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SAYREVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

425 Main Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872

The Sayreville Historical Society Museum will host the RMHA Board of Directors' quarterly meet-
ing on November 15, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. This site is handicap accessible. All individ-
ual and site members, as well as guests, are cordially invited to attend. The museum is housed
in the former School #1, Sayreville’s first school, which was built in 1885. The display of local
history features a printing press room, railroad memorabilia, Native American artifacts, and Sayre
& Fisher bricks. Also displayed are amber resins bearing prehistoric insects discovered by
scientists from the American Museum of Natural History at undisclosed locations within local

clay deposits. Visit www.sayrevillehistory.org.

Sayreville |~
Historical - v
Society

Following a condensed business meeting, Michael C. Gabriele, a popular New Jersey historian
and speaker, will speak in anticipation of the 2026 celebration of the Semiquincentennial about
his latest book, Colonial Taverns of New Jersey: Libations, Liberty & Revolution. New Jersey was
the “Crossroads of the American Revolution,” and as battles raged, colonial taverns formed the
social network that held the state together. Taverns were the stage for the unfolding drama of a
colony transitioning into statehood and making decisions about declaring a war of independence.

Taverns were the places where the voices of history took shape, used as recruitment stations for
colonial militias and meeting places for local committees of safety. George Washington used
taverns as headquarters, where he drafted many letters and planned strategies with his generals.
They were “seedbeds” for the revolution, strongholds for political activities, beacons for travelers,
and venues for entertainment, merriment, and libations.

Each day in the Garden State, we literally walk along the Crossroads of the Revolution in the
footprints of our forebears — a legacy that lies just below the surface of our everyday lives. The
ghosts that linger on these byways sustain our state’s collective heritage — a grassroots saga of
New Jersey’s Revolutionary spirit and colonial life.


http://www.raritanmillstone.org
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DRIVING DIRECTIONS

From Route 9 South: Cross the Raritan
River and take the first right exit. At the
traffic light, turn left onto Main Street
and proceed west towards Sayreville.
The schoolhouse museum, marked in
red, will be on your right. Parking is
available at the rear of the building;
please enter the museum from the
car park.

From Route 18 East: Exit onto Main
Street towards South River and
continue into Sayreville. Make a left
at Main Street; the museum will be
located further along on your left.

SAVE THE DATE
February 21, 2026

George Washington’s Birthday Party,
all details to be announced

IN MEMORIAM
Longtime member of the RMHA
Elwin Orton
passed away on September 4.

Our deepest condolences go to his wife
Portia and their family.
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An organization of individuals, organizations,
and sites working to promote preservation and
understanding of the rich, eventful, and cultural
sites located in Central New Jersey.
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Board of Directors meets on the third or
fourth Saturday of March, May,
September, November at designated historic
sites museum member sites in the region

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:

The Link is on a quarterly publication sched-
ule. News of major upcoming events for
possible placement in the newsletter may be
mailed, emailed, or faxed to the following
address. Any questions, please contact:
Donald J. Peck, Editor,

The Clausen Company
P.O. Box 140
Fords, NJ 08863




WHAT IS THE RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE?

The RMHA comprises individuals, organizations, and historic sites within the watershed of
the Raritan and Millstone River Valleys in Central New Jersey. Our mission is to promote
the preservation and understanding of the many diverse and essential historic, educational,
cultural, and environmental sites in this region.

To fulfill this mission, we sponsor an annual series of lecture programs at our four quarterly
board meetings, held at various sites throughout the region, as well as the celebration of
George Washington’s birthday each year and “history” scholarships for high school senior
students. We publish four quarterly issues of our newsletter, “The Link,” and offer the public
our Guide to Historic Sites in the Raritan & Millstone Valleys on our website at
www.raritanmillstone.org.

WHY ARE THE RARITAN AND MILLSTONE RIVER
AREAS SO IMPORTANT?

These rivers run through valleys rich in the unique heritage and culture of Central New
Jersey, an area that has continually contributed to the strength of the United States. The
Raritan & Millstone Valleys are part of the 14-county Crossroads of the American Revolution
National Heritage Area. Here, visitors may explore and share inspiring and compelling stories
about diverse people and complex events that helped to spark America’s ongoing experiment
in liberty, equality, and self-government.

DID YOU KNOW......... FREEDOM IS NEVER FREE?

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of
Independence? Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before they
died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons who served in the
Continental Army; another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 died from their wounds or
hardships during the Revolutionary War. They signed and pledged their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor.

What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants.
Nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated.

Here in New Jersey, Robert Stockton of Princeton was captured and tortured by the British
and forced to swear allegiance to King George lll to gain his freedom. Two years after his
parole from prison, he developed cancer of the lip that spread to his throat and died in 1781
at the age of 59. John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their thir-
teen children fled for their lives. His fields and gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a
year, he lived in forests and in caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children
vanished.


http://www.raritanmillstone.org

Upcoming Events

Middlesex County hosts “Hometown Pride: The Power of Sports in Middlesex
County” at the Cornelius Low House Museum in Piscataway (through December
2025). For details, visit: www. middlesexcountyculture. com/event/hometown-
pride- the- power- of- sports- exhibit- opening- date- 10- 6- 24/.

