here Janet Pike Gage raised the first Liberty Pole to fly the “Stars and
Stripes” and where the rebellious Sons of Liberty gathered to discuss their grievances.
Few documents convey the magnitude of the suffering of Woodbridge citizens would
endure for their patriot views as the Revolutionary War claims , 1776-1782. Just one block
away still stands one of the oldest public schools, circa 1876 following the New Jersey
School Act of 1871, School No 1.



RARITAN MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Membership Contribution

Membership Fees

L] Individual $35

[ ] Site $35

[ ] Household $50
Additional Support Levels

[ ] Benefactor $1,000
[ ] Patron $ 500
[ ] Sponsor $ 250
[ ] Donor $ 100
Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Email:

Phone:

Please return this form with your check

To: Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

Thank you!
Visit our website: raritanmillstone.org
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