Wallace House & Old Dutch Parsonage State Historic Site, 71 Somerset Street,
Somerville, NJ 08876, on October 25, 2025, at 2 PM. Join storyteller David Mac-
Caffret, the Shanna Chie of Glenndunbun Ballybeg, as he tells traditional and
modern Celtic tales of terror. Drawing on ancient folkways and legends from those
who practically invented horror, his stories feature ghosts, ghouls, devils, demons,
banshees, beasties, and things that go bump in the night- all suitable for all ages.

Morven Museum and Gardens, at 55 Stockton Street, Princeton, NJ 08540,
was home to Richard Stockton lll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,
and to five New Jersey governors. Join us in November for Afternoon Tea in the
Secret Tea Room, Thursday, November 6, 2025, from 12: 00 PM to 5: 30 PM.
Enjoy an enchanting Cream Tea service in Morven' s historic Garden Room. Your
ticket includes an optional tour of the museum with one of Morven' s knowledgea-
ble docents.

The League of Historical Societies of New Jersey Fall 2025 meeting will take
place on November 8, 2025, at the Historical Society of Chatham Township, Mor-
ris County, at the Red Brick Schoolhouse located at the Chatham Township Munic-
ipal Building, 58 Meyersville Road, Chatham, NJ 07928. Registration is required;
please call 973- 635- 4911 or email History Now 2020 @ gmail. com.

Liberty Hall Museum, at 1003 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ, the home of William
Livingston, New Jersey' s first elected governor and a signer of the U. S. Constitu-
tion, will host “Uncovering the Enslaved” and offer a tour of Liberty Hall on Novem-
ber 16 between 1 and 2 PM.

The Historical Association of Woodbridge Township will hold their program
meeting on November 24, 2025, at 7: 00 PM in the Fellowship Hall of the First
Presbyterian Church, 600 Rahway Avenue, Woodbridge, NJ 07095. They will
host the Woodbridge Township Preservation Commission for their program
“First Parade of Mayors from 1911 to 1967.

Buccleuch Mansion, located at Upper Easton and College Avenues, near Hun-
tington Street and Landing Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901, will host a holiday
event. Open House and mansion tour on December 7, 2025, from 1:00 to 4:00
PM. The City of New Brunswick maintains Buccleuch Mansion and Park. The
Jersey Blue Chapter of the DAR offers tours of its extensive collection of
American decorative arts and furnishings.



EXPLORING MORE OF THE SOUTH BRANCH

The South Branch of the Raritan River is a 50-mile-long tributary of the Raritan
River in New Jersey. It starts at Budd Lake in Morris County and merges with
the North Branch at Bridgewater Township to form the main stem of the Raritan
River, the longest river in New Jersey, at approximately 121 miles.

The alluring peacefulness of the South Branch Raritan River draws visitors to
its banks for canoeing, fly fishing, and hiking. Flowing southward, it meanders
past the east side of Schooleys Mountain at Long Valley, known for its scenic
landscapes and rural charm. The area is characterized by its historic sites,
including the Long Valley Historic District, which features buildings dating back
to the 18" and 19™ centuries.

Once known as German Valley, the community was renamed in response to
anti-German sentiment during World War |. The German Lutheran community
built its Old Stone Union Church here in 1774. Their clergyman and missionary
was Henry Muhlenberg, the Patriarch and founder of colonial American Luther-
anism. His son, John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg (1746-1807), was a brigadier
general in the Continental Army.

The Long Valley Obadiah La Tourette Grist and Saw Mill, circa 1750, is listed
on the State and National Registers of Historic Places and is located in the
center of the Historic District. This early mill, located at 12 East Mill Road, was
once powered by two water wheels driven by the South Branch of the Raritan
River. Visitors get to see the inner workings of the mill from top to bottom. It is
interesting that the water still flows under the mill, and one can see how the
flour was ground and bagged.

Further downstream in Clinton, New Jersey, is Dunham’s Mill, home to the
Hunterdon Art Museum and the Clinton dam. It is located at 7 Lower Center
Street and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1982 for
its significance in commerce and industry. Since 1952, it has been home to the
Hunterdon Art Museum. This mill is a 3 V2-story stone building and was used
to grind wheat, rye, corn, and oats for flour and animal feed, and remained in
operation until 1952.

Nearby, on the opposite shore of the South Branch of the Raritan River, is the
Red Mill Museum Village, featuring 12 buildings, exhibits, and collections of
40,000 artifacts, as well as ongoing educational/outreach programs that present
the social, agricultural, and industrial heritage of Hunterdon County and the
surrounding area to the public. The iconic Red Mill was built in 1810 and
remained in operation until 1928.



6 RARITAN RIVER AND BAY: PLACES TO VISIT

When you visit us online at www.raritanmillstone.org, you will find numerous
historic and ecological sites in the Raritan and Millstone Valleys and their trib-
utaries, a region rich in history and overflowing with precious gifts from our
past. The RMHA is dedicated to promoting learning about these wonderful
places and preserving these historic treasures. Here are just a few of the wa-
ter featured parks in the Lower Raritan, a 30-mile “main stem” of the river be-
tween the confluence of the North and South Branches and the Raritan Bay.

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park — Located along the South Amboy-Sayreville
Raritan Bay waterfront, this county park offers a magnificent view of Raritan
Bay and Lower New York Harbor from South Amboy’s ambitious waterfront
housing redevelopment project. The park encompasses 136 acres, with 86
acres designated as wetlands. This park offers a variety of athletic fields,
Middlesex County’s memorial to the victims of the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attack on New York City, featuring a large, sculptured eagle and a
quote from Daniel Webster, and an elevated three-tiered gazebo pavilion
offering bayside views. The park continues into Sayreville for a mile along
Raritan Bay. Hours: dawn to dusk. Admission: free.

Old Bridge Waterfront Park — This beachfront park, which extends discon-
tinuously for 1.3 miles along Raritan Bay, offers picnicking and boardwalk
paths along much of the Old Bridge Township waterfront, developed in the
20™ century as summer resort communities of Laurence Harbor and
Cliffwood Beach. The communities have evolved into year-round residences.
The boardwalk offers views of the Raritan and Sandy Hook Bays, as well as
lower New York Harbor, and provides spots for birdwatching. Hours: dawn to
dusk. Admission free.

Cheesequake State Park — This is the only developed state park in Middle-
sex County. It is comprised of 1,300 acres bordered by Cheesequake Creek,
a tributary of Raritan Bay, marking the Old Bridge-Sayreville Boundary. Trails
meander through salt and freshwater marshes, hardwood forests, and white
cedar swamps. The park offers camping, hiking, fishing, crabbing, and super-
vised swimming in freshwater Hooks Creek Lake during the summer. The
park has a nature center museum and remnants of a steamboat landing that
served the area from 1800 to 1930.

A goal of the RMHA is to increase awareness and use of the river by resi-
dents of the communities through which it flows. Locals lost their connection
to the main stem of the Raritan in the mid-1900s when heavy industrial facili-
ties and railroads lined its shores. Today, water quality is greatly improved,
and fish and birds are returning.


http://www.raritanmillstone.org

A CULTURAL HISTORY OF SAYREVILLE

A Cultural History of Sayreville is an examination of what Sayreville means

to its over 45,000 residents and how and why it has become the sprawling
suburb it is today. Written by Jason J. Slesinski, a 6th-generation resident of
Sayreville and former Secretary of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, he
earned a BA in history from Montclair State University and an MA in American
studies from Rutgers-Newark. His area of interest included New Jersey histo-
ry, urban environmental history, and American consumer culture. He also
served as vice president of the Sayreville Historical Society.

When James R. Sayre of Newark and Peter Fisher of New York entered into
a partnership in 1850 to form a clay mining and brick manufacturing enter-
prise, the borough was nothing more than a heavily wooded, sparsely popu-
lated stretch of pine barrens. Thanks to the clay, Sayre & Fisher brickworks
quickly grew to become the largest in the world. The company's prosperity
brought an influx of immigrant laborers from Germany, Ireland, and Poland.

When the United States entered World War Il, 1,500 of Sayreville’s men
(20% of the town’s population) answered the call to serve. Women took their
places in the factories, where clay and brick works, as well as DuPont and
Hercules, produced feverishly for the war effort. Within a few short years,
the quiet, rural village was replaced by a new American ideal: suburbia.

A Cultural History of Sayreville is the story of that transformation. In over 200
glossy, full-color pages, this book showcases the changing patterns of land
use and how diverse groups have interacted with the natural environment.
With artifacts, maps, oral histories, and photographs from the archives of the
Sayreville Historical Society Museum, A Cultural History of Sayreville takes
the reader on a journey through time in a unique cultural landscape, one
dominated by the seemingly conflicting designs of industry and suburbia.

Individual members and site members visiting the RMHA board meeting on
November 15 will be able to see these notable changes to the Sayreville
environment and its position in both the broad south banks of the lower,
meandering Raritan River and the Raritan Bay. Today, Sayreville is a densely
populated suburb in Middlesex County, characterized by a predominantly
home-owning population. There are several distinct neighborhoods,
unincorporated communities, localities, and place names within the borough,
including: Crossmans, Ernston, Gillespie, Laurel Park, MacArthur Manor,
Melrose, Morgan, Morgan Heights, Phoenix, Sayrewoods, Sayreville Junc-
tion, and Sayreville Station.



RARITAN MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Membership Contribution

Membership Fees

[ ] Individual $35

[ ] Site $35

[ ] Household $50
Additional Support Levels

[ ] Benefactor $1,000
[ ] Patron $ 500
[ ] Sponsor $ 250
[ ] Donor $ 100
Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Email:

Phone:

Please return this form with your check

To: Raritan Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

Thank you!
Visit our website: raritanmillstone.org
